


Committee should be consulting with recognized tribes regarding their treaty rights.  This is not a 
matter of granting veto power to existing tribes over new recognition, but it’s a matter of this 
Committee exercising proper respect for the rights of treaty tribes. 
 
It is for this reason that I requested that our Committee hear from a witness representing the 
Quinault Tribe and one witness representing the Muckleshoot, Tulalip and Puyallup Tribes.  The 
Committee must be very cautious.  The Congress should not act hastily when the treaty rights of 
existing recognized tribes could be affected, or even challenged. 
 
I look forward to hearing the testimony of today’s witnesses. 
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