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Over the past year, Chairman Lamborn and I have patiently and respectfully worked to conduct
oversight into the sudden decision to reopen a multi-year Stream Buffer rulemaking and push
forward with new regulations on a rushed timeframe. Since this oversight investigation started
last February, the scope has expanded beyond just the decision to reopen the rulemaking, to
broader actions that include contractor dismissals and how the rulemaking is being managed or
mismanaged.

This is a serious matter that impacts the livelihood of entire communities, the jobs of thousands
of coal miners across the nation, and the cost of life for Americans that depend on coal for
electricity. Not only are coal jobs and cost of electricity at stake, but the agency is spending
unknown sums of taxpayer dollars pursuing this rewrite, and the spending is climbing higher due
to the highly questionable way it’s being managed.

Over more than a year, through a series letters sent to you (OSM Director Joseph Pizarchik) and
Secretary Salazar, this Committee has sought information, communications and documents. Not
once over the last year, has a single deadline been met, and the Administration continues to
withhold the vast majority of requested materials. This occurs despite your pledge of
transparency at your confirmation hearings for this post, the Department of Interior’s promoting
their commitment to transparency and open government, and President Obama’s declaration that
transparency would be a “touchstone” of his Administration.

Congress and this Committee have an obligation to the American people to conduct oversight of
the Executive Branch and get answers to the questions that are asked. We take this charge
seriously. Great patience and diligence has been shown on our part, for over a year, as we’ve
asked for information and documents, but there comes a time when we’re left with no other
choice but to compel the Department to produce these documents. That time is just about upon
us. It shouldn’t take a subpoena to get straight answers and documents, but if that is what it
takes to get the Obama Administration to comply, then I’m prepared to take that step.

[ yield back my time.
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