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1. Magnuson Stevens Fishery Conservation and Management Act

[As Amended Through P.L. 118-229, Enacted January 4, 2025]

E A A

Sec. 3. DEFINITIONS.

As used in this Act, unless the context otherwise requires—

(1) The term “‘anadromous species” means species of fish which spawn in fresh or estuarine
waters of the United States and which migrate to ocean waters.

(2) The term “bycatch™ means fish which are harvested in a fishery, but which are not sold
or kept for personal use, and includes economic discards and regulatory discards. Such term
does not include fish released alive under a recreational catch and release fishery management
program.
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(3) The term “charter fishing” means fishing from a vessel carrying a passenger for hire (as
defined in section 2101(30) of title 46, United States Code) who is engaged in recreational
fishing.

(4) The term “commercial fishing” means fishing in which the fish harvested, either in
whole or in part, are intended to enter commerce or enter commerce through sale, barter or trade.

(5) The term “conservation and management” refers to all of the rules, regulations,
conditions, methods, and other measures (A) which are required to rebuild, restore, or maintain,
and which are useful in rebuilding, restoring, or maintaining, any fishery resource and the
marine environment; and (B) which are designed to assure that—

(1) a supply of food and other products may be taken, and that recreational
benefits may be obtained, on a continuing basis;

(ii) irreversible or long-term adverse effects on fishery resources and the
marine environment are avoided; and

(iii) there will be a multiplicity of options available with respect to future
uses of these resources.

(6) The term “Continental Shelf” means the seabed and subsoil of the submarine areas
adjacent to the coast, but outside the area of the territorial sea, of the United States, to a depth of
200 meters or, beyond that limit, to where the depth of the superjacent waters admits of the
exploitation of the natural resources of such areas.

( ?)7 The term “Continental Shelf fishery resources™ means the following:

7

The law as enacted for all list item headings contained in paragraph (7) as
appear with the first letter of such heading in initial capitalization with the
rest of the letters appearing in all small capital letters.

[List Type:

ColenterataS
Bamboo Coral—Acanella spp.;

8

Section 102(2)(A) of P.L. 104-297 (110 Stat. 3561) sought to amend this
paragraph, as redesignated, by striking “COELENTERATA” from the
heading of the list of corals and inserting “CNIDARIA”. Because of the use
of incorrect spelling, typeface, and capitalization in describing the text to be

struck, the amendment could not be executed.
Black Coral—Antipathes spp.;

Gold Coral—Callogorgia spp.;
Precious Red Coral—Corallium spp.;

Bamboo Coral—Keratoisis spp.; and
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Gold Coral—Parazoanthus spp.
[List Type:
Crustacea
Tanner Crab—Chionoecetes tanneri;
Tanner Crab—Chionoecetes opilio;
Tanner Crab—Chionoecetes angulatus;
Tanner Crab—Chionoecetes bairdi;
King Crab—Paralithodes camtschatica;
King Crab—Paralithodes platypus;
King Crab—Paralithodes brevipes;
Lobster—Homarus americanus;
Dungeness Crab—Cancer magister;
California King Crab—Paralithodes californiensis;
California King Crab—Paralithodes rathbuni;
Golden King Crab—Lithodes aequispinus;
Northern Stone Crab—Lithodes maja;
Stone Crab—Menippe mercenaria; and
Deep-sea Red Crab—Chaceon quinquedens.
[List Type:
Mollusks
Red Abalone—Haliotis rufescens;
Pink Abalone—Haliotis corrugata;
Japanese Abalone—Haliotis kamtschatkana;
Queen Conch—Strombus gigas;
Surf Clam—Spisula solidissima, and
Ocean Quahog—Arctica islandica.
[List Type:
Sponges
Glove Sponge—Spongia cheiris
Sheepswool Sponge—Hippiospongia lachne;
Grass Sponge—Spongia graminea; and

Yellow Sponge—Spongia barbera.
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If the Secretary determines, after consultation with the Secretary of State, that living
organisms of any other sedentary species are, at the harvestable stage, either—

(A) immobile on or under the seabed, or
(B) unable to move except in constant physical contact with the seabed or subsoil,

of the Continental Shelf which appertains to the United States, and publishes notice
of such determination in the Federal Register, such sedentary species shall be
considered to be added to the foregoing list and included in such term for purposes of
this Act.

(8) The term “Council” means any Regional Fishery Management Council established
under section 302.

(9) The term “economic discards” means fish which are the target of a fishery, but which
are not retained because they are of an undesirable size, sex, or quality, or for other economic
reasons.

(10) The term “essential fish habitat™ means those waters and substrate necessary to fish for
spawning, breeding, feeding or growth to maturity.

(11) The term “exclusive economic zone” means the zone established by Proclamation
Numbered 5030, dated March 10, 1983. For purposes of applying this Act, the inner boundary of
that zone is a line coterminous with the seaward boundary of each of the coastal States.

(12) The term “fish” means finfish, mollusks, crustaceans, and all other forms of marine
animal and plant life other than marine mammals and birds.

(13) The term “fishery” means—

(A) one or more stocks of fish which can be treated as a unit for purposes of
conservation and management and which are identified on the basis of geographical,
scientific, technical, recreational, and economic characteristics; and

(B) any fishing for such stocks.

(14) The term “regional fishery association” means an association formed for the mutual
benefit of members—

(A) to meet social and economic needs in a region or subregion; and

(B) comprised of persons engaging in the harvest or processing of fishery resources in
that specific region or subregion or who otherwise own or operate businesses substantially
dependent upon a fishery.

(15) The term “fishery resource” means any fishery, any stock of fish, any species of fish,
and any habitat of fish.

(16) The term ““fishing” means—
(A) the catching, taking, or harvesting of fish;
(B) the attempted catching, taking, or harvesting of fish;

(C) any other activity which can reasonably be expected to result in the catching,
taking, or harvesting of fish; or

(D) any operations at sea in support of, or in preparation for, any activity described in
subparagraphs (A) through (C).

Such term does not include any scientific research activity which is conducted by a
scientific research vessel.
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(17) The term ““fishing community” means a community which is substantially dependent
on or substantially engaged in the harvest or processing of fishery resources to meet social and
economic needs, and includes fishing vessel owners, operators, and crew and United States fish
processors that are based in such community.

(18) The term “fishing vessel” means any vessel, boat, ship, or other craft which is used for,
equipped to be used for, or of a type which is normally used for—

(A) fishing; or

(B) aiding or assisting one or more vessels at sea in the performance of any activity
relating to fishing, including, but not limited to, preparation, supply, storage, refrigeration,
transportation, or processing.

(19) The term “foreign fishing™ means fishing by a vessel other than a vessel of the United
States.

(20) The term “high seas™ means all waters beyond the territorial sea of the United States
and beyond any foreign nation's territorial sea, to the extent that such sea is recognized by the
United States.

