
January 3, 2017 

The Honorable David Valadao 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

Dear Representative Valadao: 

Friant Water Authority (FWA) appreciates the relentless dedication you have 
brought to Central Valley water issues for many years. FWA commends you 
for introducing H.R. 23, the Guiding Responsibility on Water Act of 2017, 
which promotes a comprehensive approach to solving California’s water 
crisis, especially for the San Joaquin Valley.  

The current drought and regulatory constraints have been catastrophic for the 
San Joaquin Valley’s communities and businesses. Experts are estimating 
that the Valley is approximately 2.5 million acre-feet short, as an annual 
average, of meeting the needs of our agricultural development. H.R. 23 is a 
timely and comprehensive approach to eliminating a major portion of that 
water supply shortfall.  

H.R. 23 includes many common-sense provisions that FWA supports and has 
supported previously in very similar legislation. Title IV of the bill includes 
specific provisions related to the 2009 San Joaquin River Settlement Act. As 
you know, FWA has a number of concerns regarding the viability of the San 
Joaquin River Restoration Program (SJRRP) as contemplated by the 
Settlement and the Settlement Act. We have formally requested that the other 
Settlement Parties join us in a process to examine the Settlement and realize 
implementation of a SJRRP in a manner that is reasonable, prudent, and 
feasible. 

Again, thank you for your continuing efforts to champion San Joaquin Valley 
water issues. We appreciate and support your leadership in introduction of 
this bill, and look forward to working with you and your colleagues in the 
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Senate to ensure this will be a successful, bipartisan effort to secure long-term water supply 
reliability. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Eric Borba 
Chair of the Board of Directors 



January 3, 2017 

The Honorable David Valadao 
U.S. House of Representatives 
1728 Longworth HOB 
Washington, DC 20515 

Dear Representative Valadao: 

Thank you for providing Westlands Water District with the opportunity to review H.R. 23, the 
Guiding Responsibility On Water Act of 2017. As an initial matter, we want to once again 
express our appreciation for you and your colleagues’ efforts to successfully include key 
legislative language relating to operations of the Central Valley Project and the California State 
Water Project in S. 612, the Water Infrastructure Improvements for the Nation Act. Since the 
enactment of that legislation only a few short weeks ago, we are already seeing better decisions 
being made regarding operations of the CVP and SWP. Westlands agrees with you and your 
colleagues that although S. 612 was a significant and necessary step forward, it does not 
provide a solution to the long-term water supply challenges facing California, and the San 
Joaquin Valley in particular. 

As you know, it is Westlands Water District’s policy to support the enactment of any reasonable 
legislation intended to restore the ability of the CVP and SWP to deliver a reliable supply of 
water, sufficient to meet reasonable demands around the state. H.R. 23 is consistent with that 
policy, and Westlands has in the past supported legislation that is nearly identical to H.R. 23. As 
H.R. 23 moves forward, we are mindful of the effort needed to achieve meaningful bipartisan 
and bicameral legislation to provide a secure long-term water supply. In that regard, we 
appreciate your leadership on the critical issue of water supply, and Westlands reaffirms its 
support of your efforts.  

We look forward to working with you and your colleagues to achieve a meaningful, long-term 
solution to California’s water needs.  

Very truly yours, 

Thomas W. Birmingham 
General Manager 



 

 

January 6, 2017 

 

The Honorable David G. Valadao 

1728 Longworth House Office Building 

U.S. House of Representatives 

Washington, D.C.  20515 

 

Dear Representative Valadao, 

 

We are writing to support your new legislation, the Gaining Responsibility On Water 

(GROW) Act of 2017 (H.R. 23).  This legislation includes critical provisions to put in 

place long-term solutions to the water supply challenges in California, our nation’s 

largest dairy and agricultural state. 

 

As you know, California dairy farmers have experienced the worst drought in modern 

history while also struggling with anemic milk prices caused by weak international 

markets.  California ranks first in U.S. dairy production, producing roughly 20% of the 

nation’s milk in 2015, but drought, environmental, and economic factors are combining 

to threaten the state’s $7.6 billion dairy farming sector. 

 

California’s milk production fell by 3% in 2015, while milk output in much of the rest of 

the country continued to increase.  The drought has increased milk production costs in 

California, forcing farmers to reduce their herds.  This damage follows years of high 

grain prices, which have boosted production costs in the state and, coupled with volatile 

milk prices, have greatly eroded farm balance sheets. 

 

We commend your years of leadership on this critical issue for California’s dairy 

industry.  We support the common sense provisions included in H.R. 23, which builds 

upon the WIIN Act that you helped enact into law last year, and we look forward to 

working with you to advance this important proposal. 

