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NLBMDA Praises Reintroduction of Resilient Federal
Forests Act

WASHINGTON, DC - The National Lumber and Building Material Dealers Association
(NLBMDA) praises the introduction yesterday of the Resilient Federal Forests Act by (H.R.
2936) Rep. Bruce Westerman (R-AR). The legislation helps protect the national forest
system by implementing best practices intended to lessen the threat of wildfires. Original
cosponsors for the bipartisan bill include Reps. Raul Labrador (R-ID), Tom McClintock (R-
CA), Cathy McMorris Rodgers (R-WA), Rick Nolan (D-MN), Collin Peterson (D-MN), and Scott
Tipton (R-CO).

Rep. Westerman introduced the legislation during the previous Congress in 2015, where it
passed the House of Representatives by a vote of 262-167 with support from 21 Democrats
who crossed the aisle to support the bill.

The U.S. Forest Service manages over 190 million acres. Of this, 46 million acres is
designated as allowable for timber harvest. Timber harvests from federal forests declined
by 78 percent between 1987 and 2015, from 11.3 to 2.5 billion board feet. This is far below
the long-term, sustainable capability of these lands of 12.2 billion board feet per year.

Poor land management during the past 30 years has led to declining health of national
forests. This has resulted in fewer jobs and productivity in the forestry sector, fewer board
feet of domestically produced lumber entering the market, and a marked increase in
acreage ravaged by insects, disease and fire.

"The Resilient Federal Forests Act strikes a balanced approach in managing the national
forest system by making more land available for logging in an environmentally sustainable
way," said Jonathan Paine, NLBMDA President and CEO. "NLBMDA thanks Congressman
Westerman for his leadership on this important issue."

NLBMDA supports greater sustainable harvesting of federal forests to meet long-term
demand for lumber as part of a comprehensive plan that does not place U.S. private forests
at a competitive disadvantage.
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The National Lumber and Building Material Dealers Association (NLBMDA) represents its members in the national public
policy arena, with emphasis on efforts to 1) promote the industry and educate legislators and public policy personnel; and
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2) assist legislative, regulatory, standard-setting and other government or private bodies in the development of laws,
regulations and policies affecting lumber and building material dealers, its customers and suppliers. Founded in 1917, the
association has over 6,000 members operating single or multiple lumber yards and component plants serving
homebuilders, subcontractors, general contractors, and consumers in the new construction, repair and remodeling of
residential and light commercial. www.dealer.org.
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