(21) The term “highly migratory species” means tuna species, marlin (Tetrapturus spp. and
Makaira spp.), oceanic sharks, sailfishes (Istiophorus spp.), and swordfish (Xiphias gladius).

(22) The term “import™—

(A) means to land on, bring into, or introduce into, or attempt to land on, bring into, or
introduce into, any place subject to the jurisdiction of the United States, whether or not
such landing, bringing, or introduction constitutes an importation within the meaning of the
customs laws of the United States: but

(B) does not include any activity described in subparagraph (A) with respect to fish
caught in the exclusive economic zone or by a vessel of the United States.

(23) The term “individual fishing quota”™ means a Federal permit under a limited access
system to harvest a quantity of fish, expressed by a unit or units representing a percentage of the
total allowable catch of a fishery that may be received or held for exclusive use by a person.
Such term does not include community development quotas as described in section 305(i).

(24) The term “international fishery agreement” means any bilateral or multilateral treaty,
convention, or agreement which relates to fishing and to which the United States is a party.

(25) The term “large-scale driftnet fishing” means a method of fishing in which a gillnet
composed of a panel or panels of webbing, or a series of such gillnets, with a total length of two
and one-half kilometers or more, or with a mesh size of 14 inches or greater, is placed in the
water and allowed to drift with the currents and winds for the purpose of entangling fish in the
webbing.

(26) The term “limited access privilege™—

(A) means a Federal permit, issued as part of a limited access system under section
303A to harvest a quantity of fish expressed by a unit or units representing a portion of the
total allowable catch of the fishery that may be received or held for exclusive use by a
person; and

(B) includes an individual fishing quota; but

(C) does not include community development quotas as described in section 305(i).
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(27) The term “limited access system™ means a system that limits participation in a fishery
to those satisfying certain eligibility criteria or requirements contained in a fishery management
plan or associated regulation.

(28) The term “Marine Fisheries Commission” means the Atlantic States Marine Fisheries
Commission, the Gulf States Marine Fisheries Commission, or the Pacific Marine Fisheries
Commission.

(29) The term “migratory range” means the maximum area at a given time of the year
within which fish of an anadromous species or stock thereof can be expected to be found, as
determined on the basis of scale pattern analysis, tagging studies, or other reliable scientific
information, except that the term does not include any part of such area which is in the waters of
a foreign nation.

(30) The term “national standards™ means the national standards for fishery conservation
and management set forth in section 301.

(31) The term “observer” means any person required or authorized to be carried on a vessel
for conservation and management purposes by regulations or permits under this Act.

(32) The term “observer information™ means any information collected, observed, retrieved,
or created by an observer or electronic monitoring system pursuant to authorization by the
Secretary, or collected as part of a cooperative research initiative, including fish harvest or
processing observations, fish sampling or weighing data, vessel logbook data, vessel or
processor-specific information (including any safety, location, or operating condition
observations), and video, audio, photographic, or written documents.

(33) The term “optimum”, with respect to the yield from a fishery, means the amount of
fish which—

(A) will provide the greatest overall benefit to the Nation, particularly with respect to
food production and recreational opportunities, and taking into account the protection of
marine ecosystems;

(B) is prescribed on the basis of the maximum sustainable yield from the fishery, as
reduced by any relevant social, economic, or ecological factor; and

(C) in the case of an overfished fishery, provides for rebuilding to a level consistent
with producing the maximum sustainable yield in such fishery.

(34) The terms “overfishing” and “overfished” mean a rate or level of fishing mortality that
jeopardizes the capacity of a fishery to produce the maximum sustainable yield on a continuing
basis.

(35) The term “Pacific Insular Area” means American Samoa, Guam, the Northern Mariana
Islands, Baker Island, Howland Island, Jarvis Island., Johnston Atoll, Kingman Reef, Midway
Island, Wake Island, or Palmyra Atoll, as applicable, and includes all islands and reefs
appurtenant to such island, reef, or atoll.

(36) The term “person” means any individual (whether or not a citizen or national of the
United States), any corporation, partnership, association, or other entity (whether or not
organized or existing under the laws of any State), and any Federal, State, local, or foreign
government or any entity of any such government.

(37) The term “recreational fishing™” means fishing for sport or pleasure.

(38) The term “‘regulatory discards™ means fish harvested in a fishery which fishermen are
required by regulation to discard whenever caught, or are required by regulation to retain but not
sell.

Report Generated: 10/17/2025 (11:11 a.m. EDT) Page 6 of 25



COMPARATIVE PRINT

(39) The term “Secretary” means the Secretary of Commerce or his designee.

(40)9 The term “special areas” means the areas referred to as eastern special areas in
Article 3(1) of the Agreement between the United States of America and the Union of Soviet
Socialist Republics on the Maritime Boundary, signed June 1, 1990; in particular, the term refers
to those areas east of the maritime boundary, as defined in that Agreement, that lie within 200
nautical miles of the baselines from which the breadth of the territorial sea of Russia is measured
but beyond 200 nautical miles of the baselines from which the breadth of the territorial sea of the
United States is measured.

9

Section 3(40) was added (as paragraph (24)) by section 301(b)(2) of Public
Law 102-251, redesignated by various sections of Public Law 104-297, and
made effective by section 405(a) of Public Law 104-297.

(41)10 The term “special areas™ means the areas referred to as eastern special areas in
Article 3(1) of the Agreement between the United States of America and the Union of Soviet
Socialist Republics on the Maritime Boundary, signed June 1, 1990. In particular, the term refers
to those areas east of the maritime boundary, as defined in that Agreement, that lie within 200
nautical miles of the baselines from which the breadth of the territorial sea of Russia is measured
but beyond 200 nautical miles of the baselines from which the breadth of the territorial sea of the
United States is measured.

10
Section 3(41) was added by section 102(10) of P.L. 104-297. It is
substantially identical to section 3(35).

(42) The term “State” means each of the several States, the District of Columbia, the
Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, American Samoa, the Virgin Islands, Guam, and any other
Commonwealth, territory, or possession of the United States.

(43) The term ‘“stock assessment”’’ means an evaluation of the past, present, and future
status of a stock of fish, including—

(4) a range of life historv characteristics for such stock of fish, including, to the extent
practicable—

(i) the geographical boundaries of such stock of fish; and

(ii) information regarding age, growth, natural mortality, sexual maturity and
reproduction, feeding habits, and habitat preferences of such stock of fish; and

(B) fishing for the stock of fish.

(43 44) The term “stock of fish” means a species, subspecies, geographical grouping, or
other category of fish capable of management as a unit.

(44 45) The term “treaty” means any international fishery agreement which is a treaty
within the meaning of section 2 of article II of the Constitution.

(45 46) The term “tuna species” means the following:
Albacore Tuna—Thunnus alalunga;

Bigeye Tuna—Thunnus obesus;
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Bluefin Tuna—Thunnus thynnus;
Skipjack Tuna—Katsuwonus pelamis; and
Yellowfin Tuna—Thunnus albacares.