 

Sincerely,  

 
James Mulhern 

President & Chief Executive Officer 

National Milk Producers Federation 
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January 12, 2017 
 
 
The Honorable David G. Valadao 
1728 Longworth Building 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C.  20515 
 
Re: Support of H.R. 23 
 
Dear Representative Valadao, 
 
California’s Central Valley, which provides the majority of fruits and vegetables for the country, 
has been suffering from a drought, which has been made worse by federal regulations. As a 
result, over 300 billion gallons of water have been diverted away from the region in an effort to 
protect the Delta Smelt.  Today, citizens and farmers in the Central Valley are receiving less 
water, if any at all, than they previously contracted for and purchased. The water system that 
established California as a beacon of ingenuity has been pushed to the wayside for a bait fish and 
has had devastating consequences for farmers, as they now fallow thousands of acres of 
farmland. In addition, many communities in the Central Valley have run completely dry, and 
have resorted to relying solely on trucks to deliver potable water to residents.  
 
For years, you have fought to bring water back to the valley; this year is no different. We support 
your introduction of H.R. 23, the Gaining Responsibility On Water (GROW) Act of 2017.  This 
legislation would ensure reliable water deliveries for our valley, secure private property and 
senior water rights, and save millions of dollars by ending wasteful protectionist plans. To ensure 
water reliability in the future, the bill obligates the federal government to complete feasibility 
studies for multiple water storage projects in California and increases the scope of investigation 
for dam safety throughout the West, including expansion. 
 
Now is the time to enact long term, meaningful solutions to California’s water supply issues and 
we are hopeful this legislation is the next step in addressing the challenges we face. We look 
forward to working with you on advancing H.R. 23, the GROW Act, this Congress.  
 
Sincerely,   

 
Carlton Jones, Mayor  
City of Tulare  
 









 

 

737 North Ben Maddox Way  •  Visalia, CA 93292  •  Mailing: PO Box 748  •  Visalia, CA 93279  •  (559) 732-8301  •  (559) 732-7029 FAX 

E-mail: tcfb@tulcofb.org  •  Web: www.tulcofb.org  •  Join Farm Bureau: www.joinfb.org 
 

 

 

  

 
 
January 13, 2017  

 

The Honorable David G. Valadao 

1728 Longworth Building 

U.S. House of Representatives 

Washington, D.C.  20515 

 

Dear Representative Valadao, 

 

On behalf of the Tulare County Farm Bureau and its 2,000 farm and ranch families we represent, we are 

encouraged and in support of your efforts to introduce new drought relief legislation in the House of 

Representatives. We support your introduction of H.R. 23, Gaining Responsibility On Water (GROW) Act of 

2017.   

 

Thank you for your important and critical work in developing a new water bill for Congress to address. 

California’s Central Valley, which provides the majority of fruits and vegetables for the country, has been 

suffering from a drought, which has only been made worse by federal regulations. As a result, over 300 billion 

gallons of water have been diverted away from the region in an effort to protect the Delta Smelt.  Today, 

citizens and farmers in the Central Valley are receiving less water, if any at all, than they previously contracted 

for and purchased.  The water system that established California as a beacon of ingenuity has been pushed to the 

wayside for a bait fish and has had devastating consequences for farmers, as they now fallow thousands of acres 

of farmland. Cities in the Central Valley have run dry, relying solely on trucks to deliver potable water.  

 

For years, you have fought to bring water back to the valley; this year is no different. This bill would ensure 

reliable water deliveries for our valley, secure private property and senior water rights, and save millions of 

dollars by ending wasteful protectionist plans. The bill also requires regulators to substantiate claims with 

scientific evidence. To ensure water reliability in the future, the bill obligates the federal government to 

complete feasibility studies for multiple water storage projects in California and increases the scope of 

investigation for dam safety throughout the West, including expansion. 

 

Something must be done in response to the drought crisis and we are hopeful this legislation is the next step to 

addressing the water supply challenges we face. We look forward to working with you on advancing H.R. 23. 

Tulare County Farm Bureau continues to remain very concerned about water reliability in the San Joaquin 

Valley and throughout California and supports the efforts of our members of Congress to address immediate 

concerns for water reliability and develop a solution that can respond to our urgent and dire situation and 

develop comprehensive long term solutions.  We thank Congressman Valadao for introducing H.R. 23. 

 

The Valley’s economy depends on healthy rural communities that can provide safe and reliable water supplies 

to their residents. These residents fuel the economy in the Valley by contributing to the agricultural workforce 

and beyond.   The bill must address storage and short term relief in the immediate future, and long term 

solutions for more above ground storage infrastructure and less environmental restriction. 

 

 

TULARE COUNTY FARM BUREAU 
Mission: to promote and enhance the viability of Tulare County agriculture. 



 

 

 

 

A comprehensive solution should including the following key provisions: 

 

In the Short Term, 

 Immediate relief from the Endangered Species Act  

 Resume pumping at the Tracy pumps and operate the State Water Project and Central Valley Project 

with maximum discretion and flexibility 

 Cessation of restoration flows on the San Joaquin River until such a time as the necessary improvements 

have been completed and surplus water exists beyond the needs of communities and industry 

 

In the Long Term, 

 Increase storage capacity within our existing reservoir systems 

 Construct new reservoirs throughout the entire state 

 Re-evaluate the current managements plans to allow improved operational flexibility of our water 

projects 

 Reform the Endangered Species Act 

 Revise the San Joaquin River Restoration Settlement 

 

Storage must be in the final resolution, new storage including the Temperance Flat site; enhanced storage 

including raising dams and expanding reservoirs where possible; and also building new conveyance and 

storage infrastructure statewide to capture rain and snow melts.  

