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COMMITTEE ON NATURAL RESOURCES 

Disclosure Form  

As required by and provided for in House Rule XI, clause 2(g) and  

the Rules of the Committee on Natural Resources 

 

[Insert title and date of hearing] 

 
 

 
For Individuals: 
 
1.  Name: Peter Van Tuyn 
 
2.  Address: Bessenyey & Van Tuyn, L.L.C. 
  310 K St. #200 
  Anchorage, AK  99501 
 
3.  Email Address: [Information redacted for privacy] 
 
4.  Phone Number: [Information redacted for privacy] 
 

* * * * * 
 
For Witnesses Representing Organizations: 
 

1. Name: Peter Van Tuyn 
 

2.  Name of Organization(s) You are Representing at the Hearing: 
 
Alaska Wilderness League 
 

3. Business Address: 
 
122 C St NW #200 
Washington D.C. 20001 
 

4. Business Email Address: [Information redacted for privacy] 
 

5.  Business Phone Number: [Information redacted for privacy] 



 
Name/Organization  Alaska Wilderness League 
Title/Date of Hearing  HR 3407, November 18, 2011 
 
 
a. Any training or educational certificates, diplomas or degrees or other educational experiences that are 
relevant to your qualifications to testify on or knowledge of the subject matter of the hearing. 
 
 Vermont Law School, J.D. and Masters in Environmental Law, both magna cum laude. 
 
b. Any professional licenses, certifications, or affiliations held that are relevant to your qualifications to testify 
on or knowledge of the subject matter of the hearing. 
 

I am a member in good standing of the Alaska State Bar, United States District Court for the District 
of Alaska Bar, the Bars of the United States Courts of Appeals for the Fifth and Ninth Circuits and the Bar of 
the United States Supreme Court.   

 
My professional successes and accomplishments have prompted multiple organizations to feature my 

work in articles and honor me work with awards. See e.g., The Wilderness Soc’y, 2006 Honoree, Arctic Nat’l 
Wildlife Refuge Prot. Efforts; The Alaska Conservation Found., 2003 Olaus Murie Award for Outstanding 
Prof’l Contributions; The N. Alaska Envt’l Cent., 2002 Conservationist of the Year, Mark McCrackin, 
Leviathan, LOQUITUR: ALUMNI MAGAZINE FOR VT. LAW SCHOOL at 9, Fall 2010. 

 
c. Any employment, occupation, ownership in a firm or business, or work-related experiences that relate to 
your qualifications to testify on or knowledge of the subject matter of the hearing. 
 

I have extensive experience litigating terrestrial and marine conservation issues in courts, including 
public lands and oil and gas issues.  Recently, I was lead counsel in a successful challenge to the 2007-2012 
OCS Oil and Gas Leasing Program.  NVPH v. Interior, Case No. 07-1344 (D.C. Cir. 2009).  I have also 
practiced in the United States Supreme Court, filing a brief of amicus curiae in United States v. Alaska, 521 
U.S. 1, 117 S. Ct. 1888 (1997).  The case concerned the title of land along Alaska’s Arctic Coast, and the 
majority opinion largely adopted the position advanced in this brief of amicus curiae, including arguments 
that were not raised by parties to the case.  My litigation experience in the areas of administrative law, marine 
environment, and specifically arctic oil and gas is expansive. See e.g., Trustees for Alaska v. State, Dept. of 
Natural Res., 851 P.2d 1340 (Alaska 1993) (successful challenge to Beaufort Sea offshore oil and gas 
leasing); Trustees for Alaska v. State, Dept. of Natural Res., 865 P.2d 745 (Alaska 1993) (same); Ninilchik 
Traditional Council v. Noah, 928 P.2d 1206 (Alaska 1996) (successful challenge to Cook Inlet Alaska 
offshore oil and gas leasing); Greenpeace v. Nat'l Marine Fisheries Serv., 55 F. Supp. 2d 1248 (W.D. Wash. 
1999), 80 F. Supp. 2d 1137 (W.D. Wash. 2000), 198 F.R.D. 540 (W.D. Wash. 2000), 106 F. Supp. 2d 1066 
(W.D. Wash. 2000) (successful multi-phase litigation concerning the environmental impact of the Bering Sea, 
Aleutian Islands, and Gulf of Alaska groundfish fisheries, including the impact of these fisheries on the 
endangered Steller sea lion population); Am. Oceans Campaign v. Daley, 183 F. Supp. 2d 1 (D.D.C. 2000) 
(successful lawsuit concerning identification and protection of essential fish habitat (EFH) in Marine waters).  
 