(46 47) The term “United States”, when used in a geographical context, means all the States
thereof.

(4% 48) The term “United States fish processors™ means facilities located within the United
States for, and vessels of the United States used or equipped for, the processing of fish for
commercial use or consumption.

(48 49) The term “United States harvested fish” means fish caught, taken, or harvested by
vessels of the United States within any fishery for which a fishery management plan prepared
under title ITT or a preliminary fishery management plan prepared under section 201(h) has been

implementedl l.

11

Section 102(11) of P.L. 104-297 (110 Stat. 3563) sought to amend paragraph
(48) (as redesignated) by striking “for which a fishery management plan
prepared under title III or a preliminary fishery management plan prepared
under section 201(g) has been implemented” and inserting “regulated under
this Act”. The amendment cannot be executed because it should have been
made to paragraph (43), as redesignated.

(49 50) The term “vessel subject to the jurisdiction of the United States™ has the same

meaning such term has in section 3(c) of the Maritime Drug Law Enforcement Act (46 U.S.C.
App. 1903(c)).

(58 51) The term “vessel of the United States™ means—
(A) any vessel documented under chapter 121 of title 46, United States Code;

(B) any vessel numbered in accordance with chapter 123 of title 46, United States
Code, and measuring less than 5 net tons;

(C) any vessel numbered in accordance with chapter 123 of title 46, United States
Code, and used exclusively for pleasure; or

(D) any vessel not equipped with propulsion machinery of any kind and used
exclusively for pleasure.

(33 2)12 The term “waters of a foreign nation” means any part of the territorial sea or
exclusive economic zone (or the equivalent) of a foreign nation, to the extent such territorial sea
or exclusive economic zone is recognized by the United States.

12

So in law. Probably should have been redesignated as paragraph (46) by
section 102 of P.L. 104-297.
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TITLE III-—NATIONAL FISHERY
MANAGEMENT PROGRAM

E A A

Sec. 302. REGIONAL FISHERY MANAGEMENT
COUNCILS.

(a) Establishment.— (1) There shall be established, within 120 days after the date of the
enactment of this Act, eight Regional Fishery Management Councils, as follows:

(A) New england council.— The New England Fishery Management Council shall
consist of the States of Maine, New Hampshire, Massachusetts, Rhode Island, and Connecticut
and shall have authority over the fisheries in the Atlantic Ocean seaward of such States (except
as provided in paragraph (3)). The New England Council shall have 18 voting members,
including 12 appointed by the Secretary in accordance with subsection (b)(2) (at least one of
whom shall be appointed from each such State).

(B) Mid-atlantic council.— The Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council shall consist
of the States of New York, New Jersey, Delaware, Pennsylvania, Maryland, Virginia, and North
Carolina and shall have authority over the fisheries in the Atlantic Ocean seaward of such
States (except North Carolina, and as provided in paragraph (3)). The Mid-Atlantic Council
shall have 21 voting members, including 13 appointed by the Secretary in accordance with
subsection (b)(2) (at least one of whom shall be appointed from each such State).

(C) South atlantic council.— The South Atlantic Fishery Management Council shall
consist of the States of North Carolina, South Carolina, Georgia, and Florida and shall have
authority over the fisheries in the Atlantic Ocean seaward of such States (except as provided in
paragraph (3)). The South Atlantic Council shall have 13 voting members, including 8
appointed by the Secretary in accordance with subsection (b)(2) (at least one of whom shall be
appointed from each such State).

(D) Caribbean council.— The Caribbean Fishery Management Council shall consist of
the Virgin Islands and the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico and shall have authority over the
fisheries in the Caribbean Sea and Atlantic Ocean seaward of such States and of
commonwealths, territories, and possessions of the United States in the Caribbean Sea (except
as provided in paragraph (3)). The Caribbean Council shall have 7 voting members, including 4
appointed by the Secretary in accordance with subsection (b)(2) (at least one of whom shall be
appointed from each such State).

(E) Gulf council.— The Gulf of Mexico Fishery Management Council shall consist of the
States of Texas, Louisiana, Mississippi, Alabama, and Florida and shall have authority over the
fisheries in the Gulf of Mexico seaward of such States (except as provided in paragraph (3)).
The Gulf Council shall have 17 voting members, including 11 appointed by the Secretary in
accordance with subsection (b)(2) (at least one of whom shall be appointed from each such
State).

(P}26 Pacific council.— The Pacific Fishery Management Council shall consist of the
States of California, Oregon, Washington, and Idaho and shall have authority over the fisheries
in the Pacific Ocean seaward of such States. The Pacific Council shall have 14 voting members,
including 8 appointed by the Secretary in accordance with subsection (b)(2) (at least one of
whom shall be appointed from each such State), and including one appointed from an Indian
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tribe with Federally27 recognized fishing rights from California, Oregon, Washington, or Idaho

in accordance with subsection (b)(5).

26

Margin so in law.

27
So in original. The word “Federally” should be “federally”.

(G) North pacific council.— The North Pacific Fishery Management Council shall
consist of the States of Alaska, Washington, and Oregon and shall have authority over the
fisheries in the Arctic Ocean, Bering Sea, and Pacific Ocean seward of Alaska. The North
Pacific Council shall have 11 voting members, including 7 appointed by the Secretary in
accordance with subsection (b)(2) (5 of whom shall be appointed from the State of Alaska and
2 of whom shall be appointed from the State of Washington).

(H) Western pacific council.— The Western Pacific Fishery Management Council shall
consist of the States of Hawaii, American Samoa, Guam, and the Northern Mariana Islands and
shall have authority over the fisheries in the Pacific Ocean seaward of such States and of the
Commonwealths, territories, and possessions of the United States in the Pacific Ocean area.
The Western Pacific Council shall have 13 voting members, including 8 appointed by the
Secretary in accordance with subsection (b)(2) (at least one of whom shall be appointed from
each of the following States: Hawaii, American Samoa, Guam, and the Northern Mariana
Islands).

(2) Each Council shall reflect the expertise and interest of the several constituent States in the
ocean area over which such Council is granted authority.

(3)28 The Secretary shall have authority over any highly migratory species fishery that is
within the geographical area of authority of more than one of the following Councils: New
England Council, Mid-Atlantic Council, South Atlantic Council, Gulf Council, and Caribbean
Council.

28
Margin so in law.
(b) Voting Members.— (1) The voting members of each Council shall be:

(A) The principal State official with marine fishery management responsibility and
expertise in each constituent State, who is designated as such by the Governor of the State, so
long as the official continues to hold such position, or the designee of such official.

(B) The regional director of the National Marine Fisheries Service for the geographic area
concerned, or his designee, except that if two such directors are within such geographical area,
the Secretary shall designate which of such directors shall be the voting member.

(C) The members required to be appointed by the Secretary in accordance with paragraphs
(2) and (5).