 

In Tulare County, the agriculture industry directly supports 25% or more of the employment of our County’s 

residents, and a large percentage of our disadvantaged and minority residents are directly impacted when 

agriculture jobs are lost.  In-directly the agriculture industry’s multiplier effect adds approximately $3 

additional dollars for every $1 produced by agriculture, and the effect in our communities is immense when 

drought and water cut backs cripple our farms and ranches.  

 

Farm Bureau supports a bipartisan effort from the House and the Senate to craft this comprehensive solution for 

immediate relief and long term solutions. Thereby securing a reliable water supply for all of California, and to 

protect the number one industry in the state, agriculture. We respectfully ask for your collective help and 

influence to save our state from catastrophic losses.   

 

For years, you have fought to bring water back to the valley; this year is no different. We support your 

introduction of H.R. 23, the Gaining Responsibility On Water (GROW) Act of 2017.  This legislation will 

ensure reliable water deliveries for our valley, secure private property and senior water rights, and save millions 

of dollars by ending wasteful protectionist plans.  

 

Now is the time to enact long term, meaningful solutions to California’s water supply issues and we are hopeful 

this legislation is the next step in addressing the challenges we face. We look forward to working with you on 

advancing H.R. 23, the GROW Act, this Congress.  

 

Thank you,  

 

 
ROGER EVERETT 

President 
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January 16, 2017 

 

 

The Honorable David G. Valadao 

1728 Longworth Building 

U.S. House of Representatives 

Washington, D.C.  20515 

 

Dear Representative Valadao, 

California’s Central Valley, which provides the majority of fruits and vegetables for the country, 

has been suffering from a drought, which has been made worse by federal regulations. As a 

result, over 300 billion gallons of water have been diverted away from the region in an effort to 

protect the Delta Smelt.  Today, citizens and farmers in the Central Valley are receiving less 

water, if any at all, than they previously contracted for and purchased. The water system that 

established California as a beacon of ingenuity has been pushed to the wayside for a bait fish 

and has had devastating consequences for farmers, as they now fallow thousands of acres of 

farmland. In addition, many communities in the Central Valley have run completely dry, and 

have resorted to relying solely on trucks to deliver potable water to residents.  

 

For years, you have fought to bring water back to the valley; this year is no different. We 

support your introduction of H.R. 23, the Gaining Responsibility On Water (GROW) Act of 2017.  

This legislation would ensure reliable water deliveries for our valley, secure private property 

and senior water rights, and save millions of dollars by ending wasteful protectionist plans. To 

ensure water reliability in the future, the bill obligates the federal government to complete 

feasibility studies for multiple water storage projects in California and increases the scope of 

investigation for dam safety throughout the West, including expansion. 

 

Now is the time to enact long term, meaningful solutions to California’s water supply issues and 

we are hopeful this legislation is the next step in addressing the challenges we face. We look 

forward to working with you on advancing H.R. 23, the GROW Act, this Congress.  

 

Sincerely, 

Cliff Woolley 

Cliff Woolley 

Chief Admin Officer 

The Munger Companies 

cliff@mungerfarms.com 
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January 13, 2017 
 

The Honorable David G. Valadao 
1728 Longworth Building 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C.  20515 
 
Dear Representative Valadao, 
 
California’s Central Valley, which provides the majority of fruits and vegetables for the country, 
has been suffering from a drought, which has been made worse by federal regulations. As a 
result, over 300 billion gallons of water have been diverted away from the region in an effort to 
protect the Delta Smelt.  Today, citizens and farmers in the Central Valley are receiving less 
water, if any at all, than they previously contracted for and purchased. The water system that 
established California as a beacon of ingenuity has been pushed to the wayside for a bait fish and 
has had devastating consequences for farmers, as they now fallow thousands of acres of 
farmland. In addition, many communities in the Central Valley have run completely dry, and 
have resorted to relying solely on trucks to deliver potable water to residents.  
 
For years, you have fought to bring water back to the valley; this year is no different. We support 
your introduction of H.R. 23, the Gaining Responsibility on Water (GROW) Act of 2017.  This 
legislation would ensure reliable water deliveries for our valley, secure private property and 
senior water rights, and save millions of dollars by ending wasteful protectionist plans. To ensure 
water reliability in the future, the bill obligates the federal government to complete feasibility 
studies for multiple water storage projects in California and increases the scope of investigation 
for dam safety throughout the West, including expansion. 
 
Now is the time to enact long term, meaningful solutions to California’s water supply issues and 
we are hopeful this legislation is the next step in addressing the challenges we face. We look 
forward to working with you on advancing H.R. 23, the GROW Act, this Congress.  
 
Sincerely,  

 
 
 

Jay Tamsi, President/CEO 
Kern County Hispanic Chamber of Commerce  

















 

 

 

January 19, 2017 

 

 

The Honorable David G. Valadao 

1728 Longworth Building 

U.S. House of Representatives 

Washington, D.C.  20515 

 

Dear Representative Valadao, 

California’s Central Valley, which provides the majority of fruits and vegetables for the country, 

has been suffering from a long drought made worse by federal regulations. Long-term drought 

also is impacting other major agricultural areas across the Western United States.  

