


appropriations bill eliminates the entire Pacific Coastal Salmon Recovery Fund that was 
appropriated $80 million in this fiscal year.   
 
Earlier this year when the President’s budget request for NOAA contained a similar cut and 
transfer of funds to a nation-wide species recovery grant program, the outrage of Members from 
the Pacific Northwest was clearly and loudly expressed.   
 
However, the House Appropriations Committee seems to have bought into the Obama plan to 
eliminate this long-standing, successful grant program that received $80 million in 2009.  Instead 
it directs funding into a vague species recovery grant program that sets aside $50 million, which 
is $30 million less, for “salmon projects.”   
 
As currently written, not only would the Pacific Coastal Salmon Recovery Fund be ended, but 
projects anywhere in the nation would be eligible to receive the funds.  It could be spent on both 
endangered Pacific and non-endangered Atlantic salmon. 
 
Last night, I filed an amendment to the appropriations bill that is printed in today’s 
Congressional Record that seeks to restore the Pacific Coastal Salmon Recovery Fund.  Quite 
simply, my amendment takes the words from this year’s 2009 Omnibus Appropriations bill and 
would insert them back into the bill to ensure the $50 million in reduced funds is guaranteed to 
be directed to the traditionally funded Pacific states. 
 
At a time when a federal judge is suggesting and threatening to remove federal hydropower dams 
that provide enough energy to light the City of Seattle, even though he doesn’t have that power 
as a judge, we certainly should be ensuring that the Pacific Coastal Salmon Recovery Fund 
continues and isn’t eliminated by action here in the House. 

 
Let me also note that the hollow shell of salmon grant funding that is left in the appropriations 
bill is $30 million less than for 2009, that’s a deep cut when the overall bill increases spending 
by a whopping 12 percent.   

 
Considering these harsh realities, I must bluntly say that I find it very, very difficult to be able to 
support a brand new government salmon spending program, as this bill proposes, when the 
successful grants-to-states program for endangered salmon funding was proposed for elimination 
by the Administration, and now Congress has taken the first steps to do just that. 

 
I fear the “salmon funding fatigue” that appears to have affected the Appropriators, will make it 
even harder for us to adequately fund salmon conservation activities in the future.  This 
legislation will not make those funding decisions any easier. 
 
While I like some of the concepts in H.R. 2055, I am afraid this is not the time to be creating new 
programs or authorizing new funding until we get the existing funding problems resolved.  
 
 Thank you, Madam Chair. 
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