


recognized tribes and those seeking recognition, it is a matter of fundamental fairness to 
ensure recognition is not given in an arbitrary manner that could undermine that status for all 
who hold it. 

 
Mr. Chairman, I hope there will further discussion as to what kind of criteria we should 

use in considering H.R. 31 and H.R. 1385, and whether such criteria will be applied equally for 
other petitioners.  Neither this Committee, nor Congress, should be acting in an arbitrary, unclear 
and subjective way when considering recognition of a tribe.  Thank you. 
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