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At the Joint Subcommittee Oversight Field Hearing on
“Logs in the Road: Eliminating Federal Red Tape and Excessive Litigation to
Create Healthy Forests, Jobs and Abundant Water and Power Supplies”
Monday, May 14, 2012
Montrose, Colorado

Today’s hearing has a ponderous title but it is a national policy imperative: “Eliminating Federal
Red Tape and Excessive Litigation” is indeed the only path to “Create Healthy Forests, Jobs and
Abundant Water and Power Supplies.”

I want to thank Congressman Scott Tipton for his leadership on these issues and for pressing to
have this field hearing conducted here in Montrose, a community that bears the wounds of the
“Greens Gone Wild” policies of recent years.

An old forester in my district summed up the problem we are here to assess when he said, “The
excess timber is going to come out of the forest one way or another. Either it will be carried out
or it will be burned out. But it will come out.”

A generation ago, we carried it out and the result was a thriving economy and a healthy forest.
But then a radical and retrograde ideology was introduced into our public policy transforming
sound forest management practices into what can only be described as benign neglect.

The result is now clear and undeniable: economically devastated communities, closed timber
mills, unemployed families, overgrown forests, overdrawn watersheds, jeopardized transmission
lines, rampant disease and pestilence and increasingly intense and frequent forest fires.

That is the story of Montrose, Colorado and Saratoga, Wyoming, of Quincy and Camino and
Sonora (little towns in my district in California’s Sierra-Nevada) — once thriving and prosperous
communities that have been devastated by these policies.

When the mills in my district closed in 2009 the owner made it very clear that although the
economic downturn was a catalyst, the underlying cause was the fact that 2/3 of the timber they
depended upon was held up by environmental litigation.

Despite the recession, they still had enough business to keep the mills open -—— and to keep these

families employed — if the environmental Left had not cut off the timber, those mills depended
upon. ‘

http://naturalresources.house.gov



This is not environmentalism. True environmentalists recognize the damage done by overgrowth
and overpopulation and recognize the role of sound, sustainable forest management practices in
maintaining healthy forests.

No picture I’ve seen paints a more vivid case for returning to these sound and proven forest
management practices than an aerial photo of the Fraser Experimental Forest in Colorado a few
years ago that is often called the “Red Hand of Death.” The areas of that forest consigned to
benign neglect forms a dead-zone that looks like a “Red Hand.” Overgrown and unmanaged,
bark beetles found it easy pickings. That’s what the so-called environmental movement has done
to our forests.

It is surrounded by green, thriving, healthy forest in which excess timber was properly harvested
and the remaining trees had enough room to grow strong enough to resist the infestation around
it.

We’re told that there isn’t enough money for forest thinning, and yet we used to have no
problems keeping our forests thinned and healthy when we sold commercially viable timber.
The problem is that if they take place at all, timber harvests are restricted to small diameter trees.

Can you imagine a fishery or wildlife policy limited to taking only the small, juvenile of the
species?

Meanwhile, we know that of $53 million of so-called “stimulus funds” allocated to the Forest
Service in Colorado, only $16 million was allocated to address the bark beetle infestation, while
the remainder went to such dubious projects as a “bird tour road” and solar panels.

Fortunately, from what I have seen, the American public has awakened to the ramification of
these policies and has had a belly-full of them — and it is in the process of replacing the
politicians responsible for them. I believe we are on the verge of a new era when proven
practices and common sense will replace the ideological extremism that has dominated our forest
policy for the past generation.

I am particularly interested today in suggestions of what needs to be done legislatively and
administratively to unravel the paralyzing tangle of litigation, over-regulation, and endless
deliberation that have misguided our federal agencies so far from their public trust.

[ again want to thank Scott Tipton for his indefatigable leadership on this issue, and Rob Bishop,
chairman of the sub-committee with direct oversight over our forests for his efforts over many
years to combat and correct these policies. 1 think that because of his steady leadership we are
now on the verge of being able to change those policies and produce a new era of healthy and
thriving forests as well as prosperous and secure forest communities.



