
STATEMENT OF THE URANIUM 
PRODUCERS OF NEW MEXICO 

 
ON H.R. 785, 

A BILL TO AMEND THE SURFACE MINING 
CONTROL AND RECLAMATION ACT OF 1977 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

BEFORE THE SUBCOMMITTEE ON 
ENERGY AND MINERAL RESOURCES 

ON H.R. 785 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

FEBRUARY 17, 2011 



 2 

THE SUBCOMMITTEE ON ENERGY AND MINERAL RESOURCES 
OVERSIGHT HEARING ON H.R. 785 

 
Friday, February 27, 2012 

 
Statement of the “Uranium Producers of New Mexico” on H.R. 785 

 
 Congressman Pearce introduced H.R. 785 to request that Congress amend the Surface 

Mining Control and Reclamation Act of 1977 (“SMCRA”) to clarify that the allocated funding 

for SMCRA and be used by non-certified states for non-coal reclamation projects.  This 

amendment is critical for New Mexico and other western states to begin remediating abandoned 

mines and also to help create new jobs.  Its passage will also begin to address the abandoned 

mine legacy issue which has been used by some opponents of new uranium mining in the state as 

a reason to oppose new mines while the abandoned mines still exist.  H.R. 785 is a bipartisan bill 

whose counterpart legislation, S. 897, passed by the Senate in December 2011. 

 New Mexico has a long and notable history of both coal and hard rock mining.  When the 

Atomic Energy Commission (“AEC”) created the Uranium Procurement Program in the 1950s, 

many individuals and companies in New Mexico answered the call for uranium to fuel the 

federal government’s defense needs for nuclear weapons.  A uranium mining industry was 

created almost overnight, and New Mexico became the largest uranium-producing state in the 

nation, with over 380 million pounds produced for the nuclear weapons program and 

subsequently for nuclear power reactors.  Today, the uranium industry in New Mexico is 

reemerging to once again help meet our country’s increasing electricity requirements.  Sound 

energy policy demands that domestic uranium production be dramatically increased so that our 

nation’s reactor fleet will be less reliant on foreign sources of uranium. 

 The Uranium Procurement Program was very successful and resulted in the operation of 

numerous mines throughout New Mexico, mainly in Cibola and McKinley Counties.  Unlike 
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today, when New Mexico will have approved site closure plans and sureties, there were few 

standards and no mine closure requirements.  As the Procurement Program met its production 

goals in the mid-1960s, most of the small operators gave way to the larger companies and the 

small company and individuals’ mine sites were abandoned with little or no thought to 

reclamation.  These uranium sites, along with a number of other hard rock abandoned mines, 

make up a legacy of abandoned hard rock mines in New Mexico.  Since these mines were 

created to fulfill an urgent national defense priority, the federal government has the primary 

responsibility to assist in reclaiming the abandoned mines in New Mexico and other western 

states. 

 The Uranium Producers of New Mexico (“UPNM”) supports H.R. 785 because its group 

of five uranium exploration and development companies are working to permit uranium mining 

and milling operations in New Mexico.  Current members of “UPNM” include: Laramide 

Resources Ltd., Neutron Energy, Inc., Rio Grande Resources Corporation, Strathmore Resources 

(U.S.) Ltd., and Uranium Resources, Inc.  While none of these companies have ever mined in 

New Mexico, they recognize that the abandoned mines from mining activity that took place 

between the 1950s and 1960s are a concern of some citizens in the state.  These companies have, 

along with the legislature and administration in New Mexico worked to advance the remediation 

of New Mexico’s legacy mines. 

 UPNM members have worked closely with the Mining and Minerals Division (“MMD”) 

of the New Mexico Energy, Minerals and Natural Resources Department on various state 

projects related to SMCRA.  The MMD has identified a total of 166 abandoned uranium mines 

over which the agency has jurisdiction in New Mexico.  In cooperation with MMD, the UPNM 
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funded the surveying of the first 21 of these sites located on state, federal and private lands.  The 

MMD has since contracted the surveying of an additional 128 sites. 

 The purpose of surveying the abandoned mines is to allow the MMD to prioritize these 

sites for reclamation.  Currently, 149 of the 166 sites have now been surveyed.  If the SMCRA 

funding is made available for non-coal projects, the MMD can begin addressing the remediation 

at the sites (based on highest priority).  This would not only mean the creation of jobs but also 

the beginning of a resolution to a 50-year legacy left beyond in New Mexico—a legacy that is 

the result of the federal government’s call for uranium production for its  nuclear defense needs 

dating back to the 1950s. 