(2) (A) The members of each Council required to be appointed by the Secretary must be
individuals who, by reason of their occupational or other experience, scientific expertise, or training,
are knowledgeable regarding the conservation and management, or the commercial or recreational
harvest, of the fishery resources of the geographical area concerned. Within nine months after the
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date of enactment of the Fishery Conservation Amendments of 1990, the Secretary shall, by
regulation, prescribe criteria for determining whether an individual satisfies the requirements of this
subparagraph.

(B) The Secretary, in making appointments under this section, shall, to the extent practicable,
ensure a fair and balanced apportionment, on a rotating or other basis, of the active participants (or
their representatives) in the commercial and recreational fisheries under the jurisdiction of the
Council. On January 31, 1991, and each year thereafter, the Secretary shall submit to the Committee
on Commerce, Science, and Transportation of the Senate and the Committee on Merchant Marine and

Fisheries of the House of Representatives29 a report on the actions taken by the Secretary to ensure
that such fair and balanced apportionment is achieved. The report shall—

29

The Committee on Merchant Marine and Fisheries of the House of
Representatives was abolished by House Resolution No. 6, One Hundred Fourth
Congress, Jan. 4, 1995. The former jurisdiction of such committee is divided
among the Committee on Resources, the Committee on Transportation and
Infrastructure, and the Committee on Armed Services of the House of
Representatives.

(i) list the fisheries under the jurisdiction of each Council, outlining for each fishery the
type and quantity of fish harvested, fishing and processing methods employed, the number of
participants, the duration and range of the fishery, and other distinguishing characteristics;

(ii) assess the membership of each Council in terms of the apportionment of the active
participants in each such fishery; and

(iii) state the Secretary's plans and schedule for actions to achieve a fair and balanced
apportionment on the Council for the active participants in any such fishery.

(C) The Secretary shall appoint the members of each Council from a list of individuals
submitted by the Governor of each applicable constituent State. A Governor may not submit the
names of individuals to the Secretary for appointment unless the Governor has determined that each
such individual is qualified under the requirements of subparagraph (A) and unless the Governor has,
to the extent practicable, first consulted with representatives of the commercial and recreational
fishing interests of the State regarding those individuals. Each such list shall include the names and
pertinent biographical data of not less than three individuals for each applicable vacancy and shall be
accompanied by a statement by the Governor explaining how each such individual meets the
requirements of subparagraph (A). The Secretary shall review each list submitted by a Governor to
ascertain if the individuals on the list are qualified for the vacancy on the basis of such requirements.
If the Secretary determines that any individual is not qualified, the Secretary shall notify the
appropriate Governor of that determination. The Governor shall then submit a revised list or resubmit
the original list with an additional explanation of the qualifications of the individual in question. An
individual is not eligible for appointment by the Secretary until that individual complies with the
applicable financial disclosure requirements under subsection (k).

(D) (i) The Governor of a State submitting a list of names of individuals for appointment by
the Secretary of Commerce to the Gulf of Mexico Fisheries Management Council under
subparagraph (C) shall include—

(I) at least 1 nominee each from the commercial, recreational, and charter fishing sectors;
and

Report Generated: 10/17/2025 (11:11 a.m. EDT) Page 11 of 25



12

COMPARATIVE PRINT

(IT) at least 1 other individual who is knowledgeable regarding the conservation and
management of fisheries resources in the jurisdiction of the Council.

(i1) Notwithstanding the requirements of subparagraph (C), if the Secretary determines that the
list of names submitted by the Governor does not meet the requirements of clause (i) the Secretary
shall—

(I) publish a notice in the Federal Register asking the residents of that State to submit the
names and pertinent biographical data of individuals who would meet the requirement not met
for appointment to the Council; and

(IT) add the name of any qualified individual submitted by the public who meets the unmet
requirement to the list of names submitted by the Governor.

(iii) For purposes of clause (i) an individual who owns or operates a fish farm outside of the
United States shall not be considered to be a representative of the commercial or recreational fishing
sector.

(iv) The requirements of this subparagraph shall expire at the end of fiscal year 2012.

(E) Whenever the Secretary makes an appointment to a Council, the Secretary shall make a
public announcement of such appointment not less than 45 days before the first day on which the
individual is to take office as a member of the Council.

(3) Each voting member appointed to a Council by the Secretary in accordance with paragraphs
(2) and (5) shall serve for a term of 3 years: except that the Secretary may designate a shorter term if
necessary to provide for balanced expiration to terms of office. No member appointed after January 1,
1986, may serve more than three consecutive terms. Any term in which an individual was appointed
to replace a member who left office during the term shall not be counted in determining the number
of consecutive terms served by that Council member.

(4) Successors to the voting members of any Council shall be appointed in the same manner as
the original voting members. Any individual appointed to fill a vacancy occurring prior to the
expiration of any term of office shall be appointed for the remainder of that term.

(3) (A)3 0 The Secretary shall appoint to the Pacific Council one representative of an
Indian tribe with Federally recognized fishing rights from California, Oregon, Washington, or
Idaho from a list of not less than 3 individuals submitted by the tribal governments. The
Secretary, in consultation with the Secretary of the Interior and tribal governments, shall
establish by regulation the procedure for submitting a list under this subparagraph.

30
Margin so in law.
(B) Representation shall be rotated among the tribes taking into consideration—

(i) the qualifications of the individuals on the list referred to in
subparagraph (A),

(ii) the various rights of the Indian tribes involved and judicial cases that
set forth how those rights are to be exercised, and

(iii) the geographic area in which the tribe of the representative is located.

(C) A vacancy occurring prior to the expiration of any term shall be filled in the same
manner as set out in subparagraphs (A) and (B), except that the Secretary may use the list
from which the vacating representative was chosen.

Report Generated: 10/17/2025 (11:11 a.m. EDT) Page 12 of 25



13

COMPARATIVE PRINT

(D) The tribal representative appointed under subparagraph (A) may designate as an
alternate, during the period of the representative's term, an individual knowledgeable concerning
tribal rights, tribal law, and the fishery resources of the geographical area concerned.

(6)30 The Secretary may remove for cause any member of a Council required to be

appointed by the Secretary in accordance with paragl"apl:ls3 1 (2) or (5) if—

31
So in original. The word “paragraphs” should be “paragraph”.

(A) the Council concerned first recommends removal by not less than two-thirds of the
members who are voting members and submits such removal recommendation to the
Secretary in writing together with a statement of the basis for the recommendation; or

(B) the member is found by the Secretary, after notice and an opportunity for a hearing
in accordance with section 554 of title 5, United States Code, to have committed an act
prohibited by section 307(1)(0).

(c) Nonvoting Members.— (1) The nonvoting members of each Council shall be:

(A) The regional or area director of the United States Fish and Wildlife Service for the
geographical area concerned, or his designee.

(B) The commander of the Coast Guard district for the geographical area concerned, or his
designee; except that, if two Coast Guard districts are within such geographical area, the
commander designated for such purpose by the commandant of the Coast Guard.

