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There is a tremendous difference of opinion between what the Law Enforcement Officers

working along the Arizona-Mexico Border believe is the current state of National

Security and Public Safety there and what the Department of Homeland Security

Officials represent as the current state of National Security and Public Safety along that
very same border. _

In this written testimony I will cover some important points that the time constraints at
the hearing do not permit in my oral presentation.

I entered on duty with the U.S, Border Patrol in 1976 at Brackettville, Texas, transferred
to McAllen, Texas, in 1979, and was then promoted and transferred to Nogales, Arizona,
in 1988, where I was again promoted in 1988. I retired as a Supervisory Border Patrol
Agent at Nogales, Arizova in 2003, I continue to live north of Nogales overlooking the
dual Cities of Nogales and the Mexican Border. During my entire tenure with the U.S.
Border Patrol T was a field agent and field supervisor. Working the field provides
insights and expetience that cannot be developed in any other assignment in the Border
Patrol. In that capacity no one needs to tell you what is happening along the border you
live it on a day to day basis. I always found it somewhat amusing that apparently
intelligent people that were visiting the border arca for the first time would tell me what
was taking place in my world. Primarily, T saw the wide disparity between what
perceptions as a whole were concerning the border and what reality on the ground
actually was. As time has gone by that disparity has widened to the point where we find
ourselves today.

Today 1 am writing as a founding member of National Association of Former Border
Patrol Qfficers which is a non-partisan, non political group of former officers dedicated
to protecting Ametica by giving Americans the facts as we see them. We support
legislation that will help America and we oppose legislation that will hurt America. We
support Mr. Bishop’s Bill, cited as the “National Security and Federal Lands Protection
Act.” 'This legislation is necessary to promote the securing of the external borders of the

United States and to protect onr Border Patrol Agents while they engage in that endeavor,

This bill is needed to protect the Agents working on the federal public lands along the
border. ‘
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After living and working on the Mexican Border for approximately 35 years I have not
seen a better representation of the impact illegal immigration has on the environment than
does the oral presentation by Rosemary Jenks of Numbers USA that was presented at the
Brownsville, Texas, Field Hearing on April 28, 2008, For our purposes today this view
of the situation is timeless: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=N-FPUGibvql

Also at that hearing was testimony that I presented regarding the situation at the border:
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LiggweKn8iw , or,

hitp://www.youtube.com/watchPv=5ukM22Q49st , in 2008.

These presentations are highly recommended to anyone seeking to better understand the
origins of why we are here today. The problem is historic, apparent, it is ongoing and it
must be addressed effectively by Congress.

Some useful information can be gleaned from radio, television, newspapers and various
blogs. The problem is that so much of what is available is biased to the extent that it is
useless because it is written with a political motive rather than presenting the whole
picture. Politicizing the situation makes it more difficult to draw a distinction between
fact and fiction and therefore fact is more difficult to discem by the ordinary observer,
Good or bad these are the mediums we are working with today. Occasionally the alert
eye can spot a dot on the radar screen that connects with a corresponding dot observed
elsewhere. Once a collection of these dots are assembled a picture begins to emerge on
the landscape when viewed by the experienced eye. In some pursnits this is called
intelligence gathering. 1t is descriptively called connecting the dots. Unfortunately, this
pracess takes time and diligence and few peaple having both resources available to them
over time, 1have been connecting the dots from my perspective with a Jaw enforcement
officer’s point of view for about 43 years now and will share some insights with you
about the situation on the border. What I am going to relate to you is not a secret at all
but it is obviously hidden in plain sight. To illustrate this phenomenon I am attaching 15
current news articles that provide a glimpse into the extent of the problems that currently
exist, '

Tt is true that foreign nationals and citizens alike are using our public lands in the United

States to grow marijuana, principally U.S. FPorest Service lands. Tt is true that illegal alien -

smugglers and illegal drug smugglers heavily use the federal public lands along the
exiernal borders of the United States. It is true that they are causing extensive damage to
the ecosystems and the various attractive features of these federal public lands. Itis also
true that no one is saying they want this destruction to continue. So, why is the
smuggling, violence and destruction increasing at such a rapid pace? You already know
that drug and alien smuggling is an evil enterprise. It involves rape, prostitution, human
slavery, kidnapping, extortion, robbery, assault and murder on a daily basis within the
United States. The evidence is everywhere of this evil. So why does it continue? T will
follow with some snapshots of what the root of the problem is.
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The answer, in & word, is money. 1f love of money is the root of all evil, logically it is at
the heart of the extreme evil that takes place along out southern border on a daily basis.

Drug and illegal alien smuggling is a for profit business. The drug and illegal alien
smuggling business feeds the demand of a service and commodity market which in our
case is located in the interior of the United States. It is fucled by greed. The point of sale
is inside the United States to the market where the demand for these services and
commodities exists. This is where the sale is made. To avoid tortuous details I will
simply say that demand drives supply and price for the commodity or service is
determined by demand, Tnside the United States, where the financial transaction is
consummated; are interests that are making huge amounts of money from this business
and never directly interact with the service or the commodity. To them, it is a
tremendously profitable, low risk business enterprise. It is in their best interest for our
borders to remain open and no one else’s. Tt is an organized, criminal enterprise.

This situation has created two polarized factions. On one side you have the people that
want these cvil businesses to stop. On the other side you have people that want their
highly profitable businesses to continue. The organized, criminal enterprise has amassed
huge amounts of money and can influence public opinion by buying people to support
jssues that will allow theiv enterprise to continue. This is a simplification of the origin of
the how problem came about and why it continues to grow.

As Americans we naturally look for solutions to these evil enterprises in our federal
government. In the federal government are agencies. Governing the illegal alien
smuggling business through these agencies, in this case, now is principally centered in
the Department of Homeland Security.

We know 19 mid-eastern aliens that should not have been in the United States brought
down the World Trade Center which lead to the creation of the Department of Homeland
Sceurity. The Department of Homeland Security was born and justified in crises created
by the illegal immigration situation. Ilegal Immigration is the reason DHS exists.

We know that a considerable amount of the funds granted to the Department of
Homeland Security by Congress are to address the illegal alien situation in the United
States by enforcing immigration law.

Commissioner Bersin of Bureau of Customs and Border Protection has said that the
function of his agency is lo manage the illegal immigration situation. Note, he did not
say the agency function is to put these evil businessmen out of business. Yet, our Border

Patrol Agents are being slaughtered while patrolling on the southern border as he presides |

over the management of the illegal immigration situation from Washington, D.C.
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Moreover, no town, city or state within the United States is safe from the influence of
these criminal enterprises flowing from drug and illegal alien smuggling that are allowed
to exist and prosper in America.

From a strictly political and agency management point of view, why would
Commissioner Bersin or Secretary Napolitano want to solve the illegal immigration |
situation in the United States and remove the primary purpose for their agency and
jeopardize-a significant part of their budget, especially when they see the escalating
situation as an opporiunity to justify increased funding? Managerially speaking, to DHS,
isn’t illegal immigration a cash cow? Without illegal immigration, how large would the
DHS budget be?

Next we have to factor in the various other agencics that have a ‘budgetary’ interest in the
illegal immigration situation on Public Lands. The first hint as to the exteat of this
problem is the Jaundry list of laws that Congressman Dishop’s Bill specifically
enumerates.

Various agency representatives are keenly aware of ‘the cash cow’ of congressional
funding and how to pull the teat. They too do not want to give up their scat at the table of
funding distribution when itlegal immigration is the subject.

Witness the mitigation funds DHS negotiated with Depariment of Interior to mitigate
damages done by Border Patrol Agents in southwestern Arizona while they were
attempting to secure the border. Were those funds transferred improperly? Surely they
were not appropriated for that purpose, were they?

Then we have the issue of an MOU. A Memorandum of Understanding is nothing more
thap a piece of paper. Tt is a distraction from the real issue. The real issue is
unencumbered access {o all federal public lands along the border. Unencumbered access
is necessary to secure the border. These agencies do not want to release any of their
influence or authority through legislation so they appear to solve this issue indirectly.
That is how and why this MOU was invented. Any one could sue either signer or group
of signers 1o an MOU, ciling a violation of the controlling statute and win their case in
court. Not only that, the federal government wonld probably reimbutse their costs after
they won in coutt. Beware anyone advocating an MOU that contradicts statute.

There is the snapshot of some of the forces that are moving and shaking around the issue
of the drug and illegal alien smuggling across federal public lands. Obviously the real
issue here that is at stake is National Security and Public Safety which the Congress and
these agencies have been fully aware of for years. '
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Now I am going to cut to the chase and talk about cause and effect and how certain
events take place from the point of view of an experienced Field Supervisory Border
Patrol Agent. I am going to present part of my view of the Border Patrol Agent Brian
Terry murder that you probably will not hear anywhete else. For ongoing operational
security concerns there are some details that T will not divulge. Please pay attention.

West of Nogales, Arizona, on the U.S. Mexico border lies the Pajarita Wilderness. The
Pajarita Wilderness i3 an open corridor to criminals seeking to operate in the Tumacacori
Highlands to the niotth. Immediately to the North of the Pajarita Wilderness is the
Proposed Tumacacori Highlands Wilderness area, comprised of the Atascosa Mountains
and the Tumacacori Mountains. Peck Canyon, from Cortal Nuevo through Hells Gate, to
Peck Well and eastward separates the two mountain ranges, north to south. House of
Representatives Bills HR-3287 and 1IR-2593 sought to make these mountains permanent
Wilderness designations and basic protections were being considered and to some extent
implemented in 2007-2008.

Wilderness does not permit use of any mechanized equipment, not even a helicopter or
bicycle. Wilderness is supposed 1o not reflect the hand of man, Several years before the
{emporary Wilderness designation was granted to this area the drug and alien smugglers
had already established a relatively tenuous presence. When law enforcement was
essentially removed a vaccum was created. The criminals quickly filled the vacuum in
their absence when temporary Wilderness designation was granted. Problem is, in filling
the vacuum they attracted other drug and alien smugglers who began to contest the access
rights through the area. With law enforcement out of the equation violence ensued, the
law of the gun emerged and the area became lawless. The violence continued to escalate.
Thousands of pounds of illegal drugs and thousands of illegal aliens from all over the
world were traversing the area and the sougglers saw it was good for their business and
they hired armed criminals to protect their interests which prompted a similar response
from the criminals preying on the drug and illegal aliens smugglers. Something like
predators fighting over a territory for the rights to wreak mayhem in that territory, But
the official reports touted by Homeland Sccurity ignored these federal public land issues.

As the violence became more common it began to spread out and become more
prevalent. Wounded, robbed, raped and murdered humans began showing up in the
periphery, on streets, in yards and at homes. God only knows what atrocities those
mountains hold secret for we are only aware of a small fraction of the carmage and human
suffering, and even that which is known is under reported by the press and public
agencies.

The enforcement absence because of tack of access in the Pajarita Wilderness facilitates
the occupation of the Tumacacori Highlands by an emboldened criminal element. While
they were robbing, raping and murdering they one day shot at a few agents near Pena
Blanca Lake, then in Bellatosa Canyon, then near Wise Mesa, reportedly near Rock
Corral Canyon and eventually they shot another agent December 2009 in Ramanote
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Canyon and nothing happened. Then they shot and kilied Agent Brian Terry at Peck Well
in December 2010. Their expectation at that time, based on past practice, would likely be
that nothing would happen. All of these places are on federal public land,

Consider this; Brian Terry’s team knew the night of December 14, 2010, that the people
they were looking for had been in gun fights with the Border Patrol on previous
occasions. Brian Terry’s team knew these were ruthless killers. Brian Terry’s
supervisors knew how dangerous these criminals were based on what they had already
done. The agency knew how remote and difficult the terrain in Peck Canyon and the
surrounding area was because in the December 2009 agent shooting it took them several
hours to lift out the wounded agent after the helicopters arrived on scene. Reasonable
preparations should have been made and put in place before Brian Terry and his team
went out on December 14, 2010, Specifically, training and preparations should have
been made and put in place to extract wounded by helicopter in a very short time frame.
Such preparations were not made and I understand they were not even considered.

Reasonably experienced Border Agents obviously did not have & hand in planning or
executing the operations plan that lead to Brian Terry’s murder. That operation appears
to me to have been a loken effort to appease critics or give the impression of dealing with
an inconvenient problem by throwing resources at the problem. What else would you
expect from an agency that seeks to manage the drug and illegal alien smuggling situation
rather than resolve it?

All of these events are inconvenient for the Department of Homeland Security because
their mere cxistence speaks volumes against their assertion that the border is safe by any
measure. However, when it was discovered that non lethal force was encouraged for use
by the agents, (Bean Bags), and the military rifles found at the scene used by the
crimipals were walked into Mexico by Agents of the Department of Justice, the whole
matter predictably went into protecting the government mode and away from the
investigation modc and will be there until as ruch of the truth as can be discerned s
pried out of those agencies.

