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Thank you, Mr. Chainnan and Madam Chair for holding this important hearing today on the
 
importance of finding solutions to our Western energy needs. I appreciate the opportunity to address
 
an issue that is so important to the development of renewable energy projects in the West.
 

It was just over a year and a half ago that we were all in the hearing room down the hall considering an 
almost identical issue. At that time, we examined Sec 368 the West-wide Energy Corridor provision of 
the Energy Policy Act of2005. The first witness on our second panel said, "The smartest power line is 
the one we do not need to build." Well since that time we have done plenty of not building power lines 
in the West. 

Today, we are focusing on how to get past "gridlock". Which ifit wasn't so sad, would almost be 
funny. The "gridlock" we have to overcome is the opposition from extreme environmentalists who are 
opposed to all energy development. 

Just like the witness from last year so eloquently expressed, "the smartest power line is the one we do 
not need to build." 

For all the talk from the Department of the Interior on the rich future of wind and solar projects on
 
federalland~ the reality is far different..
 

Earlier this year the Secretary ofInterior set aside all but 2% of the Department's estimated solar 
resources for study. Locking up 98% of our solar resources is even worse than locking up 96% of our 
oil and gas onshore and offshore resources and that's saying something. What creates more gridlock 
than locking up lands with domestic energy resources preventing development? 
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Is there anything hindering solar development in California more than the threat of investing millions 
in researching and designing a project only to have the lands you studied declared a national 
monument? 

Could anything cripple wind energy development more than the investment of millions of dollars only 
to be derailed by lawsuits at the last minute? 

These aren't simply rhetorical questions, but real challenges that we face today in developing our 
resources. We are here saying "we can build it, but we need just the right plan." Plans don't issue 
permits to build windmills, plans don't stop lawsuits from halting energy, and plans don't stop 
legislation from closing the richest resources from development. Plans don't create jobs build 
infrastructure or energy. 

It's deeds and actions which generate energy, create jobs, and keep America moving and it is the 
reason we need an All-of-the-Above energy act to see that energy generated, the jobs created, and 
America back on firm economic footing. 

Today we will hear about the progress that has been made in planning, zoning and preparing. We will 
hear little about actual new megawatts on the wires, jobs on the ground or lower energy prices for the 
American people. 
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