(C) The executive director of the Marine Fisheries Commission for the geographical area
concerned, if any, or his designee.

(D) One representative of the Department of State designated for such purpose by the
Secretary of State, or his designee.

(2) The Pacific Council shall have one additional nonvoting member who shall be appointed by,
and serve at the pleasure of, the Governor of Alaska.

(d) Compensation and Expenses.— The voting members of each Council who are required to
be appointed by the Secretary and who are not employed by the Federal Government or any State or
local government, shall receive compensation at the daily rate for GS—13, step 7 of the General
Schedule, when engaged in the actual performance of duties for such Council. The voting members
of each Council, any nonvoting member described in subsection (c)(1)(C), and the nonvoting member
appointed pursuant to subsection (c)(2) shall be reimbursed for actual expenses incurred in the
performance of such duties, and other nonvoting members and Council staff members may be
reimbursed for actual expenses.

(e) Transaction of Business.—

(1) A majority of the voting members of any Council shall constitute a quorum, but one or
more such members designated by the Council may hold hearings. All decisions of any Council
shall be by majority vote of the voting members present and voting.

(2) The voting members of each Council shall select a Chairman for such Council from
among the voting members.

(3) Each Council shall meet at appropriate times and places in any of the constituent States
of the Council at the call of the Chairman or upon the request of a majority of its voting
members.
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(4) If any voting member of a Council disagrees with respect to any matter which is
transmitted to the Secretary by such Council, such member may submit a statement to the
Secretary setting forth the reasons for such disagreement. The regional director of the National
Marine Fisheries Service serving on the Council, or the regional director's designee, shall submit
such a statement, which shall be made available to the public upon request, if the regional
director disagrees with any such matter.

(5) At the request of any voting member of a Council, the Council shall hold a roll call vote
on any matter before the Council. The official minutes and other appropriate records of any
Council meeting shall identify all roll call votes held, the name of each voting member present
during each roll call vote, and how each member voted on each roll call vote.

(f) Staff and Administration.—

(1) Each Council may appoint, and assign duties to, an executive director and such other
full- and part-time administrative employees as the Secretary determines are necessary to the
performance of its functions.

(2) Upon the request of any Council, and after consultation with the Secretary, the head of
any Federal agency is authorized to detail to such Council, on a reimbursable basis, any of the
personnel of such agency, to assist such Council in the performance of its functions under this
Act.

(3) The Secretary shall provide to each Council such administrative and technical support
services as are necessary for the effective functioning of such Council.

(4) The Administrator of General Services shall furnish each Council with such offices,
equipment, supplies, and services as he is authorized to furnish to any other agency or
instrumentality of the United States.

(5) The Secretary and the Secretary of State shall furnish each Council with relevant
information concerning foreign fishing and international fishery agreements.

(6) Each Council shall determine its organization, and prescribe its practices and
procedures for carrying out its functions under this Act, in accordance with such uniform
standards as are prescribed by the Secretary. The procedures of a Council, and of its scientific
and statistical committee and advisory panels established under subsection (g), must be
consistent with the procedural guidelines set forth in subsection (i)(2). Each Council shall
publish and make available to the public a statement of its organization, practices, and
procedures.

(7) The Secretary shall pay—
(A) the compensation and expenses provided for in subsection (d);
(B) appropriate compensation to employees appointed under paragraph (1);

(C) the amounts required for reimbursement of other Federal agencies under
paragraphs (2) and (4);

(D) the actual expenses of the members of the committees and panels established
under subsection (g); and

(E) such other costs as the Secretary determines are necessary to the performance of
the functions of the Councils.

(g) Committees and Advisory Panels.—

(1) (A) Each Council shall establish, maintain, and appoint the members of a scientific
and statistical committee to assist it in the development, collection, evaluation, and peer review
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of such statistical, biological, economic, social, and other scientific information as is relevant to
such Council's development and amendment of any fishery management plan.

(B) Each scientific and statistical committee shall provide its Council ongoing
scientific advice for fishery management decisions, including recommendations for
acceptable biological catch, preventing overfishing, maximum sustainable yield, and
achieving rebuilding targets, and reports on stock status and health, bycatch, habitat status,
social and economic impacts of management measures, and sustainability of fishing
practices.Each _scientific _and _statistical committee _shall develop such advice in_a
transparent manner and allow for public involvement in the process.

(C) Members appointed by the Councils to the scientific and statistical committees
shall be Federal employees, State employees, academicians, or independent experts and
shall have strong scientific or technical credentials and experience.

(D) Each member of a scientific and statistical committee shall be treated as an
affected individual for purposes of paragraphs (2). (3)(B). (4), and (5)(A) of subsection (j).
The Secretary shall keep disclosures made pursuant to this subparagraph on file.

(E) The Secretary and each Council may establish a peer review process for that
Council for scientific information used to advise the Council about the conservation and
management of the fishery. The review process, which may include existing committees or
panels, is deemed to satisfy the requirements of the guidelines issued pursuant to section
515 of the Treasury and General Government Appropriations Act for Fiscal year 2001
(Public Law 106—554—Appendix C; 114 Stat. 2763A—-153).

(F) In addition to the provisions of section 302(f)(7), the Secretary shall, subject to
the availability of appropriations, pay a stipend to members of the scientific and statistical
committees or advisory panels who are not employed by the Federal Government or a
State marine fisheries agency.

(G) A science and statistical committee shall hold its meetings in conjunction with
the meeting of the Council, to the extent practicable.

(2) Each Council shall establish such advisory panels as are necessary or appropriate to
assist it in carrying out its functions under this Act.

(3) (A) Each Council shall establish and maintain a fishing industry advisory
committee which shall provide information and recommendations on, and assist in the
development of, fishery management plans and amendments to such plans.

(B) Appointments to a committee established under subparagraph (A) shall be made
by each Council in such a manner as to provide fair representation to commercial fishing
interests in the geographical area of authority of the Council.

(4) The Secretary shall establish advisory panels to assist in the collection and evaluation of
information relevant to the development of any fishery management plan or plan amendment for
a fishery to which subsection (a)(3) applies. Each advisory panel shall participate in all aspects
of the development of the plan or amendment; be balanced in its representation of commercial,
recreational, and other interests; and consist of not less than 7 individuals who are
knowledgeable about the fishery for which the plan or amendment is developed, selected from
among—

(A) members of advisory committees and species working groups appointed under
Acts implementing relevant international fishery agreements pertaining to highly migratory
species; and

(B) other interested persons.
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(5) Decisions and recommendations made by committees and panels established under this
subsection shall be considered to be advisory in nature.

