
The Honorable Stcven Chl! 
Sccrclary of Energy 
Washi ngton, DC 20585 

Dear Sec retary Chl!: 

(/[ollgrelJ'lJ' of tbe mll1iteb ~tatclJ' 
i[mMbinntoll, IDClC 205 to 

June 5, 20 12 

We write to express our conce rns with the new directio n and the in it iatives con templated fo r the 
Power Marketing Ad mini strations (PMAs) in you r memo dated March 16, 20 12. 

In your memo, you state an intention to direct the PMAs to act in a reas invo lving transmiss ion 
ex pansion, renewable ene rgy, energy ertic icncy. cybc r security and electric vehicles in orde r to ensure a 
modern , secure and re liable e lectric transmiss ion grid . Whil e these arc important publ ic po licy goals, we a rc 
concerned that these new ini tiatives ha ve been put forward without sunic ienl evaluati on of pOI ent ia I im pacts 
to the customers of the clean , re li ab le elect ric ity marketed by the PMA s. We have heard from numerous 
public power utilities, rural e lect ri c coope rat ives and loca l offic ial s in our stales who are troublcd by the 
potcntial cost impac ts ofthesc directives and by a perce ived expansion of the ro le or tile PMAs bC}lond th ei r 
current statutory authori ty. T hese proposa ls also constitute a fu ndame nta l shift away fro l11 re gional planning, 
and the understanding of local needs and impac ts which comes with it , towards a Washington, D.C. -based, 
top-down approac h. We arc also concerned that the Department of Energy appears to be sidesteppi ng the 
role o f Congress in debatin g and ove rseeing po li cies relati ng to the PMAs. 

The PMAs have responsibl y marketed federa ll y generated hydropower for decades to app rox imately 
I, I 00 electric ut il iti es in 34 stales, providing thi s clean e lectric ity to more than 40 million Ameri cans. They 
have a lso built and mai nta ined thousands o f mi les of hi gh vo ltage transmiss ion systems to de liver thi s 
power. Through a partnership with their customers, the Pl\'IAs repay the federa l invcstment in these systems 
wi th interest annua lly. This public-private partnershi p between th e PMAs and their Cllstomers is a model 
Ihat works extraordinarily we ll , not onl y fo r our const ituents, but for the U.S. taxpaye r. Changes 10 thi s 
model should not be made without due consideration of the concerns o f impacted stakeho lders. 

The federal power program is integral to keep ing e lectricity ratcs affordable and reliable for the 
custome rs of community-owned and consum er-owned utilities across the states we rep rescnt. We strongly 
urge you to pursue meanin gful co ll aborati on with stakeho lders, including ratepayers and Congress, priorlo 
moving forward wit h these new init iatives. 

Since re l) 

22~L~ 
Orrin I-latch 

United States Senator 
Uni ted S~atcs U 
Jin atheson 

Member or Congress 'mber o f" Congress 



Ron Wyden 
Uni ted States Senalor 

Un ited States Senator 

• -Tom Harkin 
United States Senator 

\JJ . ~ ~~ .......... V" 

~an 
United States Senator 

United Sta tes Senator 

John Thune 
United States Senator 

-'?'.~~ 
~rko,,,sk l 

United States Senator 

~d,t; 
United States Senator 

L~ AtY)<,~ 
Lamar Alexander 
United States Senator 

Charl es Grasslcy 
United States Senator 

Kent Conrad 
United States Senator 

olm Barrasso 
United States Senator 
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John I-Ioeven 
United States Senator 

Roy Blun 
United States Scnator 

Jerry Moran 
United States Scnator 

United States Senator 

~~4'~ __ 

Mike Johanns 
United Siaies Senator 

Lindsey Graham 
Un ited States Senator 
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f'!\~ ~((9SL-
Mark Pryor 
United Slates Senator 

Dean Hell er 
United Stales Senator 

Tom Udall 
United Slates Senator 

A lL\~ 
Am~ 
United Slaies Senator 

u nite" States Senator 

i ~ ... 1,t.~~ 
Ben Nelson 
United Slates Senator 

Jib 4 . ~ 
JefT Merkley 
United States Senator 



a.?~~,,~-
;'ilona Cantwe ll 

Un ited States Senator 

Jon ester 
led States Senator 

• 

~~~L 
Mike Lee ~ 
United States Senator 

Jon KyJ 
United States Senator 

Mike Crapo 
United States Senator 

~c~~~??~ 
Claire McCaskill lame Risch 
United States Senator 01 cd Stales Senator 

~-/.&'d 
Mark Bcgich 
Un ited States Senator 
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Cathy McMorri s Rodgers 
Member of Congress 

Member of Congress 

Member of Congress 

li a Lummis 
Member o r Congress 

Member or Congress 

Spenc r Bac hus 
Member or Congress 

Michael Honda 
Member o r Congress 

Member o f Congress 

~~ 
Member of Congress 



0-fJNv~ 
Steve King ~ 
j'vl cmber o f Congress 

M; Iha Roby 
Member of Congress 

Ed Pastor 
Member o f Cong 

• 

Jim C "Iii 

Member of Congress 

Member of Congress 

Krisli Noem 
Member of Congress 

1>~gc6ufJ3 

Steve Womack 
Membe r of Congress 

Member o f Congress 

Member of Congress 

4LK '{. ;l~ 
Mark Amodci 
Mcmbr.!f of Congress 

QC Has ti ngs 
Ml.! ll1bcr of Congress 



~le <::::; 
Member of Congress 

c --:-.....$. c-h~ 
Paul Brolin 
Member of Congress 

~. 

~~~~ ----
U/i:a BJac k~£.....-""'"" 

Member of Congress 

Howard Coble 
Member of Congress 

--~ 
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Harold Rogers 
Member o f Congress 

R~r9~ 
Member of Congress 

B~ 
Member 

Dan Borell 
Member o f Congress 



Mcmber of Congress 

~~ 
Larry Kisse ll 
Member of Congress 

TreyGow 
Member 

Sanf( rd D. Bishop. Jr. 
Mc.: mber of Congrcss 

Member of Congress 

Alan Nunnclee 
rvlcmbcr of Congress 

Tom Latham 
Member of Congress 

III 1 

'1 llber of Congress 

Tim Walz 
Member 0 Congress 

Member of Congress 

Bennie Thompson 
Mcmbr.::r of Congress 

~~ 
M ike Mcl nt)'re ~" 
Member of Congress 



Ri ck Bcrg 
Mcmber of Congress 

~ w~~ 
Joc Wil so~ 
Mcmber of Congress 

!t~ 
Richard Hanna 
Member of Congress 

fiH'v}-.-~ 
Norm Dicks 
Mcmber of Congress 

~&< 
Chuck Fleischmann 
Nkmbcr of Congrcss 

lUna< ~ fI~ . 
Renee Ellmers 
Member of Congress 

1'.1~t,:')orl J 

Stevc Pearce 
Member of Congress 

~~ ~nChcr 
Mcmber of Congress 

I ' Dermott 
",,~ ,,~r of Congrcss 



~o(a. ~~ oougc.;morn 
M ember of Congress 

Robert Hurl 
Member of Congress 

BI.! I1 Chandler 
Member of Congn.:ss 

Frank Lucas 
Member of Congress 

tY~ 
Robert Goodlanc 
~'lc l11bcr of Congress 

M ember of Congress 

Patrick Mcl-lenry 
Member o f Congress 

Member o f Congress 

• 

• 

&;~ o. /Y1tJsu.l 
Member of Congn.:ss 

Tipton 
Member of Congress 

~~~ 
/ RObCfiAdCfholt • 

f!,'l cmbcr o f Congress 



hlf~#4,.. 
Tim Holden 
Member o f Congress 

John J. lean , Jr. 
r Congress 

Greg \V Ie ' 11 

Member of Congress 

Terri Sewell 
Member of Congress 

l! [ of Congress 

Adam Smith 
Me mber of Congress 

A. 

( 
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Peler Welch 
Member of Congress 

Member of Congress 

Rick Larsen 
iVlembcr of Congress 

Jason Charrelz 
Me mber of Congress 

Denni s Cardoza 
Member o f Congress 



Lois Capps 
Me;:mbcr 0 Congress 

Edoll hus Towns 
Member of Congress 

Member of Congrcss 

Diane Black 
Member of Congress 

Cedric Richmond 
wh!lllbc r of Congress 

:1 

~~~L 
Mcmber of Congress 

Steve StI vers 
Mcmbe;:r of Congress 

Kare;:11 Bass 
Member of Cong; rr!;l' "----... 

Alcce Hastings 
Member of Congress 

Mc ml er of Congress 

Pe te Stark 
Mcmber of Congress 

D:lvid Price 
Membcr of Congress 

J~~~~( LK.::1' ~~ 
Denny Rehberg Raul Labrador 
Member of Congress Member of Congress 



Ed Whitrield 
Member of Congress 

Sa Graves 

"/L: /lw 
Sleven Palazzo 
Member of Congress 
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Utfel....,k.", 
Kurt Schrader 
Member of Congress 

Breit Guthrie 
Member of Congress 

Todd Akin 
Member of Congress 

Mike Simpson 
Member of Congress 




