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182 Members Send Bipartisan Letter Calling on Obama Admin to Open 
New Offshore Areas to American Energy Production, Job Creation 

 
WASHINGTON D.C. – Spearheaded by Natural Resources Committee Members Bill Flores 
(TX-17) and Rob Wittman (VA-01), 182 Members today sent a bipartisan letter to 
Department of the Interior Secretary Ken Salazar requesting new, expanded access to 
offshore energy production in order to create new American jobs, reduce our reliance on 
foreign energy and generate new revenue.   
 
Last November, the Obama Administration released a draft five year plan that closes the 
majority of the OCS to new energy production through 2017.  The draft plan includes lease 
sales in the Gulf of Mexico and the Arctic—leaving portions of Alaska, the entire Atlantic 
and Pacific coasts off-limits to new energy production and job creation. 
 
Next week the House is expected to consider the American Energy and Infrastructure Jobs 
Act (H.R. 7), which would lift President Obama’s offshore drilling ban and require the 
Administration to lease offshore areas containing the most oil and natural gas. 
 
Click here to view a copy of the signed letter. 
 
Dear Mr. Secretary: 
 
With the release of the Proposed Outer Continental Shelf Plan for 2012-2017, we write to 
express strong bipartisan support in the House for the consideration of new and expanded 
access to the OCS for the production of oil and natural gas. 
 
Opening up new areas of the OCS will bring new jobs, new energy, and new revenues to the 
Treasury – all at a time where each of these benefits is desperately needed.  When finalized, 
this will be the first five year plan since the presidential and congressional moratoria were 
lifted in 2008.  At the time these moratoria were removed, it was anticipated by the public 
and the Congress that without these obstacles in place the result would be that future five 
year plans would include significant new access to the OCS thereby laying the groundwork 
for new jobs, energy, and revenues.   Together, these moratoria had kept more than three 
quarters of the OCS off limits to exploration and production activities for more than 30 
years.  Consequently, we were disappointed that the proposed plan announced by your 
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Department on November 8th would open no new areas of the OCS for assessment and 
leave exploration and development activities focused in the same places where we have 
been looking for a generation.  We continue to believe that any new five year leasing plan 
should allow for the consideration of expanding into new areas, such as offshore Virginia, 
as envisioned when the moratoria were lifted. 
 
We recognize that in the wake of the Gulf spill, your Department has moved aggressively to 
implement new safety and environmental regulations and that you have stated publicly 
that your Department would not be authorizing new activity if you did not believe it was 
being done safely.  Given these regulatory changes, as well as actions taken by industry to 
restore confidence, we believe it is time to move ahead in facilitating new access to the OCS 
and that waiting until 2017 at the earliest to initiate these activities does not serve the 
public interest.  Moreover, the public is strongly supportive of new offshore access and is 
anxious to realize the promised economic benefits from new access to American resources 
rather than continuing our overreliance upon foreign sources of energy.    
 
We ask that you take into account these views as you consider the Proposed Five Year Plan 
for 2012-2017.  Thank you in advance for your consideration. 
 
 Sincerely, 
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