 

To date, over 300 billion gallons of water have been diverted away from California’s Central 

Valley in an effort to protect the Delta Smelt and salmonid species, including Chinook and coho 

salmon and steelhead.  

 

Agricultural interests throughout the West are seeing their property and water rights decaying, 

lands available for cultivation becoming smaller due to protection mandates for endangered 

species of concern and surface and groundwater formerly available to their operations being 

diverted away from their farms and ranches.  

 

Today, communities and farmers in the Central Valley and throughout the state are receiving less 

water — if any at all — than the amounts for which they previously contracted and paid. The 

water and agricultural production system that established California as a beacon of ingenuity and 

productivity has been pushed to the wayside for a bait fish without regard for scientific findings 

that show little improvement in Delta smelt populations. This, in turn, has devastated 

California’s farmers, communities and even the environment. They now fallow hundreds of 

thousands of acres of farmland and struggle to keep many additional growing areas active by 

drilling expensive wells to tap deep and costly groundwater reserves. The result is that many 

communities in the Central Valley have run completely dry, with their citizens relying solely on 

truck deliveries for potable water to use for drinking, bathing and cooking.  

 

Across the Southwest, water compacts dividing the Colorado River resource between various 

states and Mexico have become unworkable and adjudication and revision efforts difficult 

because of the decade-long drought and dwindling Rocky Mountain snowfall. States lack the 

necessary tools to coordinate federal water infrastructure with dams, canals and aqueducts owned 

by state and local water entities. These difficulties are threatening the public health and stifling 

the economic expansion of the entire Southwest. 

 

In the Intermountain West, the Columbia River and its tributaries are another case where long-

standing water rights are under attack. Federal impositions of mandates affecting water capture 



and releases are upending ranching, agriculture and economic viability in areas with vast swaths 

of land held by the U.S. Government.  

 

All of these matters require remedies, but none so much as the Central Valley suffering under 

California’s and the federal government’s heavy hands.  

 

For years, you have fought to bring water back to the Central Valley; this year is no different. 

You have introduced H.R. 23, the Gaining Responsibility On Water (GROW) Act of 2017 

 

We support the GROW Act and encourage you to seek co-sponsors and endorsements from 

California’s congressional delegation and across the West.  Your legislation would ensure 

reliable water deliveries for our valley, secure private property and senior water rights, and save 

millions of dollars by replacing wasteful protectionist plans with sane and sensible alternatives.  

 

To ensure water reliability in the future, the GROW Act obligates the federal government to 

complete feasibility studies for multiple water storage projects in California and increases the 

scope of investigation of dam safety throughout the West, including planning for expansion 

needs with concrete construction proposals. 

 

GROW will improve the Sacramento-San Joaquin River Delta Estuary and promote better water 

reliability for all recipients of the Central Valley Project’s water.  

 

Now is the time to enact this long-term, meaningful solution to California’s water supply issues. 

We add our voices to thousands of supporters of your legislation in hope that the GROW Act is 

the next step taken by Congress to address the challenges facing California’s Central Valley and 

the West.  

 

We look forward to working with you on advancing H.R. 23, the GROW Act, this session.  

Sincerely, 

 

Aubrey J. D. Bettencourt 

Executive Director 

California Water Alliance 
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January 18,2017

The Honorable David G. Valadao
1 728 Longworth Building
U.S. House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515

Re: H.R. 23, the Gaining Responsibility on Water (GROW) Act

Dear Representative Valadao,

California's Central Valley, which provides the majority of fruits and vegetables for the country,
has been suffering from a drought, which has been made worse by federal regulations. As a

result, over 300 billion gallons of water have been diverted away from the region in an effort to
protect the Delta Smelt. Today, citizens and farmers in the Central Valley are receiving less
water, if any at all, than they previously contracted for and purchased. The water system that
established California as a beacon of ingenuity has been pushed to the wayside for a bait fish and
has had devastating consequences for farmers, as they now fallow thousands of acres of
farmland. In addition, many communities in the Central Valley have run completely dry, and
have resorted to relying solely on trucks to deliver potable water to residents.

For years, you have fought to bring water back to the valley; this year is no different. V/e support
your introduction of H.R. 23,the Gaining Responsibility On Water (GROW) Actof 2017. This
legislation would ensure reliable water deliveries for our valley, secure private property and
senior water rights, and save millions of dollars by ending wasteful protectionist plans. To ensure
water reliability in the future, the bill obligates the federal government to complete feasibility
studies for multiple water storage projects in California and increases the scope of investigation
for dam safety throughout the West, including expansion.

Now is the time to enact long term, meaningful solutions to California's water supply issues and
we are hopeful this legislation is the next step in addressing the challenges we face. We look
forward to working with you on advancing H.R. 23,the GROW Act, this Congress.

