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COMMITTEE ON NATURAL RESOURCES 

Disclosure Form  
As required by and provided for in House Rule XI, clause 2(g) and  

the Rules of the Committee on Natural Resources 
 

HR 3479 – The Natural Hazards Risk Reduction Act of 2011 
Tuesday, December 12, 2011 

 

 
 
 
For Individuals: 
 
 
1.  Name:    

John G. Anderson 
 
2.  Address: 
 [Information redacted for privacy] 
 
3.  Email Address: 
 [Information redacted for privacy] 
 
4.  Phone Number: 
 [Information redacted for privacy] 
 

* * * * * 
 
 
For Witnesses Representing Organizations: 
 

1. Name: 
John G. Anderson 
 

2.  Name of Organization(s) You are Representing at the Hearing: 
 
Seismological Society of America 

 
 

3. Business Address: 
201 Plaza Professional Building 
El Cerrito, CA 94530 
 

4. Business Email Address: 
info@seismosoc.org 

 
5.  Business Phone Number: 
 510-525-5474



 
Name/Organization  John Gregg Anderson 
Title/Date of Hearing  HR 3479 (Biggert). Natural Hazards Risk Reduction Act of 2011” 

Tuesday, December 13, 2011 
 
a. Any training or educational certificates, diplomas or degrees or other educational experiences that are 
relevant to your qualifications to testify on or knowledge of the subject matter of the hearing. 
 
Career as a seismologist focused on issues related to seismic hazard.  A brief biography is appended below.   
 
Ph.D. Geophysics, 1976 Columbia University, New York City, New York 
B. S. Physics, 1970      Michigan State University, East Lansing, Michigan 
 
b. Any professional licenses, certifications, or affiliations held that are relevant to your qualifications to testify 
on or knowledge of the subject matter of the hearing. 
 
Member of the following scientific organizations: 

Seismological Society of America (including having been elected to their Board of Directors for two terms) 
American Geophysical Union 
Consortium of Operators of Strong Motion Observation Systems (COSMOS), (includes serving on their Board of 

Directors) 
American Association for the Advancement of Science 
Earthquake Engineering Research Institute 
Royal Astronomical Society (London) 

 
c. Any employment, occupation, ownership in a firm or business, or work-related experiences that relate to 
your qualifications to testify on or knowledge of the subject matter of the hearing. 
 
University of Nevada, Reno – College of Science - Mackay School of Earth Sciences and Engineering 

Department of Earth Sciences and Engineering (formerly Geological Sciences) 
Associate Professor, Professor of Geophysics: Sept 1988 - present 

Nevada Seismological Laboratory 
Director, Feb. 1998 – June 2009 

University of California, San Diego 
Institute of Geophysics and Planetary Physics 

Asst., Associate Research Geophysicist and Lecturer:  Aug 1980 to June 1990 
Department of Applied Mechanics and Engineering Sciences 

Asst, Associate Research Engineer: Aug 1980 to 30 June 1988 
University of Southern California, Los Angeles 

Research Associate, Senior Research Associate:  Oct. 1976 to 1980 
California Institute of Technology, Pasadena, California 

Research Fellow:  November 1975 to 1976. 
Lamont Doherty Geological Observatory of Columbia University, Palisades, N. Y. 

Research Assistant:  July 1970 to 1975. 
 
d. Any federal grants or contracts (including subgrants or subcontracts) from the Department of the Interior  
(and /or other agencies invited) that you have received in the current year and previous four years, including 
the source and the amount of each grant or contract. 
 
Anderson is the principal investigator on two grants from the U. S. Geological Survey External Grants Program to the 
University of Nevada, Reno.  Both grants have the goal of improving the USGS National Seismic Hazard Map. 

USGS: Workshop on Applications of Precarious Rocks and Related Fragile Geological Features to the U. S. 
National Earthquake Hazard Map.  Start date: January 1, 2010. Termination date: Dec 31, 2011.  $16,028  
(Days of support for J. Anderson: 0) 

USGS: "Extension of Database on Exceptional Strong Motion Accelerograms", Start date: January 1, 2012. 
Termination date: December 31, 2012.  $27,490.  (Days of support for J. Anderson: 5 days) 
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The University of Nevada has received many other grants from USGS to persons associated with John 
Anderson.  These include grants for operation of the seismic network and for various other studies. 
 
John Anderson is also an active participant in the Southern California Earthquake Center (SCEC).  SCEC 
receives significant support from the US Geological Survey.   
 
e. A list of all lawsuits or petitions filed by you against the federal government in the current year and the 
previous four years, giving the name of the lawsuit or petition, the subject matter of the lawsuit or petition, 
and the federal statutes under which the lawsuits or petitions were filed. 
 
None 
 
f. Any other information you wish to convey that might aid the Members of the Committee to better 
understand the context of your testimony. 
 
John Anderson has also been active in an advisory capacity to the US Geological Survey in the preparation of 
their National Seismic Hazard Map.  He was a member of the NSHMP Next Generation Attenuation Relation 
Advisory Panel and the  NSHM Advisory Panel for the 2008 version of the map (Petersen et al, 2008).  He 
has agreed to be a member of the NSHM Advisory Panel for the next version of the map. 
 
