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BOEM Site-specific Environmental Assessment – 
includes Essential Fish Habitat (EFH) Assessment

If adverse effect on fisheries/EFH determined,  
assessment with proposed mitigation measures 
submitted to NMFS for review 

BOEM Coordinate with Department of Defense (DOD)

BOEM Coordinate with NASA
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NOAA - Office for 
Coastal Management

Draft
IHA Prepared

Public 
Comment 

ESA 
Consultation

State request to review 
seismic survey permit

State request to review 
IHA permit

National Marine 
Fisheries Service (NMFS)
Endangered Species Consultation

Bureau of Ocean Energy Management (BOEM) Programmatic EIS
        4+ years of environmental analysis
        Multiple opportunities for public comment
        Outcome:  Seismic surveys acceptable with rigorous mitigation measures to protect marine animals

NEPA /4 Year Process

Draft IHA prepared Public 
Comment ESA Consultation

IHA permit
DecisionIHA PERMIT DECISION ©
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Seismic Survey Permit Process – 12 to 18 months

BOEM 
SEISMIC 
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DECISION 

— [ Permit Reviews Proceed with no State Review]

— [ Permit Reviews Proceed with no State Review]

The Path to Atlantic Seismic Surveys
Obtaining a permit to conduct a seismic survey in the Atlantic is an extensive process that includes many environmental 
impact analyses, multiple opportunities for public comment and reviews by affected states.

Attachment A




