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Thank you, Mr. Chairman and Members of the Subcommittee, for conducting this
hearing today and providing me the opportunity to show my support for a bill that I sponsored
with Representatives Jerry Moran, Todd Tiahrt, Nancy Boyda, Leonard Boswell, and Mac
Thornberry. As an Executive Committee member of the Dwight D. Eisenhower Memorial
Commission, I know that this legislation is important to our continuing efforts to establish a
national, permanent memorial to President Eisenhower.

Congress created the Eisenhower Memorial Commission in 1999 and charged the
Commission with establishing a national memorial to Dwight David Eisenhower to honor his
memory and commemorate his contributions to the nation. The Commission is completely
bipartisan, consisting of four Senators, four Representatives, and four private citizens. The

- Commission keeps an office in Washington, D.C. with four full-time staff, including an
Executive Director and Executive Architect.

Since determining a preferred site in June 2005, the Commission has worked tirelessly to
speed the progress of the memorialization. In September 2006, only fifteen months later, the
Commission received final site approval from the National Capital Planning Commission and the
Commission of Fine Arts. The National Eisenhower Memorial will be located across the street
from the National Air and Space Museum at the intersection of Maryland and Independence
Avenues, SW. The site is surrounded by institutions Ike either created or profoundly influenced,
including the Department of Education.

_ The Commission is now engaged in Pre-Design Programming, a concerted effort to
determine what the memorial should be. Eisenhower family members, Eisenhower '
contemporaries, historians, Kansans, and many others have been interviewed on their vision for
the memorial. A voluntary online questionnaire is available to the public. Although there are
many diverse opinions on Ike’s greatest achievement and the appropriate focus for his memorial,
all agree that Eisenhower is, as Michael Korda presents in his new biography, “an American
hero.”

I am particularly proud to claim one of the greatest 20™-century Americans as a
fellow Kansan He ranks as one of the preeminent figures in the global history of the 20th
century. Dwight Eisenhower spent his entire life in public service. His most well-known
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contributions include serving as Supreme Commander of the Allied Expeditionary Forces in
World War II and as 34th President of the United States, but Eisenhower also served as the first
commander of NATO and as President of Columbia University. Dramatic changes occurred in
America during his lifetime, many of which he participated in and influenced through his
extraordinary leadership as President. Although Ike grew up before automobiles existed, he
created the Interstate Highway System and took America into space. He created NASA, the
Department of Health, Education, and Welfare, and the Federal Aviation Administration. He
added Hawaii and Alaska to the United States and ended the Korean War. President Eisenhower
desegregated the District of Columbia and sent federal troops into Little Rock, Arkansas, to
enforce school integration. He defused international crises and inaugurated the national security
policies that guided the nation for the next three decades, leading to the peaceful end of the Cold
War. A career soldier, Eisenhower championed peace, freedom, justice and security, and as
President he stressed the interdependence of those goals. He spent a lifetime fulfilling his duty to
his country, always remembering to ask what's best for America.

The development of the Pre-Design Program will produce three books to serve as an
information packet for potential designers and the eventual design team for the memorial. The
reasons for building a memorial to Eisenhower are only one part of the challenge set out in the
Pre-Design Program. Technical considerations and guidance from the National Park Service are
also included. Issues from preserving the historic view to the U.S. Capitol to providing a
National Park Service Ranger station at the site are presented. This stage is the last major step
prior to procuring a design team.

While the Eisenhower Memorial Commission has so far been able to efficiently manage
the memorialization process, the tasks involved in design and construction require revised
administrative and operational authority. H.R. 2094 provides the needed revisions and will
enable the Commission to work more efficiently and effectively during design and construction
when quick turnaround times are vital and daily decisions must be made. The authority provided
in this legislation is based on the authority given to temporary commissions in existence for up to
three years. The Eisenhower Memorial Commission has similar needs, but exists for no set time
period. The Commission will exist until the completion of the memorial.

For example, H.R. 2094 will enable the Commission to hire temporary federal employees
instead of contract consultants, simplifying administration of staffing and covering the liability
of its employees. H.R. 2094 will also provide for the Executive Architect to represent the
Commission on the panels that will select the design team for the memorial. As currently
written, the Commission’s legislation prohibits its staff or members from participating in the
determination of the design team.

H.R. 2094 will enable the Commission to continue working not only to ensure that the
National Eisenhower Memorial is an inspiration to future generations, but also to ensure that the
memorialization process is an example of responsible public work. I am pleased to join with my
colleagues and enthusiastically support this legislation before the.Committee today.

I again thank you for the opportunity to share my support for this legislation and look
forward to working with you to move this legislation through the House.



