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Good afternoon Chairman Fleming and members of the Subcommittee.  First, thank you for 
inviting me to speak on this very important topic – public access to Rattlesnake Mountain, 
including the summit.  I also want to express our appreciation to the full-Committee chairman 
(and our Congressman), Doc Hastings, for his leadership on this legislation.  
 
For the record my name is Carl Adrian, I am President and CEO of the Tri-City Development 
Council or TRIDEC.  TRIDEC is the lead economic development organization serving a two-
county region in Southeast Washington State.  The Tri-Cities has a population of 258,000 and 
includes the communities of Kennewick, Pasco, Richland and West Richland.  TRIDEC has about 
350 member firms and contractual relationships with the cities, counties and local port districts.  
 
I am here to speak to you about why public access to Rattlesnake Mountain is so important.   
 
Rattlesnake Mountain is a 3,660 foot windswept treeless sub-alpine ridge overlooking the 
Hanford nuclear site.  Prior to 1943 nearly all the mountain was in private ownership and much 
of the western slope remains in private hands today.   
 
In 1943, the summit and entire eastern slope was taken by eminent domain and placed in 
federal ownership under the Manhattan Project.  Today the eastern slope of Rattlesnake 
Mountain remains under federal protection as part of the Hanford Reach National Monument, 
managed by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. 
 
The public has not been allowed on Rattlesnake Mountain, except when escorted by federally 
badged individuals.  For the few of us that have been escorted to the summit (and 
Congressman Hastings and I experienced our first trip to the top together) the vistas are 
breathtaking.   You can see: 
 

o To the south the state of Oregon  
o To the west the Cascade Mountains including Mt. Rainer, Mt. Hood, and Mt. Adams  
o To the east the confluence of the Yakima and Columbia rivers and the confluence of the 

Snake and Columbia rivers -- a historical campsite of Lewis and Clark 
o The Tri-Cities communities and our surrounding patchwork of vineyards and agricultural 

areas 
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o The entire 586 square miles of the Hanford site including the reactor sites and 
processing canyons.  Imagine viewing an area half the size of Rhode Island. 

o And a magnificent view of the geology of the Columbia river valley and Columbia gorge 
formed by the ice age floods some 13,000 years ago.  

 
Rattlesnake Mountain was never contaminated by the nuclear missions at Hanford and as the 
site is cleaned up, it’s only appropriate the highest vista for viewing the site and the 
surrounding area be open for public access. 
 
The community embraces the cultural and historical significance of Rattlesnake Mountain and 
believes that public access for everyone is the best way to preserve the heritage of this place. 
 
For the first time the Tri-Cities can actually see an end to the clean-up of ninety percent of the 
Hanford site.  Almost two years ago, TRIDEC began a community conversation regarding the 
future of the Hanford site.    
 
In a letter to the Department of Energy, signed by myself along with mayors of our four 
principal cities, the chairmen of both county commissions, the executive directors of three local 
port districts, and Hanford communities, we asked DOE among other things to recognize that 
the natural features of the Hanford site, and in particular Rattlesnake Mountain and the Reach 
National Monument, are important community assets national treasures where the public must 
be allowed access. 
 
Subsequent to the letter, TRIDEC along with our local newspaper, the Tri-City Herald, sponsored 
a series of community forums asking the public for their vision of the future of the Hanford site.  
One hundred and fifty Tri-Citians attended these forums in person and another 200 filled out an 
on-line survey.  Aside from one gentleman who thought the Hanford site should be turned into 
a zoo (similar to Jurassic park, without the dinosaurs) there were three common themes which 
were voiced at every meeting and in most surveys. 
 
One of the common themes is that the public wants access to the entire Reach National 
Monument including Rattlesnake Mountain, and other historical structures and geologic 
features.  
 
To understand what access to the summit of Rattlesnake Mountain could mean to our 
community, we need to only look 15 miles to the south of Rattlesnake, to Badger Mountain, 
which is about 1/3 the height of Rattlesnake.  The 650-acre summit of Badger Mountain was 
purchased by the community several years ago to preserve the mountain for public access.  Last 
year more than 120,000 hikers climbed to the 1,000 foot summit of Badger Mountain!  (See 
attached articles on the tremendous local support of the public access to Badger Mountain. 
 
Of what value is a national monument if the public is not allowed access?  TRIDEC supports 
Congressional action that opens public access to Rattlesnake Mountain for the first time in 68 
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years!  Accordingly, we support HR 2719, and urge the Committee to expedite approval of this 
legislation. 
  
Thank you for allowing me to speak on this very important topic in front of this Congressional 
Subcommittee. 
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Attachments to Carl Adrian’s testimony: 
1) Badger Mountain Trail Usage - Statistics 
2) Hiking Badger Mountain – an article authored by Adam Fyall, Benton County 

Commissioners Office 
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