For the past ten years, I have been an adjunct professor at Vermont Law School, home to the nation’s 
top environmental law program.  As a professor, I develop and teach courses related to marine conservation 
and the management of human uses of the marine environment, including oil and gas development, marine 
fisheries, shipping, tourism. 
 

I regularly publish articles on a wide spectrum of administrative and environmental law issues. See 
e.g.,  Van Tuyn & Everett The Endangered Species Act and Federal Programmatic Land and Resource 
Management; Consultation Fact or Fiction,13 Pub. Land L. Rev. 99 (1992); Miller, Gamache, Van Tuyn, 
Preventing Toxics in Alaska: Organizing for Environmentally Healthy Communities, Greenpeace Press (April 
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1997); Van Tuyn, Who Do You Think You Are! Tales From the Trenches of The Environmental Standing 
Battle, 30 Envtl. L. 41 (Winter 2000); Smith, Anderson, Kendall-Miller, Van Tuyn, Alaska National Interest 
Lands Conservation Act; Citizens’ Guide, The Wilderness Society (July 2001); Van Tuyn, Courage Without 
Conviction: Cause for Chaos in U.S. Marine Fisheries Management, 28 Vt. L. Rev. 663 (2004). 

 
I am frequently asked to share testimony before congressional committees. See e.g., Oversight 

Hearing on Steller Sea Lions, Hearing Before the Subcomm. on Fisheries Conservation, Wildlife, and Oceans 
of the H. Comm. on Res., 106th Cong. (May 20, 1999); Oil and Gas Drilling on the Arctic Coastal Plain: 
Hearing Before the H. Comm. on Res., 108th Cong., (Mar. 12, 2003); Alaska and Lands Bills, Hearing Before 
the Subcomm. On Public Lands and Forests of the S. Comm. on Energy and Nat. Res., 108th Cong. (Aug. 6, 
2003); Impact of the British Petroleum Pipeline Failure in the Prudhoe Bay Oil Field on U.S. Supplies, 
Hearing Before the S. Comm. on Energy and Nat. Res. 109th Cong. (Sept. 12, 2006).  

 
I am often frequently asked to share my expertise at institutions of higher education, and at 

conferences, and workshops.  E.g., Presenter at the Am. Law Inst. Am. Bar Assoc., Conf. on Fed. Lands and 
Nat. Res. Law, The Future of Our Soc’y: Econ., Energy, and the Global Mkt. (Sept. 19, 2003); Debate 
Participant at the Nat’l. Assoc. for Legal Prof’l Educ. Conf., Airing the Three Sides of ANWR (Oct. 17, 
2003); Presenter at Vt. Law School, Symposium, Changing Tides in Ocean Mgmt.: Wild Fish, Wild Oceans: 
Why Now is a Great Time to Speak Up for Our Oceans (Jan. 30, 2004); Lecturer at Stanford Univ., The Fate 
of the Arctic Nat’l Wildlife Refuge (April 13, 2004); Panel Facilitator at Univ. of Cal., Santa Cruz, U.S. 
Energy Policy Update (April 12, 2004); Speaker at the Univ. of Alaska Anchorage, Alaska Native 
Perspectives on W. Sci. and Envtl., Strategies for Addressing Alaska’s Envtl. Challenges (Aug. 18, 2005); 
Lecturer at Dartmouth Univ., Inst. for Lifelong Educ., The Fate of the Arctic Nat’l Wildlife Refuge (July 18, 
2006); Lecturer at Vt. Law School, Hot Topic Lecture Series, A Snowball in Hell or How the Arctic was Won 
(July 20, 2006), and The Proposed Pebble Mine (July 19, 2011).    
 