(h) Functions.— Each Council shall, in accordance with the provisions of this Act—

(1) for each fishery under its authority that requires conservation and management, prepare
and submit to the Secretary (A) a fishery management plan, and (B) amendments to each such
plan that are necessary from time to time (and promptly whenever changes in conservation and
management measures in another fishery substantially affect the fishery for which such plan was
developed);

(2) prepare comments on any application for foreign fishing transmitted to it under section
204(b)(4)(C) or section 204(d), and any fishery management plan or amendment transmitted to it
under section 304(c)(4);

(3) conduct public hearings, at appropriate times and in appropriate locations in the
geographical area concerned, so as to allow all interested persons an opportunity to be heard in
the development of fishery management plans and amendments to such plans, and with respect
to the administration and implementation of the provisions of this Act (and for purposes of this
paragraph, the term “geographical area concerned” may include an area under the authority of
another Council if the fish in the fishery concerned migrate into, or occur in, that area or if the
matters being heard affect fishermen of that area; but not unless such other Council is first
consulted regarding the conduct of such hearings within its area);

(4) submit to the Secretary such periodic reports as the Council deems appropriate, and any
other relevant report which may be requested by the Secretary;

(5) review on a continuing basis, and revise as appropriate, the assessments and
specifications made pursuant to section 303(a)(3) and (4) with respect to the optimum yield
from, the capacity and extent to which United States fish processors will process United States
harvested fish from, and the total allowable level of foreign fishing in, each fishery (except as

provided in subsection (a)(3)) within its geographical area of authority; ancl3 2

32

So in law. The word “and” at the end of paragraph (5) probably should not
appear. Section 103(c)(1) of Public Law 109-479 attempts to amend this
pagaraph by striking “authority, and” and inserting “authority;”. The
amendment could no be carried out because the comma in the matter
purported to be struck did not appear in law.

(6) develop annual catch limits for each of its managed fisheries that may not exceed the

fishing level recommendations of its scientific and statistical committee or the peer review
process established under subsection (g);

(7) develop, in conjunction with the scientific and statistical committee, multi-year research
priorities for fisheries, fisheries interactions, habitats, and other areas of research that are
necessary for management purposes, that shall—

(A) establish priorities for 5-year periods;
(B) be updated as necessary; and

(C) be submitted to the Secretary and the regional science centers of the National
Marine Fisheries Service for their consideration in developing research priorities and
budgets for the region of the Council;
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(8) in addition to complying with the standards and requirements under paragraph (6),
sections 301(a), 303(a)(15), and 304(e), and other applicable provisions of this Act, have the
authority to use fishery management measures in a recreational fishery (or the recreational
component of a mixed-use fishery) in developing a fishery management plan, plan amendment,
or proposed regulations, such as extraction rates, fishing mortality targets, harvest control rules,
or traditional or cultural practices of native communities in such fishery or fishery component;
and

(9) conduct any other activities which are required by, or provided for in, this Act or which
are necessary and appropriate to the foregoing functions.

(i) Procedural Matters.— (1) Chapter 10 of title 5, United States Code, shall not apply to
the Councils, the Council coordination committee established under subsection (1), or to the scientific
and statistical committees or other committees or advisory panels established under subsection (g).

(2) The following guidelines apply with respect to the conduct of business at meetings of a
Council, and of a Council, of the Council coordination committee established under subsection (1),
and of the scientific and statistical committees or other committees or advisory panels established
under subsection (g):

(A) Unless closed in accordance with paragraph (3), each regular meeting and each
emergency meeting shall be open to the public.

(B) Emergency meetings shall be held at the call of the chairman or equivalent presiding
officer.

(C) Timely public notice of each regular meeting and each emergency meeting, including
the time, place, and agenda of the meeting, shall be provided by any means that will result in
wide publicity in the major fishing ports of the region (and in other major fishing ports having a
direct interest in the affected fishery), except that e-mail notification and website postings alone
are not sufficient. Timely notice of each regular meeting shall also be published in the Federal
Register. The published agenda of the meeting may not be modified to include additional
matters for Council action without public notice or within 14 days prior to the meeting date,
unless such modification is to address an emergency action under section 305(c), in which case
public notice shall be given immediately.

(D) Interested persons shall be permitted to present oral or written statements regarding
the matters on the agenda at meetings. All written information submitted to a Council by an
interested person shall include a statement of the source and date of such information. Any oral
or written statement shall include a brief description of the background and interests of the
person in the subject of the oral or written statement.

(E)33 Detailed minutes of each meeting of the Council, except for any closed session, shall
be kept and shall contain a record of the persons present, a complete and accurate description of
matters discussed and conclusions reached. and copies of all statements filed. The Chairman
shall certify the accuracy of the minutes of each such meeting and submit a copy thereof to the
Secretary. The minutes shall be made available to any court of competent jurisdiction.

33
Margin so in law.

(F) Subject to the procedures established under paragraph (4), and the guidelines
prescribed by the Secretary under section 402(b), relating to confidentiality, the administrative
record, including minutes required under subparagraph (E), of each meeting, and records or
other documents which were made available to or prepared for or by the Council, committee, or
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panel incident to the meeting, shall be available for public inspection and copying at a single
location in the offices of the Council or the Secretary, as appropriate.

(G) Each Council shall make available on the internet website of the Council—

(i) with respect to each meeting of the Council and Council coordination committee
established under subsection (1) that is not closed in accordance with paragraph (3), to the
extent practicable, a Webcast, live audio recording, or live broadcast of each such meeting;
and

(ii) with respect to each meeting of the Council and of the scientific and statistical
committee established by the Council under subsection (g)(1)(A) that is not closed in
accordance with paragraph (3), bv not later than 30 days after the conclusion of each such
meeting, an_audio or video (if the meeting was _held in person or by video conference)
recording or a searchable audio or written transcript of each such meeting.

(H) The Secretary shall maintain and make available to the public an archive of each
recording and transcript made available under subparagraph (G).

(3) (A) Each Council, the Council Coordination Committee established under subsection
(1), scientific and statistical committee, other committees, and advisory panel—

(i) shall close any meeting, or portion thereof, that concerns matters or information that
bears a national security classification; and

(i) may close any meeting, or portion thereof, that concerns matters or information that
pertains to national security, employment matters, or briefings on litigation in which the
Council is interested.

Subparagraphs (D) and (F) of paragraph (2) shall not apply to any meeting or portion thereof that is
so closed.

(B) If any meeting or portion is closed, the Council concerned shall notify local newspapers in

the major fishing ports within its region (and in other major, affected fishing ports),34 including in
that notification the time and place of the meeting. This subparagraph does not require notification
regarding any brief closure of a portion of a meeting in order to discuss employment or other internal
administrative matters.

34

Section 103(f) of Public Law 109-479 provides as follows:

(f) Closed Meetings.—Section 302(1)(3)(B) (16 U.S.C. 1852(1)(3)(B)) 1s
amended by striking “notify local newspapers in the major fishing ports within its
region (and in other major, affected fishing ports,” and inserting “provide notice
by any means that will result in wide publicity in the major fishing ports of the
region (and in other major fishing ports having a direct interest in the affected
fishery), except that e-mail notification and website postings alone are not
sufficient,”.

