DOC HASTINGS, WA PETER A. DEFAZIO, OR

CHAIRMAN RANKING DEMOCRATIC MEMBER
DON YOUNG, AK ENI F.H. FALEOMAVAEGA, AS
LOUIE GOHMERT, TX FRANK PALLONE, JR., NJ

- ROB BISHOP, UT GRACE F. NAPOLITANO, CA
DOUG LAMBORN, CO RUSH HOLT, NJ
ROBERT J. WITTMAN, VA H -~ ~ &> RAUL M. GRIJALVA, AZ
PAUL C. BROUN, GA MADELEINE Z. BORDALLO, GU
5. Houge of Representatives
TOM McCLINTOCK, CA GREGORIO KILILI CAMACHO SABLAN, CNMI
GLENN THOMPSON, PA - NIKI TSONGAS, MA
CYNTHIA LUMMIS, WY @ N l m PEDRO R. PIERLUISI, PR
DAN BENISHEK, MI nmmtttBE nn atura Bﬁnurtgﬁ COLLEEN W. HANABUSA, HI
JEFF DUNCAN, SC TONY CARDENAS, CA
SCOTT R. TIPTON, CO b4 STEVEN HORSFORD, NV
PAUL A. GOSAR, AZ maﬁhtngtnn’ EQ‘L EHS 1 5 JARED HUFFMAN, CA
RAUL R. LABRADOR, ID RAUL RUIZ, CA
STEVE SOUTHERLAND II, FL CAROL SHEA-PORTER, NH
BILL FLORES, TX ALAN LOWENTHAL, CA
JON RUNYAN, NJ JOE GARCIA, FL
MARK AMODEI, NV MATTHEW CARTWRIGHT, PA
MARKWAYNE MULLIN, OK
CHRIS STEWART, UT
STEVE DAINES, MT
KEVIN CRAMER, ND PENNY DODGE
DOUG LAMALFA, CA DEMOCRATIC STAFF DIRECTOR
JASON SMITH, MO

September 25, 2013

TODD YOUNG
CHIEF OF STAFF

VOTE TODAY TO PASS THE “HELIUM STEWARDSHIP ACT”

H RES ___ Providing for the concurrence by the House in the
Senate amendment to H.R. 527, with an amendment

Dear Colleague,

Today, the House will have an opportunity to pass the “Helium Stewardship Act” and send
to the Senate for final consideration a bill that preserves our Nation’s helium supply, closes
the helium reserve once and for all - getting the federal government out of the helium
business, and reduces the deficit by $90 million.

e The House passed H.R. 527, the “Helium Stewardship Act,” on April 26t by a vote of 394-

1. On September 19th, the Senate passed H.R. 527 with an amendment by a vote of 97-

2. The bill fulfills the urgent need to act to provide for continued operation and future

sales from the Federal Helium Reserve that under current law must cease operations on

October 1st,

o The Reserve supplies one-third of the world’s supply of helium and a disruption
would cause real harm to the Nation’s economy. Without action, tens of thousands
American jobs and critical technologies, including medical devices such as MRI’s,
would be at risk.

e This final text (H RES _, which is an amendment to the Senate amendment to the
House bill H.R. 527) makes several necessary, minimal adjustments to the Senate-
passed version of H.R. 527 to ensure it abides by budget rules and laws so it does not
increase deficit spending. Prompt enactment of this final text will maintain the flow of
helium from the Reserve after October 1st and prevent economic disruptions to
American jobs, manufacturing and critical technologies, and medical devices.

e Specifically, H RES__:
o Affirms the Senate-passed policy on operation of the Helium Reserve after October
1st and the policy of ending this federal program and selling the entire Reserve.

»=  The Senate-passed policy reflects a fair balance between the policy in the
original Senate bill (S. 783) and the House-passed bill (H.R. 527). The text of the
Senate-passed bill’s helium policy remains exactly the same with only two
timing adjustments: helium is sold sooner under the same parameters as
provided in the Senate bill, and the closure of Federal Helium Reserve is
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accomplished in a manner that saves an additional $20 million in operating
costs.
o Reduces the federal deficit by $90 million over 10 years and fully abides by budget

rules.

= Based on an updated CBO score, the Senate-passed bill did not balance in Fiscal
Year 2014 and would have increased direct spending by $209 million in Budget
Authority and $114 million in Outlays in that year. This final text reduces
federal spending by $16 million in Budget Authority and $58 million in
Outlays in 2014. A CBO score of the final text’s modifications to the Senate-
passed bill shows it will now balance or reduce the deficit in all three budget
windows (year one, years one to five, and years one to ten.)

o Upholds the federal government’s commitment to support rural schools and
communities for the loss of revenue from federal timber harvest by providing for a
one-year extension of the Secure Rural Schools program.

*  The bill maintains other non-helium policies adopted by the Senate with only
variations in the years of implementation.

Today, vote yes to pass the “Helium Stewardship Act” to protect jobs, our
economy, and taxpayers by establishing a program to responsibly close the
helium program.

If you have any questions, please contact Tim Charters with the Natural Resources
Committee at x5-9297.

Sincerely,
Doc Hastings (WA-04)

Chairman,
House Natural Resources Committee