d. Any federal grants or contracts (including subgrants or subcontracts) from the Department of the Interior  
(and /or other agencies invited) that you have received in the current year and previous four years, including 
the source and the amount of each grant or contract. 
 

n/a 
 
e. A list of all lawsuits or petitions filed by you against the federal government in the current year and the 
previous four years, giving the name of the lawsuit or petition, the subject matter of the lawsuit or petition, 
and the federal statutes under which the lawsuits or petitions were filed. 
 

Native Village of Point Hope, Alaska Wilderness League, Pacific Environment v. Interior, Case No. 
07-1344 D.C. Circuit Court of Appeals.  Successful challenge to 2007-2012 OCS Oil and Gas Leasing 
Program.  Lawsuit brought pursuant to Outer Continental Shelf Lands Act and raising claims under OCSLA 
and NEPA. 
 
f. Any other information you wish to convey that might aid the Members of the Committee to better 
understand the context of your testimony. 
 
 I have traveled throughout America’s Arctic and the Arctic Refuge on numerous occasions, including 
with my wife and two daughters. 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
Name/Organization________________________________________________________________________ 
Title/Date of Hearing_______________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
In addition, for witnesses representing organizations: 
 
 
g. Any offices, elected positions, or representational capacity held in the organization(s) on whose behalf you 
are testifying. 
 
 I am counsel to the Alaska Wilderness League 
 
h. Any federal grants or contracts (including subgrants or subcontracts) from the Department of the Interior 
(and /or other agencies invited)  that were received in the current year and previous four years by the 
organization(s) you represent at this hearing, including the source and amount of each grant or contract for 
each of the organization(s). 
 
 n/a 
 
i. A list of all lawsuits or petitions filed by the organization(s) you represent at the hearing against the federal 
government in the current year and the previous four years, giving the name of the lawsuit or petition, the 
subject matter of the lawsuit or petition, and the federal statutes under which the lawsuits or petitions were 
filed for each of the organization(s). 
 

Successful D.C. Circuit Court of Appeals challenge to Department of Interior 2007-2012 OCS Oil and 
Gas Leasing Program.  Lawsuit brought pursuant to Outer Continental Shelf Lands Act and raising claims 
under OCSLA and NEPA. 
 
 Successful Federal District Court, Alaska District, challenge to Interior Department Oil and Gas Lease 
Sale 193 (Chukchi Sea).  OCSLA and NEPA claims. 
 
 Successful 9th Circuit Court of Appeals challenge to Interior Department approval of Shell Oil 
Exploration Plan for the Beaufort Sea.  OCSLA and NEPA claims. 
 

9th Circuit Court of Appeals challenge to Interior Department approval of Shell Oil Exploration Plans 
for the Beaufort and Chukchi Seas.  OCSLA and NEPA claims.  Court dismissed petitions, although Interior 
later suspended Exploration Plans after the Deepwater Horizon disaster.   
 
 Federal District Court, Alaska District, challenge to National Marine Fisheries Service approval of 
seismic exploration in Arctic Ocean.  Marine Mammal Protection Act and NEPA claims.  Case dismissed as 
moot. 
 
j. A list of any countries from which the organization(s) you represent at the hearing have received foreign 
donations and the total amount of donations received from each country, for the current year and the previous 
four years, by each organization.  
 

n/a 
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k. For tax-exempt organizations and non-profit organizations, copies of the three most recent public IRS Form 
990s (including Form 990-PF, Form 990-N, and Form 990-EZ) for each of the organization(s) you represent 
at the hearing (not including any contributor names and addresses or any information withheld from public 
inspection by the Secretary of the Treasury under 26 U.S.C. 6104)). 
 

990s for the Alaska Wilderness League are available at this link: http://www.alaskawild.org/about-
us/financials/. 

http://www.alaskawild.org/about-us/financials/
http://www.alaskawild.org/about-us/financials/
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