The amendment could not be executed because a close parenthesis appears in

the law following the word “ports” and the comma in the matter purported to be
struck.
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(4) Each Council shall establish appropriate procedures applicable to it and to its committee and
advisory panels for ensuring the confidentiality of the statistics that may be submitted to it by Federal
or State authorities, and may be voluntarily submitted to it by private persons; including, but not
limited to, procedures for the restriction of Council employee access and the prevention of conflicts
of interest; except that such procedures, in the case of statistics submitted to the Council by a State or
by the Secretary under section 402(b), must be consistent with the laws and regulations of that State,
or with the procedures of the Secretary, as the case may be, concerning the confidentiality of the
statistics.

(5) Each Council shall specify those procedures that are necessary or appropriate to ensure that
the committees and advisory panels established under subsection (g) are involved, on a continuing
basis, in the development and amendment of fishery management plans.

(6) At any time when a Council determines it appropriate to consider new information from a
State or Federal agency or from a Council advisory body, the Council shall give comparable
consideration to new information offered at that time by interested members of the public. Interested
parties shall have a reasonable opportunity to respond to new data or information before the Council
takes final action on conservation and management measures.

(j) Disclosure of Financial Illtel'est3 5 —

(1) For the purposes of this subsection—

35

Section 107(1)(1) of P.L. 104-297 sought to amend the heading for subsection
(J) by inserting “and Recusal” after “Interest”. Because of the use of incorrect
typeface, the amendment cannot be executed.

(A) the term “affected individual” means an individual who—

(i) is nominated by the Governor of a State for appointment as a voting member
of a Council in accordance with subsection (b)(2); or

(ii) is a voting member of a Council appointed—
(I) under subsection (b)(2): or

(IT) under subsection (b)(5) who is not subject to disclosure and recusal
requirements under the laws of an Indian tribal government; and

(B) the term “designated official” means a person with expertise in Federal conflict-of-
interest requirements who is designated by the Secretary, in consultation with the Council,
to attend Council meetings and make determinations under paragraph (7)(B).

(2) Each affected individual must disclose any financial interest held by—
(A) that individual;
(B) the spouse, minor child, or partner of that individual; and

(C) any organization (other than the Council) in which that individual is serving as an
officer, director, trustee, partner, or employee;

in any harvesting, processing, lobbying, advocacy, or marketing activity that is being, or will be,
undertaken within any fishery over which the Council concerned has jurisdiction, or with respect to
an individual or organization with a financial interest in such activity.

(3) The disclosure required under paragraph (2) shall be made—
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(A) in the case of an affected individual referred to in paragraph (1)(A)(i). before
appointment by the Secretary; and

(B) in the case of an affected individual referred to in paragraph (1)(A)(ii), within 45 days
of taking office.

(4) An affected individual referred to in paragraph (1)(A)(ii) must update his or her disclosure
form at any time any such financial interest is acquired, or substantially changed, by any person
referred to in paragraph (2)(A), (B), or (C).

(5) The financial interest disclosures required by this subsection shall—

(A) be made on such forms, in accordance with such procedures, and at such times, as the
Secretary shall by regulation prescribe;

(B) be kept on file by the Council and made available on the Internet and for public
inspection at the Council offices during reasonable hours; and

(C)36 be kept on file by the Secretary for use in reviewing determinations under paragraph
(7)(B) and made available for public inspection at reasonable hours.

36
Margin so in law.

(6) The participation by an affected individual referred to in paragraph (1)(A)(ii) in an action by
a Council during any time in which that individual is not in compliance with the regulations
prescribed under paragraph (5) may not be treated as cause for the invalidation of that action.

(7) (A)36 After the effective date of regulations promulgated under subparagraph (F)
of this paragraph, an affected individual required to disclose a financial interest under paragraph
(2) shall not vote on a Council decision which would have a significant and predictable effect on
such financial interest. A Council decision shall be considered to have a significant and
predictable effect on a financial interest if there is a close causal link between the Council
decision and an expected and substantially disproportionate benefit to the financial interest of the
affected individual relative to the financial interests of other participants in the same gear type or
sector of the fishery. An affected individual who may not vote may participate in Council
deliberations relating to the decision after notifying the Council of the voting recusal and
identifying the financial interest that would be affected.

(B) At the request of an affected individual, or upon the initiative of the appropriate
designated official, the designated official shall make a determination for the record
whether a Council decision would have a significant and predictable effect on a financial
interest.

(C) Any Council member may submit a written request to the Secretary to review any
determination by the designated official under subparagraph (B) within 10 days of such
determination. Such review shall be completed within 30 days of receipt of the request.

(D) Any affected individual who does not vote in a Council decision in accordance
with this subsection may state for the record how he or she would have voted on such
decision if he or she had voted.

(E) If the Council makes a decision before the Secretary has reviewed a
determination under subparagraph (C), the eventual ruling may not be treated as cause for
the invalidation or reconsideration by the Secretary of such decision.
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(F) The Secretary, in consultation with the Councils and by not later than one year
from the date of enactment of the Sustainable Fisheries Act, shall promulgate regulations
which prohibit an affected individual from voting in accordance with subparagraph (A),
and which allow for the making of determinations under subparagraphs (B) and (C).

(8) Section 208 of title 18, United States Code, does not apply to an affected individual referred
to in paragraph (1)(A)(ii) during any time in which that individual is in compliance with the
regulations prescribed under paragraph (5).

(9) On January 1, 2008, and annually thereafter, the Secretary shall submit a report to the Senate
Committee on Commerce, Science, and Transportation and the House of Representatives Committee
on Resources on action taken by the Secretary and the Councils to implement the disclosure of
financial interest and recusal requirements of this subsection, including identification of any conflict
of interest problems with respect to the Councils and scientific and statistical committees and
recommendations for addressing any such problems.

(k) Council Training Program.—

(1) Training course.— Within 6 months after the date of enactment of the Magnuson-
Stevens Fishery Conservation and Management Reauthorization Act of 2006, the Secretary, in
consultation with the Councils and the National Sea Grant College Program, shall develop a
training course for newly appointed Council members. The course may cover a variety of topics
relevant to matters before the Councils, including—

(A) fishery science and basic stock assessment methods;
(B) fishery management techniques, data needs, and Council procedures;
(C) social science and fishery economics;

(D) tribal treaty rights and native customs, access, and other rights related to Western
Pacific indigenous communities;

(E) legal requirements of this Act, including conflict of interest and disclosure
provisions of this section and related policies;

(F) other relevant legal and regulatory requirements, including the National
Environmental Policy Act (42 U.S.C. 4321 et seq.);

(G) public process for development of fishery management plans;
(H) other topics suggested by the Council; and

(I) recreational and commercial fishing information, including fish harvesting
techniques, gear types, fishing vessel types, and economics for the fisheries within each
Council's jurisdiction.