Sincerely,

Scott Hurlbert
City Manager

CityManager:(661)746-5000/Fax(661)746-0607 Finance(661)746-5001/ Fax(661)746-1002

Planning/Building/Engineering : (661) 7 46-5002 I tax (661) 7 46-9125 www.shafter.com











OFFICE OF THE DISTRICT ATTORNEY

COUNTY OF TULARE

Tim Ward, District Attorney

January 23,2017

The Honorable David G. Valadao

U.S. House of Representatives
1728 Longworth Building
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Representative Valadao,

California's Central Valley, which provides the majority of fruits and vegetables for the
country, has been suffering from a drought, which has been made worse by federal regulations.
As a result, over 300 billion gallons of water have been diverted away from the region in an
effort to protect the Delta Smelt. Today, citizens and farmers in the Central Valley are receiving
less water, if any at all, than they previously contracted for and purchased. The water system that
established California as a beacon of ingenuity has been pushed to the wayside for a bait fish and
has had devastating consequences for fanners, as they now fallow thousands of acres of
farmland. In addition, many communities in the Central Valley have run completely dry, and
have resorted to relying solely on trucks to deliver potable water to residents.

Often these are the very communities which have the highest unemployment rates and are
plagued with crime. Water is not the only component to this problem, but we owe our residents
access to nutritious food and water, especially our children. A sustainable and safe community is
more likely to offer a child an opportunity to grow up free of violence, pollution, and poverty.

For years, you have fought to bring water back to the valley; this year is no different. We
support your introduction of H.R. 23, the Gaining Responsibility On Water (GROW) Act of
2017. This legislation would ensure reliable water deliveries for our valley, secure private
property and senior water rights, and save millions of dollars by ending wasteful protectionist
plans. To ensure water reliability in the future, the bill obligates the federal government to
complete feasibility studies for multiple water storage projects in California and increases the
scope of investigation for dam safety throughout the West, including expansion.

221 S .MOONEY BLVD, RM 224, VISALIA, CA 93291-4593 • TELEPHONE (559) 636-5328, FAX (559) 733-6982 • WWW.DA-TULARECO.ORG



The Honorable David G. Valadao

U.S. House of Representatives
Page Two

Now is the time to enact long term, meaningful solutions to California's water supply
issues and we are hopeful this legislation is the next step in addressing the challenges we face.
We look forward to working with you on advancing H.R. 23, the GROW Act, this Congress.

Thank you for your attention to this matter.

Sincerely,

Tim Ward

District Attorney
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January 26, 2017 

 

The Honorable David Valadao 

U.S. House of Representatives 

1004 Longworth House Office Building 

Washington, D.C. 20510 

 

Dear Congressman Valadao, 

 

The California Cattlemen’s Association (CCA) is pleased to support House Resolution 23 that 

will provide necessary drought relief to California’s farmers and ranchers. CCA represents 

ranchers and beef producers that comprise California’s $3.5 billion beef cattle industry. 

 

As you well know, California has experienced one of the worst droughts in recorded history. 

Although a wet winter has brought higher than expected levels of rainfall to certain parts of the 

state, many regions continue to face the effects of drought. Ongoing drought has negatively 

impacted forage production on California’s vast rangelands. But more significantly, drought has 

left many ranchers without water which, even in the presence of adequate forage, has forced 

farmers and ranchers to liquidate their herds. 

 

The lack of water deliveries to farmers and ranchers in California has not solely been the result 

of the drought but and has been compounded by restrictive federal and state laws that have 

chosen to elevate the priority of fish over farmers. California has also not taken the opportunity 

to build new surface water storage that will help offset the increasing pressure on the state’s 

antiquated water supply and delivery systems. 

 

H.R. 23 seeks to address many of the regulatory issues that constrain the delivery of water to 

farmers and ranchers that are not only producing food and fiber but also serve as the economic 

engine for jobs and employment for our rural communities. Specifically, your legislation will 

streamline regulations to build new surface water storage and ease restrictions on the delivery of 

water to farmers and ranchers in the San Joaquin Valley who are largely dependent on the 

Central Valley Project.  

 

H.R. 23 also takes a proactive approach in balancing the needs of water for farmers with those of 

fish by addressing predation in the Sacramento and San Joaquin Delta. Predation is one of the 

most significant reasons for the decline in certain anadromous species like the Delta Smelt. 

Without addressing this issue, any attempt to recover fish species in the Delta will be futile. 

 



Furthermore, CCA appreciates your inclusion of language that protects area of origin water 

rights. Maintaining and enforcing California’s water rights system is paramount to ensure the 

protection of private property rights and provide certainty that those with pre-1914, riparian, 

adjudicated and other senior appropriative rights will be serviced first prior.  

 

For these reasons, we strongly support H.R. 23. 

 

Sincerely, 

 
Justin Oldfield 

Vice President, Government Affairs       
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January 20, 2017 
 
The Honorable David G. Valadao 
1728 Longworth Building 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington D.C.  20515 
 
Dear Representative Valadao, 
 
California’s Central Valley, which provides the majority of fruits and vegetables for the country, has 
been suffering from historic  drought conditions.  These conditions have been made worse by inflexible 
federal regulations that divert much-needed water deliveries away from the Central Valley.  As a result, 
farmers are fallowing thousands of acres of farmland, wells have gone completely dry,  and 
communities have resorted to relying on trucks to deliver potable water to residents.  
 
