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My name is Rodney Mims Cook Jr. and I am President of the National Monuments Foundation. I 
appreciate the honor of being invited here to share with you my opinions based on thirty years of 
experience within the traditional architectural world. The National Monuments Foundation's 
purpose is to build monuments, museums, parks and civic spaces for the ages which will uplift 
the communities in which they are built, through a classical approach. The foundation creates 
self-sustaining destination landmarks of national, historical and aesthetic relevance with a strong 
focus on interactive technology. We make history cool.  
 

                          
 
We are among the few organizations that design, build, own, operate and maintain civic assets. I 
have read that Mr. Gehry thinks there are no great sculptors left in the world. I disagree and a 
number of great works from various global sculptors are identified in some of our images. We 
are headquartered in the Millennium Gate Georgia History Museum, a 100-foot tall triumphal 
arch based on the Arch of Titus in the Roman Forum. This 21 million dollar ensemble is set in a 
four acre park on a lake in Midtown Atlanta, surrounded by allegorical sculpture.  
 

   
 



I was asked by the National Civic Art Society to judge the alternative competition for the Dwight 
D. Eisenhower Memorial. Having studied Mr. Gehry’s design for some time, it was my 
conclusion that, though Mr. Gehry was a gifted architect, I believed that his style was ill-suited 
to achieve the monument required to honor as revered and accomplished a person as General 
Eisenhower. I declined their invitation, indicating that I thought it my patriotic duty to enter the 
competition instead and to encourage my friends to enter as well. I did so with a years-long 
colleague of mine, Michael Franck.  
 

    
 
I would like to disclose that my technology companies, Vizerra USA and VIMtrek, through our 
partner SmartBIM, work in a strategic alliance with Gehry Technology on the use of Building 
Information Modeling to allow buildings and monuments to be designed, built and maintained in 
a high standard of energy efficiency. I have enjoyed a friendship with a number of members of 
the Eisenhower family for years. I am an emeritus board member of the Institute of Classical 
Architecture and Art, which was a co-sponsor of the alternative competition. Michael Franck and 
I were among the winners of that competition. As a result of all of these issues, should there be 
another competition, I will not enter it.  
 

   
 
The rules of classicism are hierarchical. Precedent matters and our research of General 
Eisenhower called for a marshal design. We studied some of the greatest military leaders in 
history and tradition for the greatest of them was a triumphal column. The tallest ever supports 
Lord Nelson, in central London, which is 170 feet. Nelson saved England. Eisenhower saved 
England and Europe and hierarchy calls for a taller column for the General. At 178 feet, it would 
have been the tallest commemorative column on Earth. Our design placed him in his preferred 
simple soldier’s D-Day uniform. The column is surrounded by 8 bands representing his years in 
the presidency. The plaza surrounding the column base is circular and contains 34 stars 



corresponding to his being the 34th president. There are five allegorical statues atop the 
fountains surrounding this circular plaza representing Family, Education, Progress, War and 
Peace. The cost is 51 million dollars. 
 

         
   
Cities are very fragile. The Eisenhower Memorial design could successfully achieve a 
renaissance in this precinct of Washington that was marred by Brutalist style urban renewal in 
the mid to late 20th century.  In a city that is overflowing with green-scapes and parks, this site 
provides one of the most important urban circumstances to provide Washington her principle 
successful civic square, as called for by the McMillan Plan. A “theater for the automobile”, 
which is how Mr. Gehry describes his design, will continue the exodus of inhabitants as soon as 
they are allowed to leave their Brutalist office workplaces. A design must conform with the 1791 
L‘Enfant Plan, which was enacted by President Washington, directed by Jefferson, and came to 
fruition in the 1901-2 Senate Park Improvement Plan (commonly known as the McMillan Plan).  
 

   
 
The L‘Enfant and McMillan plans are the fundamental zoning codes for the city and 
Monumental Core. No subsequent zoning plan put forth by NPS, NCPC, or any other agency has 
ever replaced them. The Gehry plan, having gone through the GSA Design Excellence Program, 
has attempted to compromise this rule. The memorial commission and Gehry intend to redefine 
what it means to build a memorial, far exceeding the congressional mandate to build a memorial 
to honor Eisenhower’s accomplishments. 
 



 
 
 

      
 
 
The National Monuments Foundation builds monuments from materials that last for centuries. 
Mr. Gehry does not typically spec this type of material. It is my understanding that the gigantic 
fence that is described as a tapestry is promoted by the Gehry team as larger than the Hollywood 
sign. In urban environments, acid rain, bird droppings and air quality will seriously disintegrate 
this feature and most likely cause security issues for pedestrians below. The only positive thing I 
can say about this is that most likely very few people would ever go there and so there is less 
chance that a large piece of junk would fall on someone’s head. Trash collection in public spaces 
just happens. The wind blows, visitors are careless and here, this is particularly a problem. Gusts 
will blow standard city trash all over the 600-foot long fence. We have to clean our Millennium 
Gate park every day and the cost to clean Gehry’s enormous structure, every day, will be 
expensive. This will be a giant trash filter for an entire area. Have you ever forgotten to change 
your air-conditioning filters for a few months?  Mr. Gehry said that the pylons were inspired by 
Eisenhower Interstate Bridge supports. The pylons will need titanic footings to carry this weight, 
so a great deal of the cost is underground. I have heard that the pylons are to be concrete, stone 
and/or metal depending on who you spoke to last. Each has maintenance problems, but due to 
continual design changes, I am unable to help you at the present time with pylon issues.  
 



   
 
 
Fine Arts Commissioner McKinnell said “[I]f I can be facetious, the tapestry, when you and I are 
long gone, will disintegrate and the columns will be left and it will be like [the Roman ruins of] 
Paestum and it will be marvelous. So I think that is wonderful. I seriously think that is 
wonderful.” I have been to Paestum and have studied it thoroughly. This will not look like 
Paestum. This will look like the pylon ruins of the Embarcadero highway after the San Francisco 
earthquake. 
 
The Gehry memorial is currently described as a 120 million dollar gesture, though it changes 
every time I speak to someone new. Tens of millions have been spent to date on a model that is 
still changing and that very few Americans like. Though Eisenhower belongs to all of us, he truly 
belongs to the Eisenhower family and their opposition must be honored. Successive generations 
of this family have continued to serve our country and we owe them respect as much for that 
service as we do for their heritage. The Millennium Gate cost 21 million dollars and has 
beautiful interiors, world-class allegorical bronze sculpture and an extraordinary high-tech 
interactive theater within a four acre park. If you compare the two monuments, the annual 
maintenance cost of the Millennium Gate is $312,000. I can only guess, since the plan is always 
changing, that it would be in the millions, per year, for the Gehry memorial. 120 million dollars 
just to begin this is a giant financial boondoggle. You may have six Millennium Gates for the 
cost of one Gehry memorial, on similar sized sites. Regarding Mr. Gehry’s fee, I attach the most 
recently published Atlanta Gross Architectural Revenue list. Perkins and Will tops the list at 53 
million dollars, second is TVS at 31 million and they go down from there. These are the annual 
fees of extremely large firms for an entire year. If they got a Gehry-type commission, they would 
only have to design one project a year!  
 
Gehry, though talented in his style, does not have the inclination to do the job the Eisenhower 
family and the American people need. Our generation will be judged in centuries to come by this 
work, so close to the greatest symbol of democratic government ever built. Do you want to be 
judged by this? Please call for a new and open competition.  
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