


Especially alarming is the mandatory ‘ocean zoning’ ordered to be imposed.  Disguised with the 
label of Coastal Marine Spatial Planning, ‘ocean zoning’ could place huge sections of the ocean 
off-limits to activities not ‘zoned’ as government-approved.   
 
‘Ocean zoning’ is poised to impact commercial and recreational fishing, energy development – 
including renewable energy, recreational activities, marine commerce, shipping and 
transportation, construction and manufacturing.  It has the potential to stunt economic growth, 
and the jobs associated with that growth.  
 
Though labeled as ‘ocean policy,’ the Executive Order’s scope goes well beyond the oceans and 
includes the federalization of the Great Lakes, where states could be dictated to by a Regional 
Planning Body on where certain economic activities are allowed.    
 
Regional Planning Bodies are also empowered to reach far inland to potentially regulate 
activities occurring on lands adjacent to rivers, tributaries or watersheds that drain into the ocean.  
For example, a farmer working hundreds of miles from the coastline could be at risk of a new 
layer of regulatory review based on the ocean.  
 
None of the people, communities and businesses affected the most by this policy will have 
representation on the Regional Planning Bodies.  They have no seat at the table deciding their 
fate.  The President’s Executive Order places all the power in the hands of the government.   
 
Let me be clear, the Administration can and should require Executive Branch agencies with 
jurisdiction over our ocean policy to work in a more coordinated manner, to share information, 
and reduce duplication of their work.  This would save money and could be supported by all of 
us.   
 
However, this policy has been driven from within the White House under the claim it’s only an 
ocean conservation measure, when its actual effects could be far-reaching and economically 
hurtful to American jobs and businesses both at-sea and well-ashore. 
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