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Dayatra A. Latin
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mailto:dlatin@communityfoodbank.net�

Name/Organization Dayatra A. Latin from Community Food Bank
Title/Date of Hearing “Creating Jobs by Overcoming Man-Made Drought: Time for Congress to Listen and Act” April 11, 2011

a. Any training or educational certificates, diplomas or degrees or other educational experiences that are
relevant to your qualifications to testify on or knowledge of the subject matter of the hearing.
| do not hold formal degrees on the subject matter of hunger. However, | have received several
years of educational training in the field of Organizational Behavior, which help me to perform my
duties at Community Food Bank.

b. Any professional licenses, certifications, or affiliations held that are relevant to your qualifications to testify
on or knowledge of the subject matter of the hearing.
| am affiliated with Feeding America, Roots of Change as a past Hunger Fellow and Fresno Food

System Alliance.

¢. Any employment, occupation, ownership in a firm or business, or work-related experiences that relate to

your qualifications to testify on or knowledge of the subject matter of the hearing.
| have work with Community Food Bank since December of 2001. The past 9 years have provided
me with first hand knowledge of various issues surrounding hunger in Fresno, Madera and Kings
Counties. | have heard countless personal stories of from moms, dads, seniors, teenagers and so
many about their obstacles to having enough food. Our frontline experiences at Community Food
Bank have led us to create and implement several programs to make sure that less people are
going to sleep hungry in the Central Valley.

d. Any federal grants or contracts (including subgrants or subcontracts) from the Department of the Interior
(and /or other agencies invited) that you have received in the current year and previous four years, including
the source and the amount of each grant or contract.

None

e. A list of all lawsuits or petitions filed by you against the federal government in the current year and the
previous four years, giving the name of the lawsuit or petition, the subject matter of the lawsuit or petition,
and the federal statutes under which the lawsuits or petitions were filed.

None

f. Any other information you wish to convey that might aid the Members of the Committee to better
understand the context of your testimony.

In the 2007-2008 year, Community Food Bank distributed approximately 7 million pounds of food.
In the spring of 2008, we began increasing the volume of our food distribution in response to the
noticeable increase in the number of people requiring our services. That year- we distributed
approximately 14 million pounds of food. In the 2009-2010 year, we distributed 30 million pounds
of food. We are on pace to increase the amount of food distribution in 2010-2011. Community
Food Bank estimates there are approximately 285,000 people in the area it serves that are “food
insecure”, which means they do not have a reliable source of food and they are therefore uncertain
how the will obtain their next meal. The majority of the increasing need for food assistance is
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occurring in the western region of Fresno County. In 2009 Community experienced an approximate
increase of 200% in food distributions, compared to the last year, in the numbers of hungry
individuals and families seeking food. That 200% does not include the food distribution that we
took on under Executive Order S-11-09 that was in effect between July 2009 and October 2009, as
well as the December 2009 renewed executive order. Before July 2009 Community food bank
historically distributed between 300,000 and 500,000 pounds of food each month. Starting in July
2009 we began consistently distributing an average of 2.5 million pounds of food each month. In
December 2009, we increased to 3 million pounds of food each month in our efforts to respond to
the increase demand of people requiring our services. Behind all these numbers and statistics are
real people who want the most basic human essential — food.

In addition, for witnesses representing organizations:

g. Any offices, elected positions, or representational capacity held in the organization(s) on whose behalf you
are testifying.

None

h. Any federal grants or contracts (including subgrants or subcontracts) from the Department of the Interior
(and /or other agencies invited) that were received in the current year and previous four years by the

organization(s) you represent at this hearing, including the source and amount of each grant or contract for
each of the organization(s).

| am not aware of any.

i. A list of all lawsuits or petitions filed by the organization(s) you represent at the hearing against the federal
government in the current year and the previous four years, giving the name of the lawsuit or petition, the
subject matter of the lawsuit or petition, and the federal statutes under which the lawsuits or petitions were
filed for each of the organization(s).

| am not aware of any.

j- A list of any countries from which the organization(s) you represent at the hearing have received foreign
donations and the total amount of donations received from each country, for the current year and the previous
four years, by each organization.

We have not received foreign donations.

k. For tax-exempt organizations and non-profit organizations, copies of the three most recent public IRS Form
990s (including Form 990-PF, Form 990-N, and Form 990-EZ) for each of the organization(s) you represent
at the hearing (not including any contributor names and addresses or any information withheld from public
inspection by the Secretary of the Treasury under 26 U.S.C. 6104)).

Please see attached documents
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