For years, you have fought to bring water back to the Central Valley and this year is no different. Kings 
County Farm Bureau supports your introduction of H.R. 23 the Gaining Responsibility On Water 
(GROW) Act of 2017. This legislation would ensure reliable water deliveries for our valley, secure 
private property and senior water rights, and save millions of dollars by ending wasteful protectionist 
plans. This bill obligates the federal government to complete feasibility studies for multiple water 
projects in California and increases the scope of investigation for dam safety throughout the West, 
including expansion, to ensure water reliability in the future. 
 
Now is the time to enact long-term, meaningful solutions to California’s water supply problems and we 
are hopeful this legislation is the next step in addressing the serious challenges faced by Californians. 
We look forward to working with you on advancing the GROW Act through Congress. 
 
Sincerely, 

 

Josh Bettencourt 
President 
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February 1, 2017 
 
 
 
The Honorable David Valadao 
U.S. House of Representatives 
1728 Longworth HOB 
Washington, DC 20515 
 
Re: Support of H.R. 23 
 
Dear Representative Valadao: 
 
The Kern County Water Agency (Agency) supports House Resolution 23, the 
“Gaining Responsibility on Water Act of 2017” (H.R. 23).  The Agency 
reviewed H.R. 23 and believes its passage would present an opportunity to 
significantly improve water supplies in the San Joaquin Valley while maintaining 
environmental protections for endangered species in the Sacramento-San Joaquin 
Delta (Delta). 
 
The Agency is particularly encouraged by the clear direction to operate the State 
Water Project (SWP) and the Central Valley Project (CVP) in conformance with 
the Principles for Agreement on the Bay-Delta Standards Between the State of 
California and the Federal Government (Bay-Delta Accord).  The Bay-Delta 
Accord was the last point at which there was broad agreement between the 
regulatory agencies, water users and environmental groups regarding the best 
way to protect the Delta’s ecosystem.  Since that time, increasing regulations 
have significantly reduced water supplies for farmers and families and 
businesses, without any meaningful benefit for the Delta’s endangered species. 
 
The Agency is also strongly supportive of Section 113, which designates the 
SWP and CVP contractors as Applicants for the purposes of any consultation or 
reconsultation process under Section 7(a)(2) of the Endangered Species Act.  The 
direct involvement of the local public water agencies that pay for and benefit 
from the SWP and CVP is critical to ensure the adequate protection of water 
supplies and the Delta’s ecosystem. 
 
The Agency supports H.R. 23 and looks forward to working with you as this 
important piece of legislation moves forward. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Ted R. Page 
President 
 
cc: The Honorable Kevin McCarthy 
 The Honorable Devin Nunes 
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January, 23 2017 
 
 
The Honorable David G. Valadao 
1728 Longworth Building 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C.  20515 
 
Dear Representative Valadao, 
 
California’s Central Valley, which provides the majority of fruits and vegetables for the country, has 
been suffering from a drought, which has been made worse by federal regulations. As a result, over 
300 billion gallons of water have been diverted away from the region in an effort to protect the 
Delta Smelt.  Today, citizens and farmers in the Central Valley are receiving less water, if any at all, 
than they previously contracted for and purchased. The water system that established California as a 
beacon of ingenuity has been pushed to the wayside for a bait fish and has had devastating 
consequences for farmers, as they now fallow thousands of acres of farmland. In addition, many 
communities in the Central Valley have run completely dry, and have resorted to relying solely on 
trucks to deliver potable water to residents.  
 
For years, you have fought to bring water back to the valley; this year is no different. We support 
your introduction of H.R. 23, the Gaining Responsibility On Water (GROW) Act of 2017.  This 
legislation would ensure reliable water deliveries for our valley, secure private property and senior 
water rights, and save millions of dollars by ending wasteful protectionist plans. To ensure water 
reliability in the future, the bill obligates the federal government to complete feasibility studies for 
multiple water storage projects in California and increases the scope of investigation for dam safety 
throughout the West, including expansion. 
 
Now is the time to enact long term, meaningful solutions to California’s water supply issues and we 
are hopeful this legislation is the next step in addressing the challenges we face. We look forward to 
working with you on advancing H.R. 23, the GROW Act, this Congress.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
___________________ 
Mike Ennis 
TCAG Chair 
 













 

 

 
 
January 26, 2017 

 
 
 
The Honorable David G. Valadao 
1728 Longworth Building 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C.  20515 
 
Dear Representative Valadao: 

California’s Central Valley, which provides the majority of fruits and vegetables for the country, has been 
suffering from a drought, which has been made worse by federal regulations. As a result, over 300 billion 
gallons of water have been diverted away from the region in an effort to protect the Delta Smelt.  Today, 
citizens and farmers in the Central Valley are receiving less water, if any at all, than they previously contracted 
for and purchased. The water system that established California as a beacon of ingenuity has been pushed to 
the wayside for a bait fish and has had devastating consequences for farmers, as they now fallow thousands of 
acres of farmland. In addition, many communities in the Central Valley have run completely dry, and have 
resorted to relying solely on trucks to deliver potable water to residents.  
 
