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Good afternoon Chairman Gilchrest, Ranking Member Pallone, and Members of the Subcommittee. My name is Dave Rae, and 
I am the Vice President of Public Affairs for the Estate of James Campbell. Thank you for holding this hearing and for 
the opportunity to present testimony regarding H.R. 2866, the “James Campbell National Wildlife Refuge Expansion Act of 
2005”, sponsored by Representatives Abercrombie and Case. 

The Estate of James Campbell supports this legislation and the proposed wildlife refuge expansion in Oahu, Hawaii. The bill 
will enhance the preservation of wildlife and endangered species in Hawaii, help develop and maintain flood controls to 
protect human life and livelihood, and improve the existing wildlife refuge by establishing a single, contiguous parcel of land. 

  

I. OVERVIEW 

Let me begin by providing a brief overview of the history of the Estate of James Campbell and the James Campbell 
National Wildlife Refuge. 

James Campbell was born in Ireland in 1826 as the eighth of 12 children. At the age of 13, he left his homeland to seek fortune 
in the New World by stowing away on a lumber ship. In 1850, James Campbell boarded a whaling ship, which brought him 
to Lahaina, Maui. At age 24, he decided to make Hawaii his permanent home and continued to acquire and manage 
properties until his death in 1900. 

The Estate of James Campbell was founded in 1900 as a private trust, and currently owns property not only in Hawaii, but also 
in 15 mainland states. For more than a century, the Estate has continued James Campbell’s legacy of wise stewardship of 
land and preservation of natural resources. The Estate is the sole landowner of the property within the Kahuku coastal plain 
of Hawaii that is the subject of H.R. 2866. 

The existing James Campbell National Wildlife Refuge was created in 1976 and is managed by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service on land previously owned by the Estate. It is comprised of two parcels on the northeastern tip of Oahu. The 
additional lands proposed for acquisition in this bill would merge these existing, noncontiguous federal parcels into 
one contiguous refuge, thus restoring historical habitat and forming the largest managed freshwater wetland on Oahu.  

  

II. BENEFITS OF The REFUGE EXPANSION 

A.  Wildlife conservation and endangered species protection . The existing refuge and proposed expansion 
areas serve as a bastion for as many as 25 different types of North American water birds, ducks, and geese – not to mention 
a natural habitat for four endangered species of birds – Hawaiian stilts, coots, moorhens, and ducks. At least one species 
of damselfly, several native plants found only in Hawaii, and endangered monk seals make this undisturbed environment 
their home. The expansion of the refuge to include the coastal dunes, coastal strand, and wetlands along the two miles 



of shoreline frontage would protect this rare, pristine habitat for wildlife and endangered species. 

 B.  Value added by unifying the existing refuge into a contiguous whole. Over the past 200 years, we have 
lost more than half the wetlands in the U.S. Of the nation’s wetlands remaining, a mere 5 percent are precious coastal 
wetlands, a fragile fringe of habitats along our shorelines. Currently, the refuge is segmented into two noncontiguous parcels 
of land. The proposed expansion would thus preserve one of the few remaining wild coastlines of its kind in the U.S. 

C.  Flood control . Heavy floods occur frequently in this area, devastating residents, private property and public services in 
the adjacent town of Kahuku. Bordering the wildlife refuge are schools, businesses, houses, and access roads to a 
hospital. Because of the location and natural function of this historical floodplain, the land acquisition would serve as a 
crucial component of flood control. Permanent preservation of these wetlands – with their sizeable storage capacity for 
rainwater – would thus provide an important public safety function. 

  
III.   CONCLUSION 

Mr. Chairman and Members of the Subcommittee, we appreciate your continued commitment to the preservation of our 
natural resources. On behalf of the Estate of James Campbell, I thank you once again for the opportunity to testify in support 
of this important legislation, and look forward to responding to any questions you might have. 
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