(2) Member training.— The training course shall be available to both new and existing
Council members, staff from the regional offices and regional science centers of the National
Marine Fisheries Service, and may be made available to committee or advisory panel members
as resources allow.

(3) Required training.— Council members appointed after the date of enactment of the
Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Conservation and Management Reauthorization Act of 2006 shall
complete a training course that meets the requirements of this section not later than 1 year after
the date on which they were appointed. Any Council member who has completed a training
course within 24 months before the date of enactment of the Magnuson-Stevens Fishery
Conservation and Management Reauthorization Act of 2006 shall be considered to have met the
training requirement of this paragraph.
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(1) Council Coordination Committee.— The Councils may establish a Council coordination
committee consisting of the chairs, vice chairs, and executive directors of each of the 8 Councils
described in subsection (a)(1), or other Council members or staff, in order to discuss issues of
relevance to all Councils, including issues related to the implementation of this Act.

[Section 203(a) of division S of Public Law 117-328.]

TITLE IV—FISHERY
MONITORING AND RESEARCH

E A A

Sec. 404. FISHERIES RESEARCH.

(a) In General.— The Secretary shall initiate and maintain, in cooperation with the Councils, a
comprehensive program of fishery research to carry out and further the purposes, policy, and
provisions of this Act. Such program shall be designed to acquire knowledge and information,
including statistics, on fishery conservation and management and on the economics and social
characteristics of the fisheries.

(b) Strategic Plan.— Within one year after the date of enactment of the Sustainable Fisheries
Act, and at least every 3 years thereafter, the Secretary shall develop and publish in the Federal
Register a strategic plan for fisheries research for the 5 years immediately following such publication.
The plan shall—

(1) identify and describe a comprehensive program with a limited number of priority
objectives for research in each of the areas specified in subsection (c);

(2) indicate goals and timetables for the program described in paragraph (1);

(3) provide a role for commercial fishermen in such research, including involvement in
field testing;

(4) provide for collection and dissemination, in a timely manner, of complete and accurate
information concerning fishing activities, catch, effort, stock assessments, and other research
conducted under this section; and

(5) be developed in cooperation with the Councils and affected States, and provide for
coordination with the Councils, affected States, and other research entities.

(c) Areas of Research.— Areas of research are as follows:

(1) Research to support fishery conservation and management, including but not limited to,
biological research concerning the abundance and life history parameters of stocks of fish, the
interdependence of fisheries or stocks of fish, the identification of essential fish habitat, the
impact of pollution on fish populations, the impact of wetland and estuarine degradation, and
other factors affecting the abundance and availability of fish.

(2) Conservation engineering research, including the study of fish behavior and the
development and testing of new gear technology and fishing techniques to minimize bycatch and
any adverse effects on essential fish habitat and promote efficient harvest of target species.

(3) Research on the fisheries, including the social, cultural, and economic relationships
among fishing vessel owners, crew, United States fish processors, associated shoreside labor,
seafood markets and fishing communities.
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(4) Information management research, including the development of a fishery information
base and an information management system that will permit the full use of information in the
support of effective fishery conservation and management.

(d) Public Notice.— In developing the plan required under subsection (a), the Secretary shall
consult with relevant Federal, State, and international agencies, scientific and technical experts, and
other interested persons, public and private, and shall publish a proposed plan in the Federal Register
for the purpose of receiving public comment on the plan. The Secretary shall ensure that affected
commercial fishermen are actively involved in the development of the portion of the plan pertaining
to conservation engineering research. Upon final publication in the Federal Register, the plan shall be
submitted by the Secretary to the Committee on Commerce, Science, and Transportation of the
Senate and the Committee on Resources of the House of Representatives.

(e) Improving Data Collection and Analysis.—

(1) In general.— Not later than 1 year after the date of enactment of the Modernizing
Recreational Fisheries Management Act of 2017, the Secretary shall develop, in consultation
with the science and statistical committees of the Councils established under section 302(g) and
the Marine Fisheries Commissions, and submit to the Committee on Commerce, Science, and
Transportation of the Senate and the Committee on Natural Resources of the House of
Representatives a report on facilitating greater incorporation of data, analysis, stock assessments,
and surveys from State agencies and nongovernmental sources described in paragraph (2), to the
extent such information is consistent with section 301(a)(2), into fisheries management
decisions.

(2) Content.— In developing the report under paragraph (1), the Secretary shall—

(A) identify types of data and analysis, especially concerning recreational fishing, that
can be used for purposes of this Act as the basis for establishing conservation and
management measures as required by section 303(a)(1), including setting standards for the
collection and use of that data and analysis in stock assessments and surveys and for other
purposes;

(B) provide specific recommendations for collecting data and performing analyses
identified as necessary to reduce uncertainty in and improve the accuracy of future stock
assessments, including whether such data and analysis could be provided by
nongovernmental sources; and

(C) consider the extent to which the acceptance and use of data and analyses identified
in the report in fishery management decisions is practicable and compatible with the
requirements of section 301(a)(2).

(f) Stock ASSESSMENT PL4N.—

(1) In generar.— The Secretary shall develop and publish in the Federal Register, on the
same_schedule as required for each strategic plan required under subsection (b), a plan to
condiict stock assessments for priority stocks of fish for which a fishery management plan is in
effect under this Act.

(2) Contents.— Each plan described in paragraph (1) shall—

(4) for each priority stock of fish for which a stock assessment has previously been
conducted—

(i) establish a schedule for updating the stock assessment that is reasonable given
the biologyv and characteristics of the stock of fish; and

(ii) subject to the availability of appropriations, require completion of a new
stock assessment, or an update of the most recent stock assessment—
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(1) every 5 vears, or

(II) within such other time period specified and justified by the Secretary in
the plan;

(B) for each priority stock of fish for which a stock assessment has not previously been
conducted—

(i) establish a schedule for conducting an initial stock assessment that is
reasonable given the biology and characteristics of the stock; and

(ii) subject to the availability of appropriations, require completion of the initial
stock assessment not later than 3 vears after the date on which the plan is published in
the Federal Register unless another time period is _specified and justified by the
Secretary in the plan; and

(C) (i) identifv data and analvsis, including both data and analvsis that is and is not
available at the time the plan is prepared, that would reduce the uncertainty, improve the
accuracy, and increase the efficiency of future stock assessments; and

(ii) with respect to data and analvsis identified under clause (i), determine
whether such data and analvsis could be provided by fishermen, fishing communities,
universities, and research institutions, to the extent that the use of such data would be
consistent with the requirements in section 301(a)(2).

(3) WAIVER OF STOCK ASSESSMENT REQUIREMENT.— Notwithstanding subparagraphs (A)(ii) and
(B)(ii) of paragraph (2), a stock assessment is not required for a stock of fish in the plan
described in paragraph (1) if the Secretary determines that such stock assessment is not
necessary_and _justifies such determination_in_the Federal Register notice required by this
subsection.

Summary
(1) 6 amendments.
(2) 0 automated notifications.
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