Petersen, Mark D., Frankel, Arthur D., Harmsen, Stephen C., Mueller, Charles S., Haller, Kathleen M., Wheeler, Russell L., Wesson, Robert L., 
Zeng, Yuehua, Boyd, Oliver S., Perkins, David M., Luco, Nicolas, Field, Edward H., Wills, Chris J., and Rukstales, Kenneth S., 2008, 
Documentation for the 2008 Update of the United States National Seismic Hazard Maps: U.S. Geological Survey Open-File Report 2008–
1128, 61 p. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Name/Organization  John Anderson/Seismological Society of America 
Title/Date of Hearing  HR 3479 (Biggert). Natural Hazards Risk Reduction Act of 2011” 

Tuesday, December 13, 2011 
 
 
In addition, for witnesses representing organizations: 
 
 
g. Any offices, elected positions, or representational capacity held in the organization(s) on whose behalf you 
are testifying. 
 
Elected to the Board of Directors of the Seismological Society of America for two three-year terms, 2003-
2009. 
Member of Seismological Society of America Government Relations Committee, 2003 to present. 
 
h. Any federal grants or contracts (including subgrants or subcontracts) from the Department of the Interior 
(and /or other agencies invited)  that were received in the current year and previous four years by the 
organization(s) you represent at this hearing, including the source and amount of each grant or contract for 
each of the organization(s). 
 
None 
 
 
 
i. A list of all lawsuits or petitions filed by the organization(s) you represent at the hearing against the federal 
government in the current year and the previous four years, giving the name of the lawsuit or petition, the 
subject matter of the lawsuit or petition, and the federal statutes under which the lawsuits or petitions were 
filed for each of the organization(s). 
 
None 
 
 
 
 
 
j. A list of any countries from which the organization(s) you represent at the hearing have received foreign 
donations and the total amount of donations received from each country, for the current year and the previous 
four years, by each organization.  
 
 
None 
 
 
 
k. For tax-exempt organizations and non-profit organizations, copies of the three most recent public IRS Form 
990s (including Form 990-PF, Form 990-N, and Form 990-EZ) for each of the organization(s) you represent 
at the hearing (not including any contributor names and addresses or any information withheld from public 
inspection by the Secretary of the Treasury under 26 U.S.C. 6104)). 
 
Sent as attachments
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Biographical Information for John G. Anderson 

Seismological Laboratory, MS 174, University of Nevada, Reno, Nevada 89557 
Phone: (775) 784-4265     Fax: (775) 784-4165    Email: jga@seismo.unr.edu 

Education 
Ph.D. Geophysics, 1976 Columbia University, New York City, New York 
B. S. Physics, 1970      Michigan State University, East Lansing, Michigan 
Professional Experience 
University of Nevada, Reno – College of Science - Mackay School of Earth Sciences and Engineering 

Department of Earth Sciences and Engineering (formerly Geological Sciences) 
Associate Professor, Professor of Geophysics: Sept 1988 - present 

Nevada Seismological Laboratory 
Director, Feb. 1998 – June 2009 

University of California, San Diego 
Institute of Geophysics and Planetary Physics 

Asst., Associate Research Geophysicist and Lecturer:  Aug 1980 to June 1990 
Department of Applied Mechanics and Engineering Sciences 

Asst, Associate Research Engineer: Aug 1980 to 30 June 1988 
University of Southern California, Los Angeles 

Research Associate, Senior Research Associate:  Oct. 1976 to 1980 
California Institute of Technology, Pasadena, California 

Research Fellow:  November 1975 to 1976. 
Lamont Doherty Geological Observatory of Columbia University, Palisades, N. Y. 

Research Assistant:  July 1970 to 1975. 
Major Research Interests of John Anderson 
All aspects of engineering seismology, including applications of geological and seismological information to estimate 
seismicity and seismic hazards; recording strong ground motions; understanding the physics of near-source ground 
motions; and applications to engineering problems. Dr. Anderson is an author or coauthor on over 180 publications, 
mostly related to some field of engineering seismology. 
Selected Publications 
Anderson, J. G. (2007). Physical Processes That Control Strong Ground Motion. In H. Kanamori, Vol. Editor; G. 

Schubert, Ed. in Chief, Treatise on Geophysics, Volume 4, Earthquake Seismology (vol. 4, pp. 513-565). 
Amsterdam: Elsevier. 

Anderson, J. G. (2010). Source and site characteristics of earthquakes that have caused exceptional ground accelerations 
and velocities, Bulletin of the Seismological Society of America, Vol. 100, No. 1, pp. 1–36, February 2010, doi: 
10.1785/0120080375. 

Anderson, J. G., H. Miyake, K. Koketsu, S. K. Singh, R. Quaas, C. Perez-Yanez  (2010).  Spectral Characteristics and 
Low-Frequency Components of Exceptional Ground Motions, in K. Koketsu and 14 others, Organizers, Proceedings 
of the University of Tokyo Symposium on Long-Period Ground Motion and Urban Disaster Mitigation, March 17-
18, 2010, p1-6 of 78. 

Anderson, John G. and Y. Uchiyama (2011).  A methodology to improve ground-motion prediction equations by 
including path corrections, Bull. Seism. Soc. Am. 101, 1822-1846. 
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