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May 17, 2021 
 
 
Honorable Bruce Westerman     Honorable Cliff Bentz 
Ranking Member      Ranking Member 
Committee on Natural Resources Republican Office  Subcommittee on Water, Oceans and Wildlife 
U.S. House of Representatives     U.S. House of Representatives 
1329 Longworth House Office Building     1329 Longworth House Office Building 
Washington D.C., 20515      Washington D.C., 20515 
 
 
Re: Virtual forum on the catastrophic drought situation across the American West 
 
Dear Ranking Member Westerman, Ranking Subcommittee Member Bentz, and Natural Resources Committee 
Republicans: 
 
I am Donnie Boyd, Klamath County, Oregon County Commissioner, position #1, and a lifelong resident of 
Klamath County. Thank you for having this forum today on a topic that is vital to my county and the entire 
Klamath Basin. 
 
For 150 years, irrigated agriculture has been the primary economic engine in our county. There are 
approximately 200,000 irrigated acres in areas that are tributary to and surrounding Upper Klamath Lake. 
There are about 140,000 acres in Klamath County that are served by the Bureau of Reclamation's Klamath 
Project, which was authorized in 1905. 
 
Today, that economy is shut down. Surface water irrigation is shut down. Family farms, farm employees, 
businesses that serve agriculture, and main street in our rural communities are all at risk, and terrified, 
through no fault of their own. National wildlife refuges that rely on the same water delivery system as 
irrigation will have no water. 
 
This year is the worst, or close to the worst, drought year in memory. With that said, irrigation will receive 
essentially no share of what water there is. In the Klamath Project, for example, irrigation and wildlife refuges 
combined will use less than 10 percent of the water that flows into Upper Klamath Lake, the Project's water 
storage reservoir. 
 
We have concerns with how and why this has come to be; water that has been used for irrigation in the past 
has been re-allocated to instream use. Those instream uses are very important, but there is no evidence that 
the complete drying up of agriculture is doing any good for the fish. 
 
That issue is for another time. 
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Today, I want you to know that on May 7, the Klamath County Board of Commissioners and the Siskiyou and 
the Modoc Counties Boards of Supervisors held a joint meeting. To anyone's knowledge, this is the first time 
ever that those three counties, which share the irrigated land in the Klamath Project, met together. 
  
The three boards unanimously approved a letter to our Congressional delegation, which I have attached to this 
testimony. The Boards identified the immediate need for financial resources to try to limit the damage to the 
extent it can be limited. The sooner we can get that help the more-good it will do and less bad the disaster will 
be. 
 
There is one update to the letter. The irrigation water supply will be even less than we thought. The A Canal, 
which has conveyed irrigation water for 150,000 acres since 1907, is closed, and will remain closed all year. 
The A Canal and others also provide recharge for domestic wells that are relied on for drinking water and 
sanitation. There are 1800 domestic wells in the area influenced by the water shut-off, and we have no idea 
what is going to happen or exactly how many will go dry. 
 
Please take into careful consideration the negative impact these decisions have created in the Klamath Basin 
community specifically effecting ag, local businesses and residential domestic wells. The three county letter 
states there is a need for 45 million.  The actual impact is much more. 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to speak today.  I’m happy to answer any questions you may have. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Donnie Boyd          
Commissioner 
 
Enc: Letter from Klamath, Modoc and Siskiyou Counties  
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