For years, you have fought to bring water back to the valley; this year is no different. We support your 
introduction of H.R. 23, the Gaining Responsibility On Water (GROW) Act of 2017.  This legislation would ensure 
reliable water deliveries for our valley, secure private property and senior water rights, and save millions of 
dollars by ending wasteful protectionist plans. To ensure water reliability in the future, the bill obligates the 
federal government to complete feasibility studies for multiple water storage projects in California and 
increases the scope of investigation for dam safety throughout the West, including expansion. 
 
Now is the time to enact long term, meaningful solutions to California’s water supply issues and we are hopeful 
this legislation is the next step in addressing the challenges we face. We look forward to working with you on 
advancing H.R. 23, the GROW Act, this Congress.  
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 
 
 

Donnette Silva Carter, IOM 
Chief Executive Officer 
 
Cc: Congressman Devin Nunes 
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February 09,2017

The Honorable David Valadao
U.S. House of Representatives
California, District 2 1

1728 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515

Dear Congressman Valadao :

Thank you for your leadership in introducing H.R. 23, the Guiding
Responsibility on Water (GROW) Act. California State University, Fresno
shares your commitment to providing relief and finds itself in a critical role for
communities severely impacted by the effects from the ongoing drought. Vy'e are
hopeful that proposals such as H.R. 23 alongwith other state and federal
legislation will provide needed direction and financial assistance to improve the
economy and health of our region.

The San Joaquin Valley and the state is dependent on reliable water supplies to
serve the most productive agricultural region in the United States. Reducing
uncertainty in supplies will strengthen the economic base, create jobs and allow
the region to continue providing the majority of fruits and vegetables for the
country.

Fresno State, through its Califomia Water Institute, is committed to providing
scientific data to support the development and implementation of legislation
designed to reduce the negative impacts of the ongoing drought. Fresno State is
uniquely qualified to provide many of the educational and outreach components
necessary for success.

In closing, I again thank you for your leadership in moving this important
legislation forward. We understand there is more work to be done and hope that
bipartisan efforts going forward will address any gaps. In the meantime, please
consider Fresno State a valuable resource as we work together to address
California' s water challenges.

Sincerely,

74,
Joseph I. Castro, Ph.D., M.P.P.
President

u

THE CALIFORNIA STATE UNIVERSITY







 

 



 





RESOLUTION NO.2507

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF SHAFTER
suppoRTlNc H.R.23 THE GATNTNG RESPONSTBTLTTY ON \ilATER (GRO\il) ACT

\ryHEREAS, H.R. 23 the Gaining Responsibility on Water (GROV/) Act of 2017 would
enact long term, meaningful solutions by modernizing water policies throughout the entire
Western United States, including in the State of California; and

WHEREAS, the GROW Act would address the underlying policy failures that continue
to contribute to increasingly severe drought conditions in communities across the V/est to
provide drought relief in the State of Califomia.

WHEREAS, the GROW Act would ensure water reliability in the future, and obligates
the federal government to complete feasibility studies for multiple water storage projects in
California and increases the scope of investigation for dam safety throughout the West, including
expansion. It would eliminate a number of regulatory hurdles that have delayed construction
authorized by Congress for over a decade, and it would impose deadlines to finish feasibility
studies on proposals for the Sites Dam along the Sacramento River and the Temperance Flat
Dam along the San Joaquin River; and

\ilHEREAS, by codifying the bipartisan Bay-Delta Accord as a federal law, the GROW
Act would require regulators to restore water deliveries to Central California users consistent
with Endangered Species Act requirements.

WHEREAS, the GROW Act would include provisions that update the Central Valley
Project Improvement Act to ensure water resources are reliable, predictable, and available to
fulfill water supply promises.

WHEREAS, the GROV/ Act would also enact "one-stop-shop" permitting reforms
aimed at building infrastructure to capture more water.

WHEREAS, the GROW Act would prevent federal agencies from requiring certain
entities to relinquish their water rights to the United States in order to use public lands.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the City Council of the City of Shafter
supports H.R. 23 the Gaining Responsibility on Water (GROW) Act of 2017.

PASSED AND ADOPTED THIS 7th OF FEBRUARY,}LL7.

Catþ L. Mayor

ATTEST:

Pallares, Deputy City Clerk



STATE OF CALIFORNIA

COI.INTY OF KERN

AYES:
NOES:
ABSENT:
ABSTAINING:

DATED:

(sEAL)

CERTIFICATE OF GOVERNING BODY'S ACTION

Alvarado, Espericueta, Garcia, Givens, and Prout.
None.
None.
None.

February 7,2017

ity Clerk of the City Shafter

ss.
)
)
)

l, Yazmina Pallares, Deputy City Clerk of the City of Shafter, California, DO HEREBY
CERTIFY that the above Resolution 2507, a Resolution of the City Council of the City of Shafter,

was duly passed and adopted at a Regular Meeting held on the 7th day of February, 2017, by the
following vote:







































 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

March 2, 2017 

 

The Honorable David Valadao 

1728 Longworth House Office Building 

Washington, D.C. 20515 

 

Re: H.R. 23, the Gaining Responsibility on Water Act (Support) 

 

 

Dear Congressman Valadao, 

 

On behalf of our membership I write to communicate support for H.R. 23, the GROW Act, which we 

believe, if passed and signed into law, would make more water available to California’s farmers, families, 

and the numerous communities who’ve been ravaged by water cutbacks due to drought conditions and 

water management decisions influenced by regulatory factors. As you are aware, the California Fresh 

Fruit Association represents growers, shippers, marketers and companies that provide support services to 

the permanent crop, fresh fruit industry.  On their behalf, we recognize addressing water supply deficits 

through responsible management requires clear Congressional direction in order to best ensure our state’s 

system of engineered reservoirs and conveyance systems are maximally operated to meet water delivery 

obligations made to farmers and communities. 

 

We are encouraged by many elements of this legislation, including the expediting of federal feasibility 

studies for surface water storage projects.  Without the ability to move these studies forward we cannot 

responsibly manage supply to meet current and future consumptive needs while providing the conjunctive 

benefits that will help relieve aquifers and enhance the likelihood of compliance with state requirements 

on groundwater sustainability.  Our members will soon face significant pressure to curtail groundwater 

use yet expecting a dramatic reduction in use is not a reasonable option without being able to depend 

upon recharge via a captured supply. 

 

Additionally, we recognize that successful passage will require a significant effort in the House and 

Senate to ensure that, when taken together with enhanced flexibility to operate state and federal projects 

(as contained in the WIIN Act of 2016), real obligated water is delivered to enable a vibrant agricultural 

sector.  We encourage your continued efforts to work with colleagues, in a bipartisan manner, and ask that 

you explore all opportunities that exist politically and policy-wise to deliver tangible solutions. 

 

Please feel free to reach out for any further discussion. 

 
Regards, 

 
Christopher Valadez 

Director, Environmental & 

Regulatory Affairs 

California Fresh Fruit Association 



ClTY.Of

//l\\'
Chamber of Commerce & Agriculture

February 16,20ll

The Honorable David G. Valadao
| 7 28 Longworth Building
U.S. House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Representative Valadao,

California's Central Valley, which provides the majority of fruits and vegetables for the country,
has been suffering from a drought, which has been made worse by federal regulations. As a
result, over 300 billion gallons of water have been diverted away from the region in an effort to
protect the Delta Smelt. Today, citizens and farmers in the Central Valley are receiving less

water, if any at all, than they previously contracted for and purchased. The water system that
established California as a beacon of ingenuity has been pushed to the wayside for a bait fish and

has had devastating consequences for farmers, as they now fallow thousands of acres of
farmland. In addition, many communities in the Central Valley have run completely dry, and

have resorted to relying solely on trucks to deliver potable water to residents.

For years, you have fought to bring water back to the valley; this year is no different. V/e support
your introduction of H.R. 23,the Gaining Responsibility On'Water (GROW) Act of 2017. This
legislation would ensure reliable water deliveries for our valley, secure private property and

senior water rights, and save millions of dollars by ending wasteful protectionist plans. To ensure

water reliability in the future, the bill obligates the federal government to complete feasibility
studies for multiple water storage projects in California and increases the scope of investigation
for dam safety throughout the West, including expansion.

Now is the time to enact long term, meaningful solutions to California's water supply issues and

we are hopeful this legislation is the next step in addressing the challenges we face. We look
forward to working with you on advancing H.R. 23,the GROV/ Act, this Congress.

Y,

, Shafter Chamber of Commerce

336 Pacific Ave . Shafter, California 93263 . (661) 746-2600 / Fax (661) 746-0607 . email: shafterchamber@shafter.com





   

 
 
Mach 6, 2017 
 
 
 
The Honorable David Valadao 
1728 Longworth Building 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C. 20515 
 
 
 
Dear Representative Valadao, 
 
As you know well, California's Central Valley, which provides the majority of fruits and 
vegetables for the country, has been suffering from a significant drought.  While recent 
rains this winter have provided a reprieve from the past several years of crippling 
drought, it is imperative that we still act to ensure our water infrastructure is appropriate 
to mitigate against future dry periods. 
 
With that in mind, we appreciate your introduction of H.R. 23, the Gaining 
Responsibility On Water (GROW) Act of 2017.  This legislation would help develop 
new necessary water infrastructure to support people and farms in the Central Valley, 
ensure more reliable water deliveries, and secure private property and senior water 
rights.  To ensure water reliability in the future, the bill obligates the federal government 
to complete feasibility studies for multiple water storage projects in California and 
increases the scope of investigation for dam safety throughout the West, including 
expansion. 
 
Even with the recent rains, now is the time to enact long-term, meaningful solutions to 
our water supply issues.  We are hopeful this legislation a step in the right direction to 
help address the ongoing challenges we face.  Thank you again for your introduction of 
the bill and ongoing work on drought issues in California. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Warren Gubler 
Mayor 
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