In the meantime the root problem remains, Federal Wildlife Refuges, Wilderness and
Designated Wildernesses of various varieties serve to keep Border Patrol Agents from
effectively and safely securing the border and apprehending those that have already
crossed the border, A reading of the statutes creating these variously protected public
lands clearly reveals that these vules and laws provent agents from engaging in the work
necessary to secure the border on federal public lands. The concept is so simple it is
painful to observe that anyone can misunderstand it. To secure the border, agents must
have necessary unencumbered access to federal public lands. That is why Congressman
Bishop’s Bill has a long list of laws that are in the way of securing the border.
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Agents need unencumbered access to all federal public lands within 100 miles of the
external border to safely patrol them. This is why Congressman Bishop's Bill must pass
and send a clear message that Americans want the border secured and they are willing to
give the Border Patrol Agent on the ground the tools necessary to secure the border.

Attachments:

1.- Federal Agents Told to Reduce Border Arrests, Arizona Sheriff Says, One Page

2.-  Sheriff Larry Dever article from AFGE Local 2544 website, One Page

3.- Undercover Agent Shot by Drug Suspects in Peoria, Arizona, One Page

4. Feds Finding Tt Harder and Harder to combat escalating presence of Mexican drug
carte]s in New York City, Three Pages

5.- Gwinnett County, Georgia is experiencing an illegal alien crime wave, Four Pages.

6.- Barriers aren't just for the border now, Four Pages :

7.- Danger on the U.S.-Mexico Border, Three Pages.

8-~ 2 Suspected Immigrants Found Dead, One Page.

9. Police fired at during chase involving suspected human smugglers, One Page.

10.- Mexican Woman Has Foot Severed by Train in Rio Rico, One Page.

11.- The Washington Times, Human Bondage Hits U.S, Heartland, Four Pages.

12.- Tucson Weekly, Spilling Over? As federat officials talk tough, local officers express
concern about cartel violence, Three Pages,

13.- The Best and Worst of FOIA gate, Two Pages.

14.- Fox News Phoenix, Sheriff Calls “Operation Desert Sky” a Success, One Page.

And Last But Not Least by Far

15.- How a Big U.S. Bank Laundered Billons from Mexico’s Murderous Drug Gangs,
Eight Pages of prescient information. '
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EXCLUSIVE: Federal Agents Told to Reduce Border Arrests,
Arizona Sheriff Says

By Jana Winter
Published Apal 041, 2011 | FexNews.cam

An Arlzona shariff says U.8, Bordar Pairol officlais have repentadly Lo nim
they have been ordensd to reduce — at imaee even stop — arvasis of llegl Fefl Rates Hit 3.18% APR*
Immigrants caught rying 1o ¢roas the U.8. border.

Cochise Gounty Sheritf Larry Dever told FoxNaws.com thet a supervisor with FU q IHI CJ q ![j !' l"D .

ihe LS. Border Patrol told him as recantly 83 thia month thit tha fadaral - Dyes 18yam 10year
agency's office on Arlzona's southarn border wan under orders to keep ﬂxad'fatt!.'t nxadyrmga ec rato m-dvmaa

apprehansion numbars down during spacifio repariing time paricds. _ )
NN AN AN

"The senjor supervisor agent la talling me abaul hew thelr misalon is now to o oy N
s¢Rre pacple pack,” Dever sald in an intarview with FoxNaws,com, ‘Mo aaid, I $125,000. 5175'0’00 szsu.orgn ‘35“,[}20
had to go back to my guye and tell them not 1o eatch anybudy, that theie job 's to Loanfor  Loanfor  Loan for Loanfor
chase people away, ... They ware ol to caich anyons, armest asyona. Their jobr J56rme.  B774Umo.  §1,105%mo. 51,5470,
was lo 36t up posture, to Intimidete pacple, 1o ge! therm to go back.” Q@RaweMarketplace®  *dick for Tarins & Condiiony
AVERTIBEMENT

Dever £aid his recent convarsation with tha Borger Patrol supervigor was the

latest in a senes of communicallons on e subject that he has nad with vadaus fedaral agants evar iha inel two yeers. Dever gxld
ha plang 1o relay the substance of thesa conversafiona when he teatifien under oaih next month before the Senate Committad on
Homeland Bacunty ehd Govammantal Afalre,

1 will raize my hend to lall the truth snd swaar 1o God, end nothing J% more s&rous or important than thal,” ha said. *i'm golng to tail
them that, hera's what | hear and see avery day: | had conversation with agent A, B, C, D and thi ia what they told ma.”

[Jever'a charges were vigorously tanled by a commander with the U.&. Customa and Bordar Protaction.

“The claim that Border Palrol supervisars have bean instructed to undemepont or manipulate our slatiatios it uneguivacally lalse "
Jeffery Salf, commander of tha U.S. Cuslomg and Border Protecilon Joint Fieid Command in Arizone, gaid in a weiten statemant,

“1 tgok an galh that | 16ke very saniously, and | find il insutting that anyone, aspeclally a lallow law enforcement oficer, wotld Imply
Ihat we would put ing protaclion of he American public and secyrity of our natlon's bordars in danger just for a numbara geme,” he
s@id. "Dur mission does nol waivar based on politioal cimate, and It never will. To suggeat that we are smbiguoua in snforoing our
1aws helittles the work of more than 8,000 CBP employess In Arizona who dadicats thelr llves to prolact our borders svary gay."

In recent daya, Homeland $ecurlty Secretay Janet Napaliiano tas sald the U.8.-Mexican bordar i more secure than ever, and
Hometand Security officlals have used recant atatistics 1o support thoss claims.

"Thera i& a panception thet the border Ja worse now than || ever has bagn," Napolitano said al the E! Paso border croaaing lest
week, "That |s wrang. The horder (3 batter now thon [t ever has besn."

Pavar doean’t agres.

- Janet Napolitano says the border it more secura Lhan its sver been. I've baan here for 80 yaars, and {'m taiting you that's not
true.* he sald. '

The sheriff of Santa Gruz County, whith borders Dever's Cochise County 1o the wesl, sald, “This {8 news 10 ma,* whan asked about
teports hiat porger agants ware belng tald ta tura INegal immigrants back to Mexico rather than arragl tham,

"It comes as a completa aurprise that thet would ba something that's golng arcund,” Santa Cruz County Bhenft Tony Estreda saki.
) maat with Daver all the time and | have great reapact for him, 30 1 expect he'd coma forward and say whatl he knowa and give the
Balifoe, '

“Not knowing wha the source la, how raliable thet source is, | really don’l have much of 8 position,” Estrada sald. ‘I'va baen around
2 real long tme and haven't haard anything like this. By Lhe same token, you lsarn new thinga avery dey.”

Roth sherlfs are elected officials. Daver is a Republican, Estradn, @ Democrat.

Olhers have questioned the methoaology and corchisions of the Homeland Securily numbaors showing the bordar is MOKe secura.

http://www.foxnews.com/us/2011/04/01/exclusive-federal-agents-told-reduce-border-arrests... 4/1/2011
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Larry Dever

-04-07-11 Update: Sheriff Dever |s now under assault from BP management. It Is lkely that
management has already launched an Intensive "investigation” directad at finding the sourca
of Dever's information. 1f that parson |s found, he or she wili be faced with giving 2 statemant
under oath about his or her dealings with Sheriff Dever. Low-level managers have very little
protectlon, and speaking out on a topic that Is unpopular with upper management is career
suicide, Just remember, for years now we have been told from the highest ranking managers
in our agency that "avery apprehension Is a FAILURE" (Johnny Williams - former INS Western
Region Director), and that we "are NOT immigration officars" (¢current CBP Deputy
Commissioner David Aguilar to Border Patrol agents when he was the Chief of the Border
Patrol),

Agullar crony and then Larede Sector Chief Carlos Carrilio echoed that It wasn't our job to
catch lllegal aliens. An uproar ensued, and Carrillo promptly retired, Aguilar has been more
carefyl about what he says since his famous nationwlde tour a few years ago, but the cat was
out of the bag with us at that point. We have been told that - Apprehensions = failure, we are
not "immigration" officers, we should not “lower" ourselves to the status of an immigration
officer, and our primary job Is not apprehending lllegal allens. Couple all this with Secretary
Napolitano's recent public announcemant about what she expects our apprehension numbars
to ba this flseal year, aned It's not hard to figure this thing out. Dever will be faced with
exposing his source of eating crow. We fully expecl Lhat his source is wishing he ar she hadn't
sold anything about now.,

Laatly, it is appolling when coma managers trot out the ald Hred tine ahant hnw canversations
about these taplcs somehow hurt the reputation of the "hard working” und "dedivaled" sganta,
We have news for them. We don't make the rules. We have to follow all the rules made by the
politicians and management. We don't like many of thelr rules. We don't like the constant
political gamesmanship Lhal yoes on in ragards to llagal immigration. We don't like that we
are so closaly tied to polltical bureaucrats who often aren't interested In truly letting us do our
jobs effectively and succeeding at our misslon.

Read the latest here,

04-01-11 Sheriff Dever is right. We have seen s0 many slick shenanigans pulled in regards to
"got-aways" and entry numbers that at times it seems Davld Copperfield Is running the Border
Patrol. Creating the illusion that all is well and you can start having famlly picnics In the areas
whete we work has been going on far too long. Has there bean Improvement in some areas?
Absolutely. Is the border anywhere near "under control"? Absolutely not. Do some In
management play games with numbers and cater to the wishes of politiclans ke Janet
Napolitano and Davld Aguilar? Resoundingly, yes. Time for the foollsh political games to stop.
Read the article herg, '
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Undercover agent shot by drug suspects in Peoria
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Undercover agent shot by drug suspects in Peorla

by Ling Malveratads anet Mary Shinn - Apr. 8, 2011 08.50 PM
Trie Adzons Repuliic

Recammend Be the frel of your friends 1o recommund this.
L]

A spacipl agant of the stats Altorney Genersl wes shol laia Friday while following two
cara belleved to be lnvolved in & Maxican drug cartel, the Arlzana Dopartmant of Public
Sofety said,

The undercover agent was shot In tha shoulder and nack around 4:1% p.m by ona of the
guspecis he was following In the area of 91st Avenue and Mauntain Viaw Rosd n
Peoria, DPS Capt, Steve Harrlson sald,

-

When Ihe suspacts reslizad they wara being followed, they bagan driving aggrossively,
Harriaon sald. The driver of a white plckup truek circled back behind tha officer and
begen ramming tha agent's car. The second car, @ gold Chryolgr Paclfica, ramained in
iront of the agent. The truck then puiled parallel with agert'a car and the driver shot the
agent, Harrlson said. The agent was treatad and released from the haspltal, said Amy
Rezzonico, an AG'S spokeswoman.

Harrison s4id tha agent is part of a mult-sgency drug task forea and that othar officers
in the aree ware monitoring him and reaponded whan he was ahot.

The driver of tha white truck has been arrasted, and pallee were still looking for tha
ageupanty of the Pacifica iate Friday.

Faoria palice and DPS are Inveetigating tha shooting.
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https:f/www.azcentral.com/arizonarepublic/local/ articles/2011/04/08/20110408peoria-dps-... 4/11/201)
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' Feds finding it harder and harder to combat escalating presence of Mexican drug cartels i... Page 10f4

NYDuilyNews.com

DAITYsNEWS Crime

Extlusive

Feds ﬁnc}(ing it harder and harder to combat escalating presence of Mexican drug cartels in
New Yor

ay Ndgat Sancoval
DAILY NEWS ETAFF WRITER

Monday, Api 11th 2011, 4:00 AM

peAtta

Mensghlni/AR
Faaeroal oias wacort aacused drug IrafTskar and twa other allaged drug cartel members in Maxia City in Novainbar,
New York fads heva mora Ihan doublud 1ha {ima spent breaking wup (3 Grawing network betwosn lacal pangs und Maxlean drug cartela,

U.E Immigration and Custons Enfarcement agenis want from Sponding 13472 hors id 2009 19 mare {(han 30,000 hours IAst y#&r Ioaking Into sireel criminalg-Licnad-Inckays of
Moxlaan drug tinge. affictalp 2eid.

\CE oisa added thraa Aganls n the paat fow yoars 15 Nght the drug pangl’ 8a¢slsting presance. .\
The shift i manpower and tifié wan based on Intalligence vhowing lacal gangs' fiicl aciivities had svolved inie mors cophistioniod and businassiika anlarprises,
1CE agents 3150 havy sean @ 1150 In dity money Ane waspana confiscaied 10 1he Naw York ares.

Lugl yaer, the feds salzod mofe than 352 millon and 87 Fwanina, o record number in Naw Yerk, oooerdiig [ IOR dgures.

Wt pred Ihase houry invesligating vioiam, i ional sireal gang mombars who Ara now working cloaaly with aof d drug
spogial agantia eharge of Hameland Sasliy | c| ity Mow Yerk.

"o 85 e And More b carrolalion betasan Mexican drug oraanizAliana and ganga hers in Naw Yok, Huyes added.
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U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement agents went from spending 13,472 hours in
2009 to more than 30,000 hours fast year looking into street c¢riminals-turned-lackeys of
Mexican drug rings, officials sald.

ICE also added three agents in the past few years to fight the drug gangs' escalating
presence.

The shift in manpower and time was based on intelligence showing local gangs' illicit
activitics had evolved into more sophisticated and businesslike enterprises.

]CE agents also have seen a rlse in ditty money and weapons confiscated in the New
York area.

Last year, the feds seized more than $35 million and 57 firearms, a record number in New
Yark, according to ICE figures.

"We spent these hours investigating violent, transnational street gang members who are
now working closely with sophisticated drug-trafficking organizations,” said James
Hayes, special agem in charge of Homeland Sccurity investigations in New York.

"We see more and more a correlation between Mexican drug otganizations and gangs
here in New York," Hayes added. '

"New York is a big market for drags. Mexican cartels want fo increase theis presence
here."

For decades, New York was a Colombian drug playgfound. But when federal agents
caught on to their Caribbean cortidor, Colombian drug cartels had to rethink smuggling
routes and enlisted their Mexican counterparts, who had access to potous border towns,
officials said.

Mexican kingpins established roots in the city by recruiting local gangs - like MS 13 and
the Latin Kings - with the promise of hefty paydays, feds say.

"Mexican cartels wenl from being relatively small players to playing a much larger role
in the transportation of drugs into the country," said Michael Sanders of the Drug
Enforcement Administration.

Some former drug gang members said the money pushes many idle youth into working

for gangs hired by Mexlcan carlels.

=13
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"“These kids have no future, The promise of money seems like a good way out, and next
thing you know you're involved in a dangerous drug world," said Frank Hernandez, 53, of
the Bronx, who spent several years in prison for selling drugs.

Paco, a former gang member who won't use his real name for fear of rival drug gangs,
said New York's appetite for drugs kept him hooked.

"[¢'s hard to stay clean and away from the gangs and the easy money," Paco said.

"The drugs come from Mexico, and we sell them here. It never ends.”

- 14
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Gwinnett County, Georgia is
experiencing an iliegal alien crime wave

By Dave Gibson, Immigration Reform Examiner
March 18th, 2011 11:45 pm ET

Last month, two very high profile crimes in which children were Killed occurred in Gwinnett County,
Georgia. In addition to the tragic loss of young lives, both cases had something else in common...both of
the suspects charged in each of the horrific crimes were lllegal alie_ns,

-On February 9, Gwinnett County police responded to a gruesome crime scene and found two boys, 1-
year-old Edward Garcia and 3-year-old Bradiey Garcia stabbed to death, and the boys’ father and 3-
year-old brother also suffering from severe stab wounds.

The surviving toddler was taken by helicopter to Children's Healthcare of Atlanta at Egleston, end the
father, Elvis Garcia, 23, was also taken to a local hospital, Both survived.

Police arrested Artonio Cardenas-Rico, 28, and charged him with two counts of murder.
" However, the father's story quickly unraveled and police soon charged Garcia with killing his own sons.

Elvis Garcia is now awaiting trial, charged with two counts of murder and one count of aggravated
assault, '

While the murder charges against Antonio Cardenas-Rico (also an lllegal alien) were dropped, he ig also
currently being held in the Gwinnett County Detention Center on unraelated drug charges.

-On February 17, firefighters responded to a house fire in Lilburn in which three children, ages 18 months
to 4 years, died from smoke inhalation. it was quickly determined that the deadly fire was the result of an
explosion from chemicals used to make methamphetamine.

Narcotics investigators also found more than $192,000 hidden in the wafls of the home, nine pounds of
liguid meth and ane pound of “finished” product.

Gwinnett County police are now searching for lvan Gonzalez, 26, who has been charged with murder
and arson. He was apparently living with the children's mother, Neibi Brito, 22, who has been charged
with drug trafficking.

Gonzalez is believed to be hiding In Mexico,

http:/Iwww.examiner.conn’immigration-rcform~in-nationalfgwinneft-county-georgia—is-exp... 4/10/2011
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The two cases have highlighted how Gwinnett County has been averrun with llegal aliens in recent
years, and the ensuing crime wave that has county residents understandably worried.

On November 16, 2009, the Gwinnett County Sheritfs Department (GCSD) joined the federal program
which atiows local law enforcement to identify and report illegal aliens in their custody, known as 287 (g).

Since that day, the GCSD has identified 3,918 illegal aliens in their custody, Those detainees accounted
for a total of 8,641 various charges.

What follows is a list of the most serious crimes with which those ilegal aliens were charged:

“Felony drug charges,,. 321
-Rape...31

-Chitd molestation...61
-Other sex crimes...40
-DUL..627

-Aggravaled assault. .97
-Robbery.. 49
-Battery...222

-Murder...5

Mexico represents the country of origin for most of the advenisement

ilogal allens arrested in the county since the GCSD " L
pegan wenulylny and 1epuling Bicob, Wi Q.CER, . a0 augts
Honduras follows with 358, then Guatemala with 367
and E! Salvador with 219.

An examination of GCSD's onlina records showed that
between March 16-18, immigration holds were placed
on the followlng inmates:-

The right car insurance can
save you more than you think,

-Julio Cesar Picasso-Sanchez, . .charged with passing
emergency vehicle, failure to yield after stop sign.,

TRAVELERS]

-Santiago Arnaldo Domingo...charged with driving
without a license, apen container of alcohol, DUI.

-Jose Alfredo Gutierrez-Munoz.. charged with driving without a license, HOV lane violation, -

-Freddy Manuel Suarez...charged with passing emergency vehicle, driving while license
suspended/revoked. :

-Gregoria Lara-Gomez,..charged with driving without a license.

-Juan Jaime Martinez...charged with driving without a license.

http://www.oxaminar.com/inmiprati, n-tefarm-in-national/gwinnett-county-peotgia-is-exp... 410/2011
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-aorlel Nava-Gaii...chargad with DUI, driving withoit A licanse, driving witho...ut headlights.

~Juzir Martin nandon...ohargad wlith imprapar aguipment, driving without a license.

.Armando Basillo-Castro...charged with driving without & ficense.

.Jorge Barajas...charged with failure to appear.

-Moises Reyes-Oxlaj...charged with failure to appear, driving without a licenzse,

~Rudy Lopez-Cabrera.,.charged with open container of alcohol, DUI, driving without a license.
-Luis Albarran,..charged with OUI.

-Silvano Guillen...charged with improper equipment, driving without a license.

-Seung Woo Park...charged with three counts of armed robbery, 11 counls uf untawfully entering on
automobile, 11 counts of possession of tools for commission of crime, probation viclation.

The fact that 15 arrestees were identified as suspected illegal aliens over a three day period in & county
jail that is 1,600 miles from the Mexican border Is truly amazing, and speaks to how lllegal immigration is
no longer a problem isolated to the American southwest, but is now a national crisis.

If there is any one group of Americans who have the right to be angry with the federal gavernment, it is
the people of Gwinnett County who are being victimized by illegal allens on a daily basis.

They are being robbed, their children are being raped, they are baing over-burdened financially with
undoubtedly higher auto insurance rates and on top it all off—they have to shoulder the costs of
incarcerating these criminal aliens who should not have been In the country in the firat place.

Tags: llegal Alien Crime
From around the web
About Camping at National Parks (USA Today)
Betty on the News: Randy Quaid and Wife Arrested Over Hotel Bill (Betty Confldential)
Mom Brings Dead Son to Soccer Game (The Stir by CafeMom)
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Police: Lawrenceville father stabbed his children to death, blamed another man
Jarsey Shore star voted 'Best Abs in Italy'; Move over Michelangelo's David!
Ilegal allen charged with murdering hie girifriend in Indiana

Former DMV employee charged with igsuing llcenses to illegal aliens

http://www.cxaminer.com/immigration-reform—in-nationalfgwinnett~county-gcorgia-is-cxp... 4/10/2011
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70 miles north of the line, they protect sensitive lands from illegal crossery trash

Barriers aren't just for the border now
Brady McCombs Arizona Daily Star | Posted: Tueaday, Janusry 25, 2011 2:00 pm
EdItor's note: This story first appeared Sunday as an gxclusive for our print readers,

TABLE TOP WILDERNESS AREA - The landscape of saguaros, mesquite trees and prickly pear cactus here has a new feature -
steel railroad rails welded into crisscrosses and connected by tlat rils,

This rusting structure is a vehicle barrier designod to stop drug and people smugglers who barrel across the desert in trucks. The
barricrs are common at the international line - there are more than 139 miles of them along Arizona's stretch of U.S.-Mexico
border, '

Bul this isn't the border.

This 1.3-mik stretch of "Normandy-style” vehicle bartiets was recently erected 70 miles north of the border on the Bureau of
Land Management's Sonoran Desert Monument, just south of lnterstate 8 and southwest of Casa Grande,

Tt is likely the first time border bartiers have been used this far north, and the latest example of how managing public lands along
the U.S.-Mexico border is now as much about dealing with trash and trails left behind by illsgal border crossers as it is about
monitoring endangersd animala or watering holes. :

BLM officials put up the barriet to redircot Lraffic around the federally protected Table Top Wilderness Area, where cars are
prohibitcd. They know it won't stop drugs from reaching cities across the United States, but they coulda't sit back and watch the
beautiful landscape get trampled, -

Skinny, knee-high signs proclaim Table Top as protected wildemess.

“The public might respect our liule signs, but they are not an lssue for the smugglers,” sald Damian Hayes, a BLM law
enforcement ranger who patrols the area,

T'he barriet is op the soulhern boundary of Table Top, which borders the northern edge of the Tohono O'odham Nation,
Smugglers have carved a grid of illegal roads through the wilderness area as they cross the O'odham land and cut through Table
Top on their way toward Phoenix, inflicting serious damago to the habitat,

The recently completed barrier has already diverted vehicle smuggling arounid the wildernoss area, and BLM crews have begun
restoring the lands damaged by the roads, Hayes said. '

a1¢'s heen amazing that it's done exactly what it was intended to do," sald Hayes, who has patrolled the area for four years. "It's
hard (o gaupe exuctly wheve they are going, but they are definitely not using the wildemass area,”

The problem isu't unique tn the: Tahle Top Wilderness. From Orean Pipe Cactus National Monument in Southwestern ‘Arizona to
Buenos Aires National Wildlife Refuge southwest of Tucson to the multiple patches of Coronado National Forest across
Arlrora's burder, lamd wasagers grappls with o multitude of iekues related tn heing tha husiest stretch wf Gordet for illegal
immigration and drug smuggling. Including the Tohono O'edham Nation, nearly 86 percent of the Arizona-Mexico borderlands
are federal or tribal lands.

Dealing with border issues is nothing new - Arizona has been the route of choice for a decade, But the natlonal attention about

http://azstarnet.com/news/local/border/article_el 986h51-ab7-5d81-9249-326ca0da28a6 ht...  4/1/2011
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how federal public-land managers dea! with the cross-border iraffic and work with federal law enforcement agencies has
amplified in the past year with two high-profile killings in which suspects may have passed through federa! lands.

RLM officials put up slgns south of 1-8 in the Table Top Wilderness Ares warning visitors that the area was an active human- -
and drug-smuggling corridor and that thoy may encounter marmed criminals and smuggling vehicles.” The signs became political
fodder in the 2010 clection and became a symbol to some that the United States had ceded tetritory to smugglers.

When BLM officials took them down and replaced them in October with tonod-down nofees, ey weil criticized for trylng to
make it seem that the problem had gone away, The irony - similar signs have been up for years across Southem Arizona.

‘'he agency is considering putting up more vehicle batriers in Ironwood Forest Monument just northwest of Tucson, There are
alteady vehicle harriers or fences up along, the infernational border in the Organ Pipe Cactus National Monument, Cabeza Prieta
Notional Wildlifc Refuge, Buenos Aires Nationa Wildlife Refuge and the Coronado National Forest,

Materials to build vehicle barriers are plentitul - hundrods of miles of old butsisea wize uprested in tho past thres years to maka
way for Department of Homeland Security border fences and walls. Some of that excess supply went into the Table Top barrlers,
which cost the BLM about $66,000 each, said spokesman Deninis Godfrey.

Threat to employees

“he United States and Mexico border is 1,969 miles long," says a woman narrating over vaguely Mexican-sounding music and
video of cactus and mesquite at the border. *Tt i9 3 Jand that is both beautitul and fragite with a rich diversity of plants and
animals.

*The management and protection of many of these ateas has been entrusted to foderal and state agencics,” she says, as logos of
the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, the BL.M and the National Park Service, among others, flash on the screen.

"The employees working for these agencies not only have to protest the land and serve the public, but also have to deal with a
unique situation: a tremendous amount of drug smuggling and ilicgal immigration in a harsh desert cavironment. These illegal
activlties pase a very real threat to employees."

This videu - tillod "Wotking alang the Unitod StatecsMaxico border” - is shown to federal smplovees and volunteers to meake
them aware of the situation and how to protect themselves.

Though illcgal crossings have dipped along with the economy in recent yeas, federal lands in Arizona continue to be high-riak
areas for illegal immigration and drug smuggling, says a November rcport from the Government Acconmtability Office.

The number of apprehcnsions by the Border Patrol on federal lands has not kept up with the nunibot of estimated illegal entries
there, the report tound, toraer Patrol agents made mure thau 91,000 apprehensiona on fedorad fande in the Tueson Sectnr in fisral
2009, but the agency estimated there were nearly threo times as many illegal entries on these lands, the repoxt said.

There's no way acound it - working or volunteering on public lands near Arizona's border carries a level of risk.

At Organ Pipe, where ranget Kris Eggle was fatally shot in 2002 by a drug smuggler, about half the 330,000-acre park is closed
to the public. That's an improvement over 2007, when the park was 97 percent closed, but stili nothing like the 1980s, when park
statrers planned thelr work acuund s scadoiss - not law enforooment gohadules.

‘['he monugnent js divided Into three zones: red 2zones whete staffers can go only with security escorts; blue zones where staffors
must go With at lcast one other person and call hourly to check in; and white zones that arc open to the public and where the staft
can work freely,

When staffers need lo Work in the red zoncs and none of the manument's 20 law enforcement officers is available, Organ Pipe
Superintandent Lee Baiza has to contract security officers to escon thern,

"t adds to the cost of doing business," Balza said.

And it prevents or detays the staff from getting regular land-management work done. The Quitobaquito natural gpring, about 100°
yards north of border on the monument, Is prime habitat for the endangered puplish, Monament staffers sometimes have o buavel

hitp://azstarnet.com/ncws/local/border/article_¢1986b 5f-ab07-5d81-9249-326ca0da28a6.1t...  4/1/2011
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18 miles from the visitor center to make sure water levels there are adequate.

But since the spring is in the monument's red zone, staffers can't go alone without being accompanied by law enforcement
officars. Staffers have to Inform officers days ahead of such trips, t00, 10 the officers can patrol the area one or two days before
to make duro it's safe.

Monument officials outline these scourity concems in recruitment material sent out to college students considering participating
in field work at the monument, Baiza said. For some, it's not & big deal; for others, it's a deal-breaker.

“It's not just anybody that comes," Baiza said.

Federal law enforcement officers at the six border public lands visited by GAO officials this year said they spend 75 to 97
percent of theit time responding to threats from iliegal cross-border activity, the report found. At Organ Pipe, drug smugglers

pogulurly 1ge the visitor centor parking 10k &1 & Maging area, says « Border Patrol threat assossment in the GAQ roport.

Keeping up with alt tho trash left behind kecps the BLM's Kathy Pedrick husy. Since 2002, the BLM has run an organized a
trash-pickup program called the Southern Arizona Project. In fisoat 2009, the project picked up 234 tons of rash.

"They'll leave backpacks, food, whatever they want 1o Jettison before a vehicle takes them,” said Pedrick, speclal assistant to the
BLM stat director and chairperson of the Borderland Management Task Force, a group of officinls from federal agencies that
meets every two months to discuss border issues.

The cstimated 2,000 (ons of trash left behind by smugglers and illegal immigrants has harmed the fragile Sonoran Desert, landing
Buenos Aires, Organ Pipc and Cabeza Prieta on lists of most imperiled federal lands at different points this decade,

There is even a website devoted to the trash (www.azbordertrash, gov). The site, run by the Arlzona Department of
Environmental Quality, is deslgned to coordinate cleanups and track results.

Under more pressure

While the strain of dealing with illegal cross-bordes activity is nothing new, the pressure on border land managers has escalated
in the last year, led by a Republican lawmaler from tsah.

A month after Robert Krentz was killed on his Cochise County ranch, U.S. Rep. Rob Bishop introduced a bill that would give
Border Patrol agents total access to publie lands, where they now must adhere to some restrictions. He justified the legislation
based on authorities' belief that the person who killed Krentz fled into Mexico through the San Bemardino National Wildlife
Refuge, 17 miles east of Douglas,

Bishop was the ranking member of the House Natural Resources subcommittoe on national parks, forests and public lands. He
waas recently named chairman.

In June, Bishop's office scnt a press reloase saying the Buenos Alres Natlonal Wikdlife Refuge had just days earlier announced
the closure of 3,500 acres ta the public due to dangors posed by Mexican dvug smugglers, The press release wissed a key fact:
This section of the Buenos Aires Refuge has boen ¢losed since October 2006,

Tho erroneous report prompted several natlonal media outlets 1o report a 4-year-old story as if it were new. The office of Buenos
Aives refugs manager Sally Gall was flooded with inquiries, forcing the refuge to issuc a preas release to clarify things. The
increased pressure from Bishop and others and the spreading of inaccuracics has given border public Jands in Arizona a bad
image, Gall said.

“Yes, thero probably is increased drug traffic and the drug issue is definitely a concern, but I just think it's created a lot more fear
in people than what was needed,” Gall said. "It portrayed this aren as roally dangerous and that pepple should fear coming here.”

Tn fact, illegal immigration has siowed so much through the refuge that Gall and the rofuge staff will consider reopening the
closed scetion later this ycar, afler National Guard troops stationed there leave, she said. The estimeated number of illegal
crosyings has dropped (o about 100 por day, comparsd with more than 1,000 a dny just a fow years ago, she said.

Sinco last fall the (GAQ has been evaluating the refationship between federal land managers and federal law enforcemeant, issning

http://azstacnet.com/nows/local/border/article_e1986b5£-ab07-5d81-9249-326ca0da28a6 ...  4/1/2011
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twa reports In the past four months about an improving but flawed relationghip.

The first report concluded that fedsral rules governing public lands along the border cause some delays but do not prevent the
Border Patro} from handling its assignment to secure the border.

The Dec. 14 fatal shooting of Border Patrol agent Brian Terry near Peck Canyon northwest of Nogales added fusl 1o the fire, t0o,
since it apparently occurred within the Coronado National Forest. The exaot location of the shooting has not been made public by
the FB! ot the Border Patrol. :

Bishop sont out a stalement the day afier, lamenting the murdor: “/'s no secret why criminal organizations entering the U.S, from
Mexico stratcgically targes federal lands as the most ideal and secute route 10 traffic drugs, smuggle humans and carry out a host
of ather criminal acts. Sirict environmental regulstions are enabling 2 culture of unprecedented lawlessness that has led to
pumerous deaths on foderal lands, including yestorday's tragic death of agent Terry."

Al the increascd attention on the border creates an opportunity for federal officlals in Arizona to educate people across the
cauntry about the reality on the ground, Pedrick eaid,

*The fact that people are aware and recoguizing the problem," Pedrick said, "can help solve the problem.”
Contact reporter Brady MoCombs at 573-4213 or bmccombs@azstatnet.com

On StarNet: Find extensive coverage of border and immigration issues at azstarnet.com/border

hitp://azstarnct.com/news/local/border/article el 986b5f-ab07-5d81-9249-326¢ca0da28a6.bt...  4/1/2011
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Danger on the U.S.-Mexico border
By Sheriff Clint McDonald, Thursday, March 31, 7:34 PM

There is a storm brewing along our border with Mexico, and our nation is
relegating responsibility for quelling that storm to some of our poorest
commupities. In a visit to El Paso last week, Homeland Security Secretary
Janet Napolitano claimed that there has been no “spillover” violence from
Mexico into the United States, Regardless of the veracity, her point is
irrelevant.

It is not spillover violence but spillover gffects of hostilities in Mexico that pose
the real threat to the United States.

Spillover effects are the direct results of Mexican violence that influence U.S.
citizens Jiving in communities along the border. For example, Mexican gangs
fighting to control territory around the frontier village of El Porvenir, in
Chibuahua, have threatened for almost a year to kill its residents. To escape the
violence, nearly the entire village eventually relocated to Texas border
communities — without, of course, being screened or processed. The results
include schoolchildren fearing for their safety as their Mexican schoolmates
talk of violence and murder, school buses “tailed” by armed private security
guards and orlintinals relocating to the United States with their famities and
conducting their operations from this country. The single greatest spillover
effect: U.S. citizens living in fear.

While border security is undeniably a federal responsibility, spillover effects
are principally deait with by local jurisdictions — and along the U.S.-Mexico
border, this is mostly sheriff’s offices operating in large, sparsely populated
county areas supported by small tax bases. :

Border counties are among the poorest in the United States and can barely
afford to hire and equip sufficient, qualified law enforcement personnel to meet
citizens’ needs.

While billions of federal dollars are spent each year to increase the number and
technical capabilities of Border Patrol agents, little is being done to improve
security beyond the border area. An increase in border patrol agents gives the
appearance of more seeurity. But what about the soil past those agents® narrow
jurisdiction?
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Consider; Together, the seven West Texas counties to the east of El Paso
County comptise 27,370 square miles, some 3,140 square miles larger than the
state of West Virginia. Yet they employ fewer than 70 law enforcement officers
year-round. This translates to one officer to patrol 396 square miles, And these

 are the counties that endure the greatest spillover effects of Mexican violence,

as innocents and others seek refuge.

Much is said about the need for immigration reform, but comprehensive reform
remains stalled. Border security is promoted as an aspect of this issue, but no
one is taking on the real deficiencies. Efforts among all agencies — federal,
state, local and tribal — must be aligned and provided adequate resources. A
unified effort requires interagency adherence to a comprehensive national
border security strategy that outlines goals, measurable objectives, well-defined
priorities and common methods.

Without a comprehensive security plan from which officials at all levels can
draw, we cannot create the conditions for true security, When Congress
appropriates emergency funds, as it did in August, it sounds like a lot is being
done. But in the absence of an agreed-upon plan, lawmakers will continue to
spend on projects that fail to contribute efficiently to progress, and it’s not clear
how we justify the resources needed to adequately staff, train and equip law
enforcement agencies for coordinated border security operations.

U.S. border security cannot continue to be left to various law enforcement
agencies that employ different procedures, Jexicons and equipment, and whose
objectives and priorities may conflict. Conducting operations in jurisdictional
stovepipes precludes interagency coordination and cooperation. Maintaining
the status quo means we will continue to give up miles of U.S. territory to
criminals who threaten our citizens as they pass through our border counties to
the depths of our country,

Napolitano announced on her El Paso trip that the Department of Homeland
Security will deploy as many as 550 more border agents in the next year.
Meanwhile, a handfut of deputies and I will be the principal non-federal law

~ enforcement within a border county of nearly 2,400 square miles. We will not

have the benefit of the new technologies developed for Customs and Border

'Protection agents, nor the information they process,

In short, our nation is not developing the law enforcement teams capable of
securing our borders.

.24
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Americans rightly expect a unified effort among all law enforcement agencies
operating along the border. We will not get there until our leaders in
Washington recognize that need.

The writer is sheriff of Terrell County, Tex., and a past president of the Texas
Border Sheriff*s Coalition.

htitp://www .washingtonpost.com/opinions/danger-on-th&us-mexico-

border/2011/03/30/AFQp4KCC_print.html
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2 suspected immigrants found dead

By JB Miller
For lns Nugalsd Inbdinational
Published Friday, March 28, 2011 11:10 AM COT

8 Shae  The sheriffs office (s investigating the reported assault of a migrant woman from Ei
T Salvador and the deaths of two suspectad bordar-crossers, one found by chance
when deputies responded to @ repont of another set of human remains diacovered near Tubac.

At 5:33 a.m. on March 17, the U.S. Border Patrol asked deputles to respond to the vicinity of
Ruby Road and Tres Bellotas Road after agents found a woman on Dead Horse Ridge, a haif-
mile northeast of Tres Bellotag Ranch In Arivaca. Haydee Aivarado-Rodriguez, 38, of Santa Ana,
El Balvador, was subsequently transparted to University Medical Center in Tucson for treatment
of injuries she allegedly recsived from her gulde after she crossed Into the United States lllegally
the day before, .

Alvarado-Rodriguez told investigatnrs at appraximately 2 p.m. the guide struck her on the head
with a rock after she refused his advances. She then lost consclousness and awokea a short time
later.

“In an interview conducted with Ms.

Alvarado-Rodriguez she denled and Is
certaln she was not sexually nasaulted,” said Lt. Raoul Rodriguez of the Santa Cruz County
Sheriff's Office.

Later that morning at 11.35 a.m., sheriff's dispatch received a call from a hiker who reparted
finding skeletal remaing approximately § miles south of Arlvaca Road. Deputles responded to
Hunter's Access Road and Forest Service Road 3148 in Tubac where they proceeded to the
ineation and retrieved the remaine.

Rodriguez said as officers were leaving the ares, they discovered additionel skeletal ramains one
mille away from the initial reported location. He said the remains included a skuil, vertebrae, and &
portion of a hip, all of which were tranaported to the Medlcal Examiner's Office in Tucson fo
determine the cause of death,

Rodriguez said that due to the location of the remains, they are believed to belang to
undocumented border-crosgers. If confirmed, they would be the fifth and sixth undocumented
lmmigrants found dead in Santa Cruz County so farin 2011 -

hitp://www.nogalesinternational.com/ariicles/2011/03/25/news/ 2 21713208,
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Home > BREAKING NEWS: Police fired at during chase invoiving suspected human smupglers

L CEY

BREAKING NEWS: Police fired at
during chase involving suspected
human smugglers

March 16, 2011

SIERRA VISTA -— Individuals Involved in a suspected human smuggling operation
eluded local police and other assisting authorities after fleeing from a home on
Swan Drive on Tuasday afternoon.

The investigation is still unfolding, but law enforcement radio traffic indicated that
the pursuit took officers onto Quail Run Drive, Avenida Cochise and Buffalo
Soldier Trail. Spike strips were laid at several locations before the suspects
managed to get west of Buffalo Soldier Trail onto Fort Huachuca and into the
Garden Canyon area,

Fort Huachuca Military Police were called in to assist in locating the SUV, as was
a U.8. Barder Patrol helicopter. Scanner traffic indicated shots were fired at
the helicopter. '

The suspects remain at large late Tuesday night with the search and
investigation continuing through the night.

Sierra Vista Police Sgt. Brett Mitchell said officers were unsure if any other
suspects remained Inside the residence on Swan Drive after the two suspects in
the SUV fled. Officers were gearing up to prepare to enter the residence at about
5p.m.

More information is expected to be made available Wednesday.

- 27
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Mexican woman has foot severed by train
in Rio Rico

By the Nogales International
Published Monday, March 14, 2011 8:15 PM CDT

BHsmee;  An 18-year-old woman from Mexico was flown to University Medical
Center in Tucson on advanced life support Saturday afier her foot was severed by a train
in Rio Rico.

At 7:14 p.m, on Saturday, Union Pacific Police called sheriff's dispatch to report two
people carrying a third person along the railroad tracks in the area of Ojo Court. The
person being carried appeared to have an injured or severed foot, the caller said.

The Santa Cruz County Sheriff’s Office later identified the victim as Ines Flores-Melo,
18, from Coicoyan de las Flores, Oaxaca, Mexico, and said she was traveling with a
group of illegal immigrants when she tried to board a northbound train, fell and lost her
lefl fuwt,
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Human bondage hits U.S, heartland - Washington Times Page 1 of 4

You are currently viewing the printable version of this article, to return to the normal page, please click here.

House panel subpoenss ATF for
documents on gun program
Human bondage hits U.S. heartland

Iiliels trade for labor, sex generates billlons in profits

By Chuck Neubauer

The Washington Times

8:18 p.m., Sunday, March 27, 2011

People were shocked when federal prosecutors charged the owners of a motel in Oacoma, S.D., a town of fewer
than 500, with keeping Philippine women in virtual slavery, forcing them to work 20-hour days under the threat of
violence and taking back their paychecks after they had been endorsed to deposit in their own accounts.

Prosecutors said the enslaved women performed cleaning and front-desk duties at the matel and were expected to
work second jobs at fast-food restaurants. Every aspect of their lives, according to records in the 2007 cage, was
controlled, including what they ate, where they lived, what they wore and to whom they spoke.

Human traffickers had crept unnoticed into the small Lyman County community, located on the west bank of the
Missouri River 80 miles southeast of Pierre, the state's capital. But the townsfolk soon learned that Interstate 90,
which roars right by Oacoma, is part of the "Midwest Pipeline," the superhighway used to deliver trafficking vieth
to cities across the country.

In November, federal prosecutors struck again in South Dakota, this time bringing sex-trafficking charges against.
couple in Tea, a city of 4,600 also just off Interstate 90. They were convicted of using coetcion and threats to force
underage girls, some as young as 15, into prostitution, '
"It was a shock 10 e to lewrn that people had been trafficked through South Dakota," said state Sen. Joni Cutler, a
Sioux Falls Republican who sponsored legislation in January making human trafficking a state crime, She said
South Dakotans like to think of the state as a place "where everybody knows everybody or is related."

"We don't want a quiet, rural area like South Dakota to become a place where people are trafficked," she said.
South Dakota Gov. Dennis Daugaard signed the Cutler bill into law on March 16,

Human trallicking generates billions of dollars cach year in-illicit profits, in the United States and globally, throug
the entrapment and exploitation of millions of people, mostly women and children, The growing illegal trade in
human beings for sex or forced labor isn't limjted to either rural outposts or the world's largest citics.

Young women have been forced into prostitution over the past year through deception, fraud, coercion, threats anc

http://www.washingtontimes.com/news/2011/ mar/27/muman-bondage-hits-us-heartland/print/  4/1/2011
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physical violence in Denton County, Texas; rural Tennessee; St. Paul, Minn.; Norcross, Ga., Memphis, Tenn.,
Fremont, Calif.; Harrisburg, Pa.; New York City; Los Angeles; Honoluly; Woodbridge, Va.; Gaithersburg;
Annapolis; and many other cities,

Just last week, a 36-yearold Mexican national was sentenced to 40 years in prison by a federal judge in Georgiao
charges that he tricked girls into leaving their families in Mexico, beat them and forced them into more than 20 act
of prostitution a night in Atlanta. The man had promised to get them jobs in restaurants. Five co-defendants
previously pleaded guilty in the case.

In Columbus, Ohio, dozens of illegal immigrants from Russia, Estonia, Belarus and Ukraine were forced to work ¢
housekeepers and laundry workers afier their passports were seized, In Buford, Ga., Nigerian women were forced -
work as nannies and housckeepers after being threatened and physically abused. In Falls Church, 20 Indonesian
women were sold as housekeepers after thelr passports were seized; some were sexually assaulted and their familic
were threatened.

Tougher laws

Texas state Sen, Leticia Van de Putte, San Antonio Democrat, introduced legistation this month to strengthen laws
against human trafficking, She said 25 percent of the people trafficked into the United States pass through the state

"We are trying to get at those who profit from selling our children,” she said, adding that she became interested in
the issue in 2004 when two runaways from Oregon -a 16 year-old-boy and his 14 year-old-sister - were forced int
progtitution,

"Nobody wants to think there is human slavery in their neighborhood," she said.

Attorney General Eric H. Holder Jr. said nearly every country is affected by human trafficking, either as a source {
or destination of the many victims. He told a human trafficking conference in Arlington last year that the problem
was "an affront 1o human dignity" and warned that in the United States, "it is, unfortunately, growing."

"Human trafficking has become big business - generating billions of dollars each year through the entrapment and
exploitation of millions,” Mr. Holder said, "The poorest and most vulnerable among us are being robbed of hasic
rights to dignity, security and opportunity.”

Assislant Attorney General Thomas E. Perez, who heads the Justice Department's Civil Rights Division, comparec
human trafficking to drug and gun smuggling in that it frequently involves complex organized-crime cartels. In
Oclober, during the 10th anniversary celebration of the passage of the Trafficking Victims Protection Act, he said,
the number of prosecuted cases has risen from four in 2001 to mote than 50 last year. '

"We're not just bringing more cases, we're bringing cases of unprecedented scope and impact, taking on
interational organized criminal networks,” he said. "But this work isn't about how many cases we've charged or
how well we work together; it's about the human lives restored to freedom and dignity."

Nathan Wilson, creator of the Project Meridian Foundation, which seeks to assist law enforcement In identifying t}
traffickers and their victims, sald the illegal trade in human beings for sexual exploitation or forced labot has
reached epidemic proportions.

"Sex trafficking has become so widespread that no country, no race, no religion, no class and no child is immune,"
he said, adding that 1.6 million children younger than 18 - native and forcign bom - have been caught in the sex
trade in the United States. But, he said, the actual munber of vietirns is hard to quantify because of the lengths to
which traffickers go to keep their crimes hidden,

Billions in profits

hitp://www.washingtontimes.cony/news/2011/mar/27/human-bondage-hits-us-heartland/print/  4/1/2011
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The Washington, D.C.-based Polatis Project, which advocates stronger federal and state laws on l}umaq tlzafﬁck-ing
and provides help to victims, has said traffickers generate billions of dollars in profits by victimizing millions of
people around the world and in the United States. It has sajd human trafficking is one of the fastest-growing
criminal industries in the world.

With an estimated annual revenue of $32 billion, law enforcement authorities, government agencies and others ha
said human trafficking is tied with arms dealing as the second-largest criminal industry in the world - behind only
drug smuggling. :

U.8. Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE), the lead agency for investigating and dismantling human-
trafficking organizations, has estimated that 800,000 people are trafficked into commercial-sex trade and forced-
~ labor situations throughout the world every year.

JCE Deputy Assistant Director James C. Spero described human trafficking as "a global problem ... driven by
profit." He said the agency opened 650 trafficking investipations during fiscal 2010, up from 560 in 2009 and 430
2008, and he is still trying to determine the scope of the trafficking problem.

“you do't know what you don't know," he said.

In a 2010 report, the State Department also said human trafficking claimed 800,000 victims every year. Earlier
reports estimated that 80 percent of the victims were female and half of them were minors, The department also sa
in the 2010 report that 17,500 people were thought to be trafficked into the United States each year.

Secrelary of State Hillary Rodham Clinton has said some Americans are trapped by abusive employers and others
are held tn sexual slavery and that the department has sent “a clear message to all of our countrymen and women:
Human trafficking is not someone else's problem.”

The report, for the first time, ranked the United States as a "Tier 1" country, meaning it fully complies with the
Trafficking Victims Protection Act, but also identified it as a "source, transit and destination country” for human
traffickess, ‘

Lucrative way

The complex criminal nature of human trafficking as noted by Mr, Perez also has been reported by the
Congressional Rescarch Service, which said last year that in many parts of the world, "trafficking in money,
weapons and people is largely conducted by eriminal gangs or mafia groups.” The research service called human
wafficking a "lucrative way" for organized criminal groups to fund othes illicit activities.

"In Latin America, Mexican drug cartets are increasingly involved in the trafficking of people as well as drugs,” th
report said, The Congressional Research Service also said the links between organized crime and terrorism may be
significant, noting that the tanguage school that provided some visas for the Sept. 11, 2001, hijackers also is
reported to have provided visas for prostitutes of & human trafficking ring.

A Department of Health and Fuman Services fact sheet sald that after drug dealing, human trafficking is tied with
the illegal arms industry as the world's second-largest criminal industry and is the fastest growing.

That rapid rise is worrisome to Mr. Wilson, who said he Is concerned that profits from human trafficking could be
used to fund terrorists. He said trafficking profits were used to fund terrorists in Iraq and that some of the proceeds
from businesses such as prostitution "may be diverted toward supporting terrorist groups."

Mr. Spero said ICE had not found any evidence that terrorists were benefiting from human trafficking, but
acknowledged that any financial crime has the potential to be exploited by terrorists.

‘The Justice Department also has identified human trafficking as one of the threats posed by international organize

nttp://www.washingtontimes.com/news/201 1/mar/27/human-bondage-hits-us-heartland/print/  4/1/2011
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crime networks. 1t said In a 2010 report that global crime cartels were involved in Asian massage parlors in
Massachusetts, Ukrainian criminal networks exploited janitorial service workers in Pennsylvanta, and an Uzbek
otganized-crime ring exploited Philippine, Dominican Republic and Jamaican guest workers in 14 states,

The department said human traffickers know no boundaries or boeders. It said the crimes exploit men, women and
children, whether they be citizens, guest workers or illegal immigrants - extracting profit from the toil of others in
farm fields, factorics, strip ciubs, suburban mansions, brothels and bars.

Major piece

William Carroll, a former district director for the now-defunct U.S. Immigration and Naturalization Service, said
human wrafficking is a "major piece of operating incoime for the cartels and other organized criminal organizations,
He said the cartels are attracted 1o its lucrative nature and because it does not require a distribution system like
drugs.

Justice brought 52 human trafficking cases in fiscal 2010, its largest single-year total. It noted in its latest report th
human traffickers often prey on those who are poor, trequently unemployed or underemployed, and who may lack
access 1o social safety nets.

© myictims are oflen lured by traffickers with false promises of good jobs and botter lives, and then forced to work
under brutal and inhumane conditions," the department said, noting that Somali gangs forced girls younger than 14
into prostitution in Minnesota, Tennessee and Ohio - passing them around like chatte] for sex with other gang
members or to paying customers. '

Calling the trafficking of children for sex as "intolerable,” U.S. Attorney Jerry E. Martin, whose office brought the
case against the Somali gangs, said the problem is widespread and difficult to prosecute. The victims, he said, "are
not likely to complain to the police." o
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Spilling Over?
As federal officials talk tough, local officers express concern about cartel viclence
by Lao W, Hanks

thek 18 aNfhrge

We have a mess on the Arizona-Maxico border, and the people of Arlzona can't make an
honest assessment of it without perdering the concept of splllover, '

The ward has become a mantra that appaars in [use about evary pronouncement by the feds,
and It gets repeated by a compliant malnstream medla.

In a speech in January, Alan Bersin, commissioner of Li.S. Customs and Border Protection, ::r"‘::""' backpacki wrappsd in
sald he's thought a 1ot adout why 5o many Amerlcans think the border Is out of contral. )

"I'he answer has to be” he said, "that the violence In northarn Mexico is real and
unprecedented, Because of that violence, the threat that it will spiil over Is there. While we
haven't seen the spillover violence, the risk Is clearly there,”

Last week in El Paso, Homeland Security Secretary Janet Napolitano repeated the no-splilover
canard. This came on the heels of the bizarre challange she issued to the drug cartels in
January, saying, "Don't even think about bringlng your violence and tacties across this
border, You will be met by an overwhelming response.” ’ :

If by "violence and tactics,” Napolitano means the shootouts and mass murders that have
become commeonglace In Mexico's drug war, falr enough; violence of that proportion has not
spliled over hers, )

But otherwise, thls mantra presents a m!sleédlng image—of a fedaral phalanx at the border
capabte of preventing anything bad fram entering this country.

However, the whole reason the Arlzona-Mexico border today is fraught with danger is
 because of splllovar,

"I don't know how peopie are defining spiilover, but It's here now and origoing." says
Nogales Pollce Chief jeff Kirkham. “The fingers of the cartels reach all the way o the Tucson
and the Phoenix metropolltan areas, and other states.”

The conflict In Southern Arizona Is a fight to contral American land. We'ra experiencing
constant incurslons by armed cartel soldlers. In a Washingten Past stary last May, Robert
Boatright, deputy chief of Border Patrol's Tucson Sactor, sald border agents here have “close
to <lally” encounters with armed smugglers.

These are hardened men—mostly “prior deports,” as Border Patral calls them—who know
Arizona's borderlands as well as their own faces. They're motivated enough to use our
remotest lands as contraband highways, and athletic enough to vanish into the canyons
when agents give chase. ‘

And if challenged on the hugely profitable routas they've fought and shed blood to "awn" for
their particular gang, they will shoot, This bacama clear with the murder of Border Patrol
agent Brian Terry, part of an ¢lite BORTAC team sent into the Peck Canyon Carridor outside
of Nagales on Dec. 14. ‘ :

"Cartainly, most Americans don't know these Incursions go on all tha time, but they do,"

http://www.tucsonweekly.com/gyrobase/spilling-over/Conicnt?0id=2634939&mode=print 4/1/2011
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says Kirkham. "It's sad that conditions on our border have gotten to where we have to send in speclal interdiction
teams. But these incursions are a significant threat that needs ta be solved,”

A dramatic example of spillover occurrad In Tucson on Aug, 5, 2009, when ) 5~year-old Brenda Arenas was murdered In
an attampted southsida carjacking. In lats January 2011, threa Maxican natonals, admitred drug-smugglera suspactad
in the slaying, surrendared to American officlals at Nogales,

Why? One of the men tald & Tucson TV station that their cartel bosses told them they were bringing too much attention,
g and they had a chojce; Turn yourselves in, or we'll kill you, They chose to roll tha dice with Amerlcan jurisprudence,
They were dropped off at the border crossing and booked Into the Santa Cruz County Jail.

"'ve nevar haard of anything like that happening In my 43 years In taw enforcement In Nogales," says Sheriff Tony
Estrada,

The spillover is everywhere, In the past year In Pinal County, Sherlff Paul Babeu reports that violent crimes related to

drug-smuggling include twa~officer Involved shootings, two cartel hits In Casa Grande, the kllling of twa lllegals

transporting drugs, and the shooting of a Phoenix kidnap victim unable to meet a ransom demand, In Maricopa County,

autheritles recently confirmed that a man found beheaded In a Chandler apartment In October had baan murdered for
stealing from a cartel.

in Cochise County, Sheriff Larry Dever counts the unsolved March 27, 2010, murder of rancher Rob Krentz as spitiover,
along with break-ins and home Invasions alang the Chirlicahua Corrider ziove Douglas,

The toll fram these crimes, he says, falls on more than the immediate victims and involves more than material
possasclons. They damage tha sense of securlty and well-belng of everyone In the avea. And violent eplsodes in Mexlco
compount the impact, becayse so many Southern Arizanans have frlends, acqualntances or family in Sonora.

"“These events are changlng llves forever, and | count that as spillover, tuo," says Dever.

The 262-mile-wide Tucson Sector fs prime splllover country, especially on faderal lands. Last November, the
Government Accountability Office, the watchdog arm of Congress, issued a report stating that Border Patrol agents had
arrested 91,000 atiens on federal tand In Arizona in fiscal 2009.

But entries outpaced arrests by three to one. The report stated that not only is Htegal crass-border activity "a significant
threat” to Federal lands In Arizona, but it "may be increasing.”

Another GAD document, released in mid-February, said Border Patrol had achlaved "varylng tevels of operational
controi*—defined as a high likelihood of crossers being apprehended—over only 44 percent of the roughly 2,000-mile
Sauthwest horder, '

The good news is that the border land under control increased by 126 miles per year from 2005 to 2010. About 68 -
percent of the Tucson Sector is under control—baug that sdil leaves 32 parcent, or about 86 miles, relatively epen to
lilegai activity.

The drug cartels are exploiting the gaps, and they're a differant beast from a few years ago, says Richard Valdemar, n
reticed Los Angeles County sheriff's detective now living In Bullhead City. They've become more militarized, and include
elements of farmer police and the Mexican army and marines. :

*Having a military presence on the berder loyal to the ¢artels s a whole different thing from a law-enforcement
presence,” says Valdemar, former supervisor of Los Angeles County's prison gang unit who now works training pollce
an gang activities. "We're not talking about some guy with a Saturday-night special popping a few rounds off at Bordar
Patrol."

On the weaponry, Kirkham agraes: "It's amazing how much firepower they have. We're talking AK~47y; wa'rs talking
MAC-14s, fully aute.”

Valdemar says this militarization-and the apparent end to the taboo against killing Amerlcan law enforcement—
requires 4 5trong response to stap (ncursions at our border. instead, he says, we erect signs warning ¢ltlzens about

hitp://www.tucsonweekly .com/gyrobase/spilling-over/Content?0id=2634939&mode=print 4/1/2011
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traveling on heavily trafficked federal lands, or we close lands to the public because of the danger.

At present, as GAQ noted, Organ Pipe Cactus National Monument is 55 parcant closed, and the chief ranger at the
Sonoran Desert National Monument proposed closing that entire 480,000~acre presarve, on the Interstate 8 smuggling
corrldar. Border sharlffs call thosa |ands "almost Amarica.”

"To the cartels, that's weakness, " Valdemar says. "They already think we're decadent, soft and unmanly. Then ta cede
parts of our own country only encourages them to be more violent. They think we're fucking punks.”

As for the future, Valdemar, Dever and Kirkham all say they expect more spillover violence.

"There are certainly going to be moye incitdents, bacause we now have Interdiction efforts meeting It head-on," says
Kirkham. "Whaether It's human belngs or drugs, they're becoming more desperate to get thelr product across, ane way or
anather."
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Fox News: March 31, 2011

My good friends, Marlcopa County is nota border county, Yet, relatively
untrained civilians worked with the Maricopa County Sheriff's Office to
make signlficant border related arrests. Obviously, they only Interdicted a
fraction of the lllegal activity present north of the border counties.

Zack Taylor, NAFBPO.org

Sheriff Calls "Operation Desert Sky" a Success

Updated: Thuraday, 31 Mar 2011, 547 PM MDT
Published : Thursday, &1 Mar 2011, 8:47 PM MDT

PHOEN!X - Just days after Maricopa County Sheriff Joe Arpalo announced o plan to have posse members
search for drugs by air, he's calling the migsion a success.

On Monday, Sherlff Arpaio announced "Operation Desert Sky."

About 30 posse members volumieered thelr time and aircraft to help deputies patrol the desert.

On Thursday, Arpaio showed off the mission's haul 8o fer: more than a ton of marljuana, 113 arrests.
Slx of thoss arrests wera illegal imrhigranls amuggling drugs.

“So itis a big problem when you talk about drugs (slash) illegal immigration, it's getting more connected
every day,” said Arpale,

Of the 115 arrests, 80 of the suspects were kegal Immigrants.
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How a big US bank laundered billions

from Mexico's murderous drug gangs

As the violence spread, billions of dollars of cartel cash began to
seep into the global financial system. But a special investigation
by the Observer reveals how the incréasingly frantic warnings of
one London whistleblower were ignorad

£d Vulliamy
The Ohsarver, Sunday 3 April 201y
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marijuana that is being Incinerated in Tluana, Mexico, Photograph: Guillermo Arias/AP

On 10 April 2006, n DC-g jet landed 11 the port eity of Cindad del Carmen, on the Gulf of
Mexico, as the sun was setting, Mesican soldiers, waiting to Lntercept it, found 128 cases
packed with 5.7 tons of cacaine, valued at $100m. But something else ~ more important
ond far-reaching - was discovered in the paper trail behind the purchase of the plane by
the Sinalon narco-trafficking cartel.

During a 22-month investigation by agents from the US Drug Enforcement
Administration, the Internal Revenue Service and others, it emerged (hat the cocaine
smugglers had bought the plane with money they had laundered through one of the
biggest banks in the United States: Wachovia, now part of the giant Wells Fargo,

The authorities uncovered billions of dollars in wire transfers, traveller's cheques and
cash shipments through Mexican exchanges into Wachovia aceounts. Wachovia wag put
under immediate Investigation for falling to maintain an effective anti-money
laundering programme. Of special significance was that the period concerned began in
2004, which coineided with the firat escalation of violence zlong the US-Mexico horder
that ignited the corrent drugs war.

Criminal proceedings were brought aguinst Wachovia, though not against any
individusl, but the case never came to court, In March 2010, Wachovia settled the
blggest actlon brought under the US bank secrecy acl, through the US distriet court in
Miam!. Now that the year's "deferred prosecyution” has expired, the bank is in effect in
the elear, It paid federal authorities $110m in forfelture, for allowing transactions later
proved ta he connected to drug smuggling, and ineurred a $50m flne for faillng to

htip://wwrw.puardian,co.uk/world/201 1/apr/03/us-bank-mexico-drug-gangs/print 4/3/2011
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monitor cash uged to ship 22 tons of cocalne,

More shocking, and more important, the bank was sanctioned Tor failing to apply the
proper anti-laundering strictures to the transfer of $378.4bn A sum equivalent to one.
third of Mexico's gross natlonal product - into doliay accounts from so-called casqs de
cambio (CDCs) in Mexico, turrency exchange houses with which the bank did business.

"Wachovia's blatant disregard for our banking laws gave International cocaine cartels 5
virtual carte blanche to finance their operations,” said Jeffrey Sloman, the feders)
proSecutor. Yet the total fine was less than 2% of the bank's $12.abn profit for 2009, Op
24 March 2010, Wells Fargo stock traded at $30.86 ~ up 1% on the week of the court

settlement,

The conelusion to the case was only the tiﬁ of an iceberg, demonstrating the role of the
“legal” banking sector in swilling hundreds of billions of dgllars — the blood money from
the murderous drug trade in Mexico and other places in the world - aroung their global

operations, now bailed oyt

by the taxpayer,

At the helght of the 2008 banking crisis, Antonio Maria Costa, then head of the United
Nations offics on drugs and crime, said he had evidence 1o suggest the proceeds from
drugs and crime were "the anly liquid investment capital” available 10 bunks on the
brink of collapse. "Inter-bank loans were funded by money that ariginated from the
drugs trade,” he sald. "There were signs that some banks were rescued that way."

Wachovla was acquired by Wells Fargo during the 2008 crash, just as Wells Fargo
became a beneflciary of $25bn in taxpayers' money. Wachovla's prosecutors wete clear,

however, that there was no

suggestion Wells Fargo had behaved improperly; it had co-

operated fully with the investigation. Mexico is the US's third largest international
trading partner and Wachovla was understandably interested In this volume of

legitimata trade,

Joaé Luis Marmolejo, who prosecuted those running one of the casqs de cumbio at the
Mexican end, said: "Wachovia handled all the transfers. They never reported any ns

suspicious.”

"As early 21 2004, Wachovi
settlement with the federal

a understood the rizk," the bank admitted in the statement of
government, but, “deaplite these warnings, Waehovia

remained in the buslness”. There is, of course, the legitimate use of CDCs as a way into
the Hispanie market, [n 2005 the World Boank =aid that Mexico was receiving $8.1bn, in

remittancan,

During research into the Wachovia Mexlean cane, the Observer obtained documents
Mreviously provided to financlal regulaiors, Tt ermerged that the alarm that wag ignoped
came from, atong other places, London, a3 a result of the ditigence of one of the maost
important whistleblowers of our tme, A man who, in a setles of interviews with the
Observer, adds detafl to the documen ts, laying bare the story of how Wachovia was a
the centre of one of the world's bligest money-laundering operations,

Martin Woods, s Liverpudlian in his mid-40s, Joined the London office of Wachovia
Bank in Pebruary 2003 as 4 senior anti-money laundering officer, He had previously
served with the Metropolitan police drug squad. As a detective he joined the money-
Taundering investigation teamn of the National Crime Squad, where he wotked on the
British end of the Bank of New Yark money-laundering scandal in the late 19g0s.

Waods talks like a police officer — in the best sense of the word: punetitious, exact, with
a roguish humour, hut moral at the core. He was 4n jdeal appolntment for any bank

http://www.guardian.co.uk/world/2011 /apr/OB/us—bank-mexico-drug-gangs/print
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eager to opei'ate a diligent and effective rlsk mansgement policy agalnat the lucrative
scourge of high finance; laundering, knowing or otherwise, the vast proceeds of
criminaiity, tax-evasion, and dealing In arms and drugs.

Woods had a police officer's aye and 5 Police offlcer's instincts ~ nat thasa of a banker,
And this Influenced not only his methods, but his men tality. "I think that g lot of things
matter mote than money ~ and that marka you out in a culture which appears to prevail
in many of the banks in the warld," he suys, :

Wootls was set apart by his modus operand;. Hig speciality, he explains, was hjs
application of s "know your ¢Jient”, or KVC, pollcing strategy to identifying dirty money,
"KYC is a fundamentsl approach to anti-money laundering, going after tax evasion or
counter-terrorist finuncing, Who are your ellents? 1g the documentation right? Good,
respondible banking involved always knowing your customer and it still does,”

When he looked at Wachavla, the first thing Woods noticed was a deficiency in KYC
information, And amang his Airst reports to his sy periors at the bank's headquarters in
Charlotte, North Carolina, were observations on a shortfall in KYC at Wachovia's
operation in London, which he set about correcting, while at the same time
implementing what was known as an enhanced transaction moniloring programme,
gathering move information on clients whose money came through the bank's offices in
the City, in sterling or eurvs, By August 2606, Woads had identified & number of
suspieions transactions relating to casas de eambio customers in Mexico,

Primarily, these Involved deposits of traveller's cheques in euros. They had sequential
numbers and deposited Jarger amounts of money than any Innocent travelling petwon
would need, with inadeguate or no KYC information on them and what 2eemed loa
trained eye to be dubjons signatures, "It was basic work,” he says. “They didn't answer
the obvlous questions: ‘Is the transaction real, or does jt look synthetic? Does the
traveller's chaque meet the protocols? fg it alf there, and if not, why not?™

Woods discussed the matter with Wachovia's global head of anti-money laundering for
correspondent banking, who believed the cheques contd slgnify 1ax evasion. He then
undertook what banks call 4 ook back” at previowy transactions and saw fit to submit a
saries of SARs, or suspiclous activity reports, to the authorities inthe URand his

" supetiors in Charlotte, uraing the blocking of named pariles and lurge serfes of
sequentially numbered mavellor's cheques from Mexjco. He issued a number of SARs In
2006, of which 50 related to the casas de cambio i Mexico. To his amazement, the
regponse from Wachovla's Miami office, the centre for Latin Ametican business, was
anything buat sppportive — he faft it was ¢uite the reverse,

As it turmed ont, however, Woods was on the Hight track. Wachovia's business in Mexlco
wak coming under closer and ¢loser seruting by US federal law enforcement, Wachovia
was igaued with a number of subpoenas for Information on its Mexlean operation,
Woods has subsequently been informed that Wachovia had six or seven thousand
subpoenas. He says this was "An absurd number. So at what point does someone at the
highest level not get the feeltng thar something is very, very wrong?*

In April and May 2007, Wachovia — ag a result of fncreasing interest and pressure from
the U3 attarmey's office — began to close its relaonship with some of the casus de
cambio. But vather than launch an internal investigation into Woods's aletis over
Mexico, Woods clalms Washavia hung itz own money-laundering expert out to dry. The
vecords show that during 2007 Woods "continued to submit moge SARs related to the
casus de cambin”,

http://www.guardian.co,uk/world/201 1/apr/03/us-bank—mexico-drug-gangs/pﬁnt 4/3/2011
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In July 2097, all af Wachovies remaining 10 Moxiesn a184 o curmbio cllents operating
through London suddenly stopped doing 8o, Leter ln 2007, after the inveatigation of
Wachovia was reported in the US financlal medis, the bank declded to end its remaining
relationalps with the Mexican casas de cambio globally, By this time, Woods says, he
found his personal sltuation within the bank untenable; while the bauk acted on one
level to protect ltself from the federal investigation into its shortcomings, an another, it
rounded on the man who had been among the first to spot them.

On 16 Jore Woods was Lold by Wachovia's head of camipliunce that his latest SAR need
not have heen filed, that he had no legal requirement to investigate an overseas case and
na right of access to documents held oversers from Britain, even if they were held by
Wachovia,

Woods's life went into freefal), He went to hogpital with a prolapsed disc, reporied sjck
and was told by the bank that he not done 6o in the approptiate manner, as directed by
the employees' handbook. He was off work for three weeks, returning in August 2007 to
find a letter frgm the hank's mplianee manngtig disaotor, shish vas wareleatlug In hs
tone and words of warning,

The letter addressed itself to what, the manager called "specific examples of your failure
to parform at an acceptable standard®, Woods, on the edge of a breakdown, was put on
gick leave by his GP; he was loter given paychiatrle treatment, enrolled on a siress
management course and put on medication.

Late ih 2007, Woods attended a function at Scotland Yard where colleagues from the US
were belng entertained. There, he sought put a representative of the Drug Bnforcement
Administration and told him shout the casas de cambio, the SARs and his employer's
renction. The Federal Rezerve and offlefals of the office of comptroller of currency in
Washington DC then "spent n Iot of time wxamining the SARs" that had been sen| by
Woods to Charlotte from London,

"They got back In touch with me » while afterwards and we began to put the pieces of
the figsaw together,” says Woods, What they found was — as Costa 8ays — the Hip of the
iceberg of what wus happening to drug money in the banking industry, but at least it was
visihle and it had a name: Wachovia,

Tn June 2005, the DEA, the criminal division of the Internal Revenue Service and the
LS attorney's office in southern Florida bepan investigating wire transfers from Mexico
to the US. They were traced back to correspotident bank accounts held by cases de
cambio at Wachovia, The CDC accounts were supervised and raanaged hy a businesg
unit of Wachovin in the banlds Miami officas, :

"Through CDCs," said the court document, "persons in Mexieo can use hard currency
and ... wite transfor the valpe of that currency to US bank accounts to purchase itets in
the United States or other covntries. The nature of the CDC business allows money
Jaunderers the opportunity to move drug dollars that are in Mexico into CbCs ang
ultimately into the US banking aystem, '

"On nwmerous occaslons,” say the court papers, “monies were deposited inta a CDChya
drug-trafficldng organisation. Using false identities, the CDC then wired that money
through lts Wachovia correspondent bank acoounts for the purchase of uirplanes for
drog-trafficking organisations.” The court settlement of 2o 10 would detail that "nearly
$13m went through eorrespondent bank accounts at Wachovia for the purchase of
nlreraft to be used in the illegal naseotics trade. From these aircra ft, more than
20,000kg of cocalne were selzed.”

hetpi/vrww.gardian co,uk/world/2011/apr/03/us.boskemexlemd, ug-gungy/print 41372011
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All this occurred desplte the fact that Wachovia's offies was in Miaml, deslgnated by the
US govermment au o “highs{ntonsity Midiny lanntering and relatod finanelal vl urea®,
and a “high-intensity drug traffcking area”, Since the drug cartel war began in 2005,
Mexico had been designated a high-tisk source of money laundering,

"As early 48 2004, the court settlernent would read, "Wachovia understood the righ that
was associated with doing business with the Mexican CDCs, Wachovia wag aware of the
general industry warnings, As early as July 2005, Wachovia wys aware that other large
US banks were exiting the CDC business based on [antl-money lavndering] concerns . .
despite these warnings, Wachovig temained in business,”

On 16 March 2010, Donglas Edwards, senjor vice-president of Wachovia Bank, put his
signature ta page 10 of a 25-page settlement, fn which the bank admitted its role as
outlined by the prosecutors, On page 11, he slgned again, ag senior viee-president of
Wells Fargo, The docurments show Wachovia providing three services to 22 CDCs in
Mexico: wire transfers, a "bulk cash service" and a "pouch deposit serviee”, to accept
“deposit itetns drawn on US banks, eg cheques and traveller's cheques', ag spotted by
Wonds,

“For the time period of 1 May 2004 through 31 May 2007, Wachovia processed at least
$§373.6bn in CDCs, $4.7bn in bulk cash” — g lotal of more than $378.3bn, a gum that
dwarfs the budgets debated by US statc and UK local authorities o provide servicgs to
citizens,

The document gives a fascinéting insight into how the lay ndering of drug money works,
It deteils how investigators "found readily \dentiflable evidence of red Hagy of large-
scale money laundering". There were "structured wire transfers” wherehy “it was
commonplace in the CDC accoitnts for round-number wire transfers to be made on the
fame day or in clase suceession, by the same wire senders, for the ... same account”,

Over twa days, 10 wire transfers by four Indtvidusls “went \hough Wachovia for dapogit
into an aircraft broker's account. All of the transfers wene In round numbers, None of
the individuals of business that wired money had any connection 10 the aircraft or the
entity that allegedly owned the alreraft, The investigation has further revealed that the
identitles of the individuals who sent the money were false and that the business was 4
shell entity, That plane was subsequently seized with approximately 2,000kg of cocaine
on board.”

Many of the sequentlally numbered traveller's chequey, of the kind dealt with by Woods,
contained “unususl markings" or "lacked any Jegible s(gnature”, Also, "many of the
CDCy that used Wachovia's bulk cash service sent significanily more eush to Wachovia
than what Wachovia had expected. More specifically, many of the CDCs exeeeded their
monthly activity by at Jeast 50%."

Recognising these "red flags”, the US attorney’s office in Miarni, the IRS and the DEA
began juvestignting Wachovia, later joined by FinCEN, one of the S Treasury's
agencies to fight money Jaundering, while the offlce of the comptroller of the currency
carried out a parallel investigation. The violatlons they found were, suys the document,
"serious and systemic and allowed certain Wachovia customers 1o launder millions of
dollars of proceeds from the sale of illegal harcotics through Wachovia accounts over an
extended time perlod. The investigation has ldentified that at least $110m in drug
proceeds were furmelled through the CDC acoounts held at Wachovia."

The settlement concludes by dlscussing Wachovia's "considerable co-operation and
remadlal actions” since the prosecution was initiated, after the bank was bought by

http://www.guardian.co.uk/world/201 t fapr/03/y s-bank-mexico-drug-gangs/prin 4/3/2011
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Wells Fargo. "In cansideration of Wachovia's remedial actions,” concludes the
progecutor, "the United States shall recommend to the conrt .., that prosecution of
Wachovie on the information filed .., be deferrod fora period of 12 monthg,”

But while the fodera) prosecution proceeded, Woads had remaiped out in the cold. On
Christmas Eve 2008, hls lawyers filed tribunal procesdi ngs agalnat Wachovia for
bullying and detrimental treatment of a whistleblower. The case waa sattled ip May
2009, by which tinie Woods felt ag though he was "the most toxdc person in the bank”,
Wechovia agreed to pay an undisclosed amount, in return for which Woods left the bank
and said he would not make public (he terms of the settletnent,

After years of tribulation, Woods was finally formally vindicated, though not by
Wachovia: a letter arrived from John Dugag, the com ptraller of the currency in
Washington DC, dated 19 March 2010 ~ threa days after the settlement in Miami,
Dugan sald be was "writing ta personally recognise and expréss my appreciation for the

be possible,

The so-called “deferred progecution” detailed in the Miami doctiment s a form of
probation whereby if the hank abides by the law for 5 year, chavges are dropped. So thie
March the bank was in the clear. The weelk that the deferred prosecution expired, g
spokeswoman for Wells Fargo said the barent bank had no comment to make on the
documentation pertaining to Woods's case, or his allegations. She added that there was
1o conitnent on Sloman's remarks to the court; & provision in the gettlement stipulated
Wachovia was not allowed to lssne publi¢ statements that contradlcted jt.

But the settlement leaves a souy taste in many mouths — and ¢ertainly in Woods's, The
deferred prosecution is part of this "cup-out all round”, he says, “The regnlatory
authorities do not have po spend any more tinie on it, and they don't have to push Jt as
far ag a critning| trial. They just lasue criminal proceedings, and settle. The law
enforrament paople do what they are supposed to da, but what's the point? All those
people dealing with all that mon ey from drug-trafficking and murder, and no one goes
tojail?”

One of the foremost figures in the training of anti-money 1a underlng officers is Robert
Mazur, lead infiltrator for US lyw enforcement of the Colombian Medelify cartel during
the epic prosecution and col lupse of the BCCI banking business in 1991 (his story was
made famous by his memoir, The Infittrator, which became a movie),

Mazur, whose flrm Chase and Associa tes works clasely with law enforcement agendales
and trains officers for bank anti-money laundering, cast a keen eye over the case agalnst
Wachovia, and he says now that “the only thing that will make the bunls ptoperly
vigilant to what is happening is when they hear the rattle of handeuffs in the
boatdroom”, :

Mazur sald that "a lot of the law enforcement people were disappointed to see a
settlement” between the administeation and Wachovia. "But 1 know there were external
tircumstances that worked to Wachovia's benefit, not least that the US banking system
wag on the edge of collapse.” :

What concerns Mazur is that what law enforcsment agencies and politicians hope to
achieve againat the cartels is limited, and falls short of the obvious attack the US could

http://www.guardian,co. uk/world/201 1/apr/03/us-bank-m exico-drug-gangs/print 4/3/2011
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make in its war on drugs: go after the money. “We're thinking way too amall,” Mazur
says. "1 train law enforcement officers, thousands of them evety year, and they say to me
that if they tried to do half of what I did, they'd be arrested, But I tell them: 'You got to
think blg, The headlines you will be reading in seven years' time will be the result of the
worlt you begin now.' With BCCI, we had to spend two years setting it up, two years
dolng undercover work, and another two years getting it to trial, If they want to do
something big, like go after the money, that's how long it takes,"

But Mazur warns: "If you look at the career ladders of law enforcement, there's no
incentive to go after the big money. People move every two to three years, The DEA is
focused on drug trafficking rather than woney laundering, You get a quicker result that
way -~ they want to get the teaffickers and selze their asets. But this is like troating a
sick plant by cutting offa faw branches - it just gtows new ones. Going after the big
money 1 cutting down the plant - it's a harder door to knock on, it's o longer haul, and
It won't get you the short-term riches."

The office of the corptroller of the currency is stii] examining whether individuals ir
Wachovis are criminally Hable. Sources at FinCEN say that a so-calied "look-back® isin
process, as directed by the settlement and agreed to by Wachovia, Into the $378.4bu
that was nol direetly associated with the sircraft purchases and cocaine hayls, bt
neither was it subject to the proper anti-laundering checks. A FInCEN source sayy that
$20bn already examined appeats to have “suspicious origins”, But this i just the
beginning,

Antonhie Maria Costa, who was exsettive director of the UN's office on drugs and crime
fromy May 2002 to August 2010, charts the history of the comamination of the global
banking industry by drug and criminal money since his first Initiatives to try to curb i
from the European commission during the 15908, *The connection between organised
crime and financial Institutions started in the late 19705, early 1980s,” he sayz, "when
the mafia became globalised.”

Until then, eriminal money had cireulated 1a rzely in cash, with the authorities making
the oceasional, spectacutar “sting"” or huul. During Costa's lime s director for economics
and finance at the EC in Brussels, from 1987, inroads were made against penetration of
baxtks by eriminal Iaundering, and "criming money started moving back to cash, ol of
the financial institutions and banks, Then two things happened: the #i nancial erisis in
Russia, afler the emergence of the Russian mafia, and the crises of 2003 and 2007-08,

"With these crises," says Costa, "the banking sector was short of liquidity, the banks
exposed themselves to the criminal syndicates, who had cash in hand,*

Costa questions the readiness of governments and their regulatory structures to
challenge thiy large-sesle corruption of the global economy: "Government regulators
showed what they were espable of when the jssye suddenly changed to laundering
money for terrorism — on that, they suddenly became serious and changed thejy
attitnde,”

Hardly surprising, then, that Wachovia does not appeqr to be the end of the line, In
August 2010, it emerged In quarterly disclosures by H3BC that the S justice
department wae seeking to fine it for antl-money laundering compliance problems
reported to include dealings with Mexje,

hitp://www.guardian.co.uk/world/201 1/apr/03/us-bank-mexicondrug-gangs/pﬁnt 4/3/2011
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"Wachovia had my résumé, they knew who I was,” says Woods, "But thay did not want
to know - their attitude was, ‘Why are you doing this?" Thay ahould have been on my
aide, because they were compliance pecple, not eommercial people. But really they were
commereial people all along, We're talking about hundreds of milllons of dollars, This {s
the biggeat money-laundering scandal of our Hine, :

"These are the proceeds of murder and misery in Mexdeo, and of drugs sold around the
world," he says. “All the law enforcement people wanted to see this come to trial, But no
one oes to Jail. "What does the settlement do tofight the cartels? Nothing — i1 doesn't
make the job of law enforcement casier and it encourages the cartels and anyone who
wants to make money by laundering their blood doliars. Where's the rigkp There is none,

Woods fecls unable to rest on his laurels, He tours the world for a consultancy he now
runs, Hermes Forensic Solutlons, counselling and speaking to banks on the dungers of
lauirdering criminal money, and how to spot and stop it. "Now York and London," says
Woods, “have become the world's two biggest laundries of eriminal and drug money,
and offshore tax bavens, Not the Cayman Islands, not the Isle of Man or Jersey. The big
laundering ia right through the City of London and Wall Street,

"After the Wachovia ¢se, na one in the regalatory community has sat down with me
and asked, 'What happened? or "What can we do to avoid this happening to other
banks? They are not interested. They are the same people wha attack the
whistleblowers and this ls a position the [British) Financial Services Authority at least
has adopted on legal advice: 3t has been advised that the confiden tiality of banking and
bankers takes primacy over the public information disclosure aet. That is how the
priorities work: secrecy first, publle interest second, -

"Meanwhile, tha drug indusu-y‘haa two products: money and suffering, On one hand,
you have massive profits and enrichment, On the other, you have magsjve suffering,
misery and death. You cannot separate one from the other,

"What happened at Wachovia was symptomatic of the failure of the entire tegulatory
system to apply the kind of proper governane and adequate risk management which
would have prevented not just the Ia undering of blood money, but the global crisis.”
wuardian.o.uk & Guardian News and Medin TAited 201 .
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The best and worst of FOlAgate

By Miko Riggs - The Dally Caller 4:00 M 03/30/201 1

1,) DHS attorney Reid Cox attempted to “steal” evidence from a FOlAgete hearing (page 107)

Afler montha of Investigating, the House Oversight Committas has raleasad its rapart on aliegations of FOIA
abuse (n the Department of Homeland Security. At 160 pages (PDF), "A New Era of Opanness? How and
Why Political Staff at DHS Interfered with the FOIA Process” is chock-full of tesfimony and evidence to make
your jaw drop. In order to help our readers get to the julclest pants, Tha Dally Caller has compiled a list of the
most fascinating facts from the commitiee's repont, inciuding evidence of incompetence, theft, and
intentional decalt.

“After @ witness Interview on March 4, 2011, a Department lawysr attempted to

remove Cammittee documents from the interview room. All documents entered as exhibits duting the
interview were oblained by the Committee In the course of its Investigation into political interfarence with the
Department's FOIA function,” reads the Oversight Committee's raport.

“After the interview concluded and the court reparter packed her equipment, Attomey Reid Cox attempted to
leave the room with the Commitlee's exhibits in his bag. Committes staff asked Cox Iif he had the exhibits in
his bag, and he confirmed that he did. Cox wag admanished by Republican and Damocratic staff that [sic] he
was not parmitied to leave with the exhibits, Democratic staff advised Cox that the exhibits are Committes
documents and as such, they are the property of the Commitiee and cannot be ramoved without permission.
Cox explained that the Department disagreed with that position and he moved toward the door.”

Cax later retumed to the commitiee rodm to pive the following statement.

As counsel for DHS, [ object 1o counsel for the committee's refusal to aflow exhibita they had shown to the
witniess and that all are e-mail messages from DHS personnel to DHS persannel on their officiel DHS-issued
accounts and use of e-mail services. These are not committee records, these ere, rather, DHS recordg; and
so there is no reason the comnittee should be able lo prevent us from taking them, since they have shown
them (o the witnass end used them in this interview.

" I mean, 1 guess | would note aisa for the record that because the commiftee — because the recontls have no

origination nor creation or editing by the committes, other than redactions, it seoms to me the committae has.

no reasor fo be able to exercise any control over thoss documents, and that they retain the nature of being
DHS documents. ‘

2.) Napolitano's personal FOIA taam has no ldea how FOIA works {(page 24)

Front oftice staff know very almost nothing about the Freedom of Information Act according to varlous
teatimonias.

One front office staffer describer her colleagues’ grasp of the act thusly: “And thay [sic] were quaations, you
kniow, what does this exemption mean? What does this proceasing mean? Questions about - again, the
waekly report standard was the same since 2008, but asking, this request came in on Tuesday, when is the
response due? When are we going to send the rasponse out? So, again, it was a basic explanation of what
the Fraedom of Information Act requires and what It doss not require.”

Meanwhile, a career FOIA staffer expiained 1o the Oversight Committee that the Front Office wanted to be
able to redact or deny FOIA requests based on the pelitica of the requester.

“Do you know anything about this Investigation or why tis of interestsignificant,” 8 Napolitanc aide asked a
caraer FOIA staffer. The career FOIA stalfer responded that requesters’ identities are moot, telling
Oversight, “Typically disciosure to one is a disclosure Lo all. So why a requester wants them doesn't — can't
{actor into our analysis of whether or not they are releasable. Whether or not the requester falis —the identity
of the requester, for example, doesn't matter with respect to releasabilify.”

When the front office's questions persisted, a caroer FOIA staffer scheduled a meeting to help the political
gtaff leam more about FOIA. The political staff trested the meating as a joke, “This woman is @ lunalic,”
wrate Napolitano staffer Amy Schiossman to colleague John Bandweg. “You have fo aftend this mig-if
nothing else, for the comie rellef,”

3.) Secretary Napolitano's political staff encourage FOLA underlings to deceive their direct
supervigors (page Ba)

Mark Dorgan is a career DHS smployee and & FOIA specialist. His boss, Catherine Papol, s a FOIA ¢hlef,
meaning she supervises the FOIA pracess for career DHS employees (career means “non-political’). .

=45



APR—-12—-2211 @4:89 PHM G 2 TAYLOR Sz28 281 7148 P.46

“In Januery 2010, Dorgen wag detalled to tha Office of the Secretary (o serve as the point of eontact for
FOIA requests with Front Office equities (Polilical employess and those closast to Napolisng comprise the
front office.) Dorgan's move 1o the Front Office was ntended to help ‘streamiine the Front Office processing,’
decrease delays, and help answer Front Office questions on FOIA"

Shortly after joining Napalitano's team, Dorgan requested a transfer. According to Papal, Dorgan was
repealedly asked by Napolitano's team to route requesis around his FOIA collsagues in order not to raise
their suspicions about inappropriate redactions. "They repeatadly agked him to go around my office, to not
make waves, stataments of that naturs,” Papo! testifiad. :

In July 2010, after just six months working in the front office at DHS, Dorgan wae transferred back to his old
jab,

Read more: http://dailycatier. com/2011/03/30Ahe-hest-and-worst-of-foiagate/xzz1IFs1ybeT



