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COMMITTEE ON NATURAL RESOURCES 

113
th

 Congress Disclosure Form 

As required by and provided for in House Rule XI, clause 2(g) and  

the Rules of the Committee on Natural Resources  

 

H.R. ____ “Strengthening Fishing Communities and Increasing Flexibility in Fisheries Management Act” 

Friday, February 28, 2014 

 

For Individuals: 

 

 

1.  Name: 

 

 

2.  Address: 

 

 

3.  Email Address: 

 

 

4.  Phone Number: 

 

 

* * * * * 

 

 

For Witnesses Representing Organizations: 

 

1. Name: Peter Shelley  

 

 

2.  Name of Organization(s) You are Representing at the Hearing: Conservation Law Foundation, Inc. 

 

 

3. Business Address: 62 Summer St., Boston MA 02110 

 

 

4. Business Email Address: [Information redacted for privacy] 

 

 

5.  Business Phone Number: [Information redacted for privacy] 
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For all Witnesses 

 

Mr. Peter Shelley - Conservation Law Foundation 

H.R. ____ “Strengthening Fishing Communities and Increasing Flexibility in Fisheries Management Act” 

Friday, February 28, 2014 
 

a. Any training or educational certificates, diplomas or degrees or other educational experiences that are 

relevant to your qualifications to testify on or knowledge of the subject matter of the hearing. 

 

Juris Doctor, Suffolk University Law School (1978); Hobart College, B.A. Economics (1969) 

 

 

b. Any professional licenses, certifications, or affiliations held that are relevant to your qualifications to testify 

on or knowledge of the subject matter of the hearing. 

 

None. 

 

c. Any employment, occupation, ownership in a firm or business, or work-related experiences that relate to 

your qualifications to testify on or knowledge of the subject matter of the hearing. 

 

I have worked for 30 years at Conservation Law Foundation on a broad range of marine policy and law 

issues, primarily focused on New England. I am an author of three published law review articles on 

federal fisheries management. I was appointed as an adjunct professor of marine policy (including 

fisheries management policy) at the University of Maine Law School (3 years). I was the lead attorney 

in successful federal litigation arguing the correct interpretation of various provisions of the Magnuson-

Stevens Act. I have attended hundreds of New England Fishery Council meetings, groundfish 

committee meetings, and related technical meetings. Due to my expertise, I was recommended for 

council membership by Governor Patrick several years ago; I was not appointed to that position by the 

Department of Commerce. I was awarded the David B. Stone Award by the New England Aquarium 

for my marine policy advocacy in fisheries management. I also received a Pew Marine Fellowship in 

1996.  I am an avid freshwater and saltwater recreational fisherman. 

 

d.  Any federal grants or contracts (including subgrants or subcontracts) from the Department of Commerce 

that you have received in the current year and previous four years, including the source and the amount of 

each grant or contract. 

 

None. 

 

e. A list of all lawsuits or petitions filed by you against the federal government in the current year and the 

previous four years, giving the name of the lawsuit or petition, the subject matter of the lawsuit or petition, 

and the federal statutes under which the lawsuits or petitions were filed. 

 

None. 

 

f. A list of all federal lawsuits filed against you by the federal government in the current year and the previous 

four years, giving the name of the lawsuit, the subject matter of the lawsuit, and the federal statutes under 

which the lawsuits were filed. 

 

None. 

 

g. Any other information you wish to convey that might aid the Members of the Committee to better 
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understand the context of your testimony. 

 

 

Although CLF is primarily known for its traditional conservation work, our Board members and 

organizational mission reflect CLF’s commitment to protecting New England’s traditional 

communities. That interest extends specifically to New England’s fishing communities and I have 

developed significant and meaningful relationships with many of New England’s commercial and 

recreational fishermen and their advisors. 
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Witnesses Representing Organizations 

 

Mr. Peter Shelley - Conservation Law Foundation 

H.R. ____ “Strengthening Fishing Communities and Increasing Flexibility in Fisheries Management Act” 

Friday, February 28, 2014 
 

h. Any offices, elected positions, or representational capacity held in the organization(s) on whose behalf you 

are testifying. 

 

I am a Vice President and Senior Counsel with CLF. I was the Director of CLF’s Maine office for 7 

years and Director of CLF’s Massachusetts office for 7 years. 

 

 

i. Any federal grants or contracts (including subgrants or subcontracts) from the Department of Commerce 

that were received in the current year and previous four years by the organization(s) you represent at this 

hearing, including the source and amount of each grant or contract for each of the organization(s). 

 

None. 

 

j. A list of all lawsuits or petitions filed by the organization(s) you represent at the hearing against the federal 

government in the current year and the previous four years, giving the name of the lawsuit or petition, the 

subject matter of the lawsuit or petition, and the federal statutes under which the lawsuits or petitions were 

filed for each of the organization(s). 

 

 

 

Name  Subject Matter Statutes 
Conservation Law Foundation  v. 

Environmental Protection Agency 

et al. (2:2008-cv-00238) 

Failure to fulfill the requirements of the 

Clean Water Act and Administrative 

Procedure Act in reviewing and approving 

the Lake Champlain Phosphorus Total 

Maximum Daily Load  
 

Clean Water Act and 
Administrative Procedure Act 

American Nurses Association et 

al v. Johnson et al (1:2008-cv-

02198) 

Failure to promulgate final national 

emissions standards for hazardous air 

pollutants 

Clean Air Act 

CLF and CRWA Comments on 

Residual Designation Pursuant to 

Clean Water Act Region I 

EPA Region 1 Residual Designation 

Authority to require reductions in polluted 

storm water runoff from existing private 

development in the Charles River watershed 

Clean Water Act 

Conservation Law Foundation, 

Inc. v. Lisa P. Jackson in her 

official capacity as Administrator, 

U.S. EPA (1:10-cv-11455) 

Unlawful approval of Total Maximum 

Daily Loads for nitrogen, seeking injunctive 

and declaratory relief 

Clean Water Act  and 

Administrative Procedure Act 

Conservation Law Foundation, 

Inc. v. Lisa P. Jackson in her 

official capacity as Administrator, 

U.S. EPA (1:11-cv-11657) 

Failure to carry out duties related to area-

wide management plan for water quality on 

Cape Cod 

Clean Water Act and 

Administrative Procedure Act 

Sierra Club, et al v. EPA (08-

70030) 

Petition to review a final action of the EPA 

Administrator under the Clean Air Act 
Clean Air Act 

Natural Resources Defense 

Council, et al v. EPA, et al (08-

1180) 

Petition to review a final action of the EPA 

Administrator under the Clean Air Act 
Clean Air Act 
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Conservation Law Foundation v. 

EPA (10-2141) 
Petition for review of NPDES permit Clean Water Act 

Center for Bio. Diversity v. EPA  

(11-1101) 
Petition to review a final action of the EPA 

Administrator under the Clean Air Act 
Clean Air Act 

Conservation Law Foundation v. 

EPA (11-1610) 
Petition for review of NPDES permit Clean Water Act 

Conservation Law Foundation, 

Inc. v. Lisa P. Jackson in her 

official capacity as Administrator, 

U.S. EPA (1:13-cv-12704-MLW) 

Unlawful approval of Total Maximum 

Daily Loads for nitrogen, seeking injunctive 

and declaratory relief 

Clean Water Act  and 

Administrative Procedure Act 

Conservation Law Foundation v. 

EPA (12-1104) 
Petition for review of rule regarding 

operation of reciprocating internal 

combustion engines as arbitrary and 

capricious 

Clean Air Act 

CLF et al Petition for Residual 

Designation of Unregulated 

Stormwater Discharges in Regions 

1, 3 and 9. 

EPA Region 1, 3, and 9 Residual 

Designation Authority to require reductions 

in polluted storm water runoff from existing 

development in numerous impaired 

watersheds throughout these EPA regions. 

Clean Water Act 

CLF Petition for Dedelegation of 

NPDES Programs re: State of 

Vermont 

Petition requesting that EPA revoke 

Vermont’s delegation of Clean Water Act 

authority for numerous reasons including 

inadequate enforcement authority, 

inadequate public participation provisions, 

and failure to regulate known point sources. 

Clean Water Act 

Conservation Law Foundation v. 

US Environmental Protection 

Agency, 1:12-cv-00176-GZS, filed 

in the federal district court in 

Maine. 

The lawsuit alleged that the EPA failed to 

perform its mandatory and nondiscretionary 

duty to review and approve or disapprove of 

a change in Maine’s water quality standards 

caused by a state law that prevented 

alewives from passing by a certain dam to 

reach their natural spawning grounds in the 

upper St. Croix River. 

Clean Water Act 

In Re: Town of Newmarket 

Wastewater Treatment Plant (EAB 

NPDES Appeal No. 12-05 

Appeal challenging Town of Newmarket 

NPDES permit, in which CLF appeared as 

amicus curiae in support of permit 

Clean Water Act 

Northern Pass LLC Application for 

Presidential Permit (OE -20) 
 

Protest, Comments and Intervention in 

Department of Energy’s Presidential Permit 

process for proposed transmission project 

Executive Order No. 10485 as 

amended by E.O. 12038, 10 CFR 

205.320 et seq., National 

Environmental Policy Act 
Conservation Law Foundation v. 

Pritzker et al. 13-cv-00821 
Challenge to NMFS regulations allowing 

carryover of unused fishing quota from the 

previous year, authorizing levels of fishing 

higher than scientific advice 

Magnuson-Stevens Fishery 

Conservation and Management 

Act 

Conservation Law Foundation v. 

Pritzker et al. 13-cv-00820 
Challenge to NMFS regulations allowing 

northeast multispecies fishing sectors to 

apply for access to currently closed habitat 

areas 

Magnuson-Stevens Fishery 

Conservation and Management 

Act, National Environmental 

Policy Act 
Conservation Law Foundation v. 

Pritzker et al. 14-cv-00058 
Challenge to NMFS implementing rule 

allowing sector access to portions of 

currently closed habitat areas 

Magnuson-Stevens Fishery 

Conservation and Management 

Act, National Environmental 

Policy Act 

 

 

 



6 

 

 

k. A list of all federal lawsuits filed against the organization(s) you represent at the hearing by the federal 

government in the current year and the previous four years, giving the name of the lawsuit, the subject matter 

of the lawsuit, and the federal statutes under which the lawsuits were filed. 

 

None. 

 

 

l. For tax-exempt organizations and non-profit organizations, copies of the three most recent public IRS Form 

990s (including Form 990-PF, Form 990-N, and Form 990-EZ) for each of the organization(s) you represent 

at the hearing (not including any contributor names and addresses or any information withheld from public 

inspection by the Secretary of the Treasury under 26 U.S.C. 6104)). 

 

 

See attached (Conservation Law Foundation Form 990s for 2010, 2011, and 2012). 
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