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As prepared/or delivery: 

Monuments, wilderness and other land-use designations have been a topic of much debate in this 
subcommittee. While there are certain areas of special significance that should be managed as 
wilderness or otherwise preserved for future generations, we need to ensure that those 
designations are fully vetted and protect the interests and livelihoods of the communities and 
stakeholders that could be impacted. 

This hearing is an important part ofthat process. Locking-up lands throughout the West has the 
potential to restrict access for timber, grazing, mining, recreation, and other job-creating 
activities and devastate the rural communities that unfairly bear the brunt of poor land 
management decisions. In that regard, I'm submitting into the record a letter from the American 
Forest Resource Council noting that these proposed designations for Western Oregon should 
NOT be enacted without a solution to break through the multiple-use stalemate on the O&C 
timber lands. Failing to do so while locking up additional lands under these designations will 
further devastate the area's resource-dependent economy. 

I do not point this out to say that wilderness should be used as a bargaining chip for increased 
forest management, but to reiterate the point that we have for too long been down a one-way 
street of removing lands from multiple-use through designations that cause economic hann to 
surrounding communities. 

It is important to maintain a practice oflooking at wilderness proposals thoroughly and 
individually as opposed to comprehensive omnibus bills and Administrative actions that seek to 
designate millions of acres in one fell swoop with little, if any, consideration of the 
consequences. 

I look forward to hearing from our witnesses today and I now recognize the Ranking Member for 
his opening statement. 
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