 The primary source of funding for Abandoned Mine Land (“AML”) projects in New 

Mexico has come from SMCRA.  Under this program, New Mexico has successfully addressed 

approximately 4,000 mine features and reclaimed over 700 acres of mine-disturbed lands.  New 

Mexico has successfully balanced the use of its SMCRA funds to accomplish reclamation on 

both coal and non-coal reclamation sites.  The state needs to continue this important work, and 

the additional federal funding that would be made available y the enactment of H.R. 785 would 

jump-start the ability of the state to do so. 

 In December 2006, Congress amended SMCRA to allow the distribution of reclamation 

funds to states in an amount equal to that previously authorized to the states under SMCRA.  

Despite the uncontroverted fact that Congress did not amend the ability of states to use these 

funds for non-coal, hard rock mines, the Department of the Interior (“DOI”) made such a 

determination  The passage of H.R. 785 is now necessary to once again amend SMCRA to 

clarify that the appropriated funding can be used for non-coal reclamation sites. 
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 Although the many stakeholders in New Mexico do not always agree on hard rock 

mining issues, there is overwhelming agreement that New Mexico needs the SMCRA funding to 

help address the legacy of abandoned mines in our state.  The New Mexico State Senate and 

House of Representatives passed memorials last year urging the New Mexico congressional 

delegation to collaborate to do what is necessary to amend SMCRA.  The City of Grants, the 

McKinley County Commission and the Gallup/McKinley County Chamber of Commerce have 

passed resolutions in support of amending SMCRA.  The New Mexico Mining Association and 

the Association of Commerce and Industry have also written letters to the New Mexico 

delegation supporting the amendment.  These memorials, resolutions and letters are attached for 

your review and for the record. 

 The UPNM appreciates the opportunity to present this statement in support of H.R. 785 

and would also appreciate a recommendation from this Subcommittee to move the legislation 

forward. 

 Thank you. 

        Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
        Jon J. Indall 
        Adela M. Duran 
        Counsel to the Uranium Producers 
           of New Mexico 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
K:\CMTI_SHARED\JJI\Statement_HR785.doc 
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A MEMORIAL

REQUESTING CONGRESS TO PASS LEGISLATION T0 PROVIDE FUNDING TO

RECLAIM ABANDONED URANITM MTNES IN NEVI MEXICO.

I'IIEREAS ¡ New Mexíco ís knor¡rn to have some of the ríchest

uranium resources Ín the natíon ín the afea knor¿n as "the

Grants míneral belttt; and

IIIIIEREAS, dating back to the 1940s, states such as New

Mexíco níned uraníum for the benefft of the atomíc energy

conmíssíon and the federal government t s nuclear I^Teapons

program; and

I'IIEREAST the atomic energy commissíon díd not requíre

that early nines be reclained¡ and

WIIEREAS, research shows that many uranium mines I¡¡ere

abandoned and never reclaimed; and

!'IIEREAS, the federal government has direct

responsibility to provide fundíng, both for the inítíal

surveying of these mines and for potentlal subsequent

reclamatÍon where warranted; and

I{IIEREAS, the Surface Miníng control and Reclamatíon Act

of L977 ís a federal la¡¿ that mandates a reclamation fee on

each ton of coal produced ín the country, and Tit1e IV of that

act provides for abandoned mine reclamation; and

I^IIIEREAS , Ln 2006, the Uníted States congress passed

amendments to Title IV of the Surface Míning Control and HM 34
Page I
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Reclamatíon Act of L977 provlding that the funds collected

from the reclamatíon fees will now go dírectly to the states

rather than be approprlated by congress; and

I^IIEREAS, the solicitor of the department of the interíor

has lnterpreted those 2006 anendments to linlt uncertÍfied

states, such as New Mexico, from using the funds available

through the Surface Mining Control and Reclamation Act of L977

for non-coal mine reclamatÍon; and

WIIEREAS, following the 2006 amendments, the office of

surface níníng reclamatíon and enforceuent Promulgated

regulations that restríct uncertífíed states from using funds

available through the Surface Míning and Control Reclamatíon

Act of L977 fot non-coal mine reclamation; and

I^IIEREAS, Secretary Ken Salazar of the departnent of the

interior has suggested that a legíslative solution is

necessary in order to allow fundlng distríbution under Section

411(h)(l) of the Surface MÍning Controi and Reclanation Act of

L977 to be used for non-coal mlne reclamatíon;

NOI{, THEREFORE, BE rr RESoLVED BY lHE HOUSE OF

REPRESENTATMS OF THE STATE OF NEÌt MEXICO that congress be

requested to expedíte the passage of legislatíon to enact the

necessary amendments to the Surface Mining Control and

Reclamatíon Act of L977 to clarify that uncertífíed states

have authoríty to use paylnents for non-coