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The Honorable Sylvia Mathews Burwell
Director

The Office of Management and Budget
725 17th Street, NW

Washington, DC 20503

Dear Director Mathews Burwell:

A letter was sent to the Office of Management and Budget (“OMB”) on May 20, 2013
requesting information about the Forest Service’s (“Service”) decision demanding that states

repay Secure Rural Schools Program (“SRS”) funds. OMB missed the Committee’s June 3, 2013
deadline for response.

The original letter sought responses to two questions seeking information,
communications and documents pertaining to OMB’s advice provided to the Service on the

retroactive sequestering of the SRS funds. These responses should have been easy for OMB to
provide without delay.

After no response was received, a follow up letter was sent July 18, 2013 stating that
“OMB’s lack of timely response is unacceptable” and that OMB’s full and complete compliance
to the Committee’s information request was expected “without further delay.” To date, OMB
has not provided a single document in response to the Committee’s oversight request or said
when a response will be received.

Patience is wearing thin with OMB’s delays. This letter provides OMB with a final
opportunity to comply voluntarily with the Committee’s May 20 oversight request. There should
be no doubt that if these delays continue and OMB does not fully comply with the Committee’s
overdue oversight request, [ am prepared to use the authority under Committee rules to issue
subpoenas to compel production of the requested information.

Si ly,

Doc Hastings
Chairman

http://naturalresources.house.gov



DOC HASTINGS, WA
CHAIRMAN

DON YOUNG, AK

LOUIE GOHMERT, TX

ROB BISHOP, UT

DOUG LAMBORN, CO

ROBERT J. WITTMAN, VA

PAUL C. BROUN, GA

JOHN FLEMING, LA

TOM McCLINTOCK, CA

GLENN THOMPSON, PA

CYNTHIA LUMMIS, WY

DAN BENISHEK, M|

JEFF DUNCAN, SC

SCOTT R. TIPTON, CO

PAUL A. GOSAR, AZ

RAUL R. LABRADOR, 1D

STEVE SOUTHERLAND Il, FL

BILL FLORES, TX

ANDY HARRIS, MD

JON RUNYAN, NJ

MARK AMODEI, NV

MARKWAYNE MULLIN, OK

CHRIS STEWART, UT

STEVE DAINES, MT

KEVIN CRAMER, ND

DOUG LAMALFA, CA

TODD YOUNG
CHIEF OF STAFF

.5, Houge of Representatives

Tommittee on Natural Resources
Mashington, BE 20515

July 31, 2013

EDWARD J. MARKEY, MA
RANKING DEMOCRATIC MEMBER

PETER A, DEFAZIO, OR

ENI F.H. FALEOMAVAEGA, AS

FRANK PALLONE, JR., NI

GRACE F. NAPOLITANO, CA

RUSH HOLT, NJ

RAUL M. GRIJALVA, AZ

MADELEINE Z. BORDALLO, GU

JIM COSTA, CA

GREGORIO KILILI CAMACHO SABLAN, CNMI

NIKI TSONGAS, MA

PEDRO R. PIERLUISI, PR

COLLEEN W. HANABUSA, HI

TONY CARDENAS, CA

STEVEN HORSFORD, NV

JARED HUFFMAN, CA

RAUL RUIZ, CA

CAROL SHEA-PORTER, NH

ALAN LOWENTHAL, CA

JOE GARCIA, FL

MATTHEW CARTWRIGHT, PA

JEFFREY DUNCAN
DEMOCRATIC STAFF DIRECTOR

The Honorable Tom Vilsack
Secretary

U.S. Department of Agriculture
1400 Independence Avenue, S.W.
Washington, D.C. 20250

Thomas L. Tidwell

Chief, Forest Service

U.S. Department of Agriculture
201 14th Street, S.W.
Washington, DC 20024

Dear Secretary Vilsack and Chief Tidwell:

A letter was sent May 20, 2013 requesting information and documents about the Forest
Service’s (“Service”) decision demanding states repay Secure Rural Schools Program (“SRS”)
funds. The Service missed the Committee’s June 3, 2013 deadline for response.

The original letter sought responses to four questions seeking information,
communications and documents connected to the Service’s authority and rationale to demand the

repayment of the SRS funds. Such information should have been easy to collect and provide
without delay.

Committee majority oversight staff made numerous inquiries to the Service in June to get
an update on when a response will be sent. Committee staff was informed that the U.S.

Department of Agriculture (“USDA”) would be responding on behalf of the Service and that a
response could be expected in early July.

After no response was received, a follow up letter was sent July 18, 2013 stating that the
“Department’s lack of timely response is unacceptable” and that the Department’s full and
complete compliance to the Committee’s information request was expected “without further
delay.” To date, the Department and Service have not provided a single document in response to
the Committee’s oversight request or said when a response will be received.
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Patience is wearing thin with the Department’s pattern of delays. This letter provides the
USDA and the Service with a final opportunity to comply voluntarily with the Committee’s May
20 oversight request.

There should be no doubt that if these delays continue and the USDA and the Service do
not fully comply with the Committee’s overdue oversight request, I am prepared to use the
authority under Committee rules to issue subpoenas to compel production of the requested
information.

Sigeezely,

Doc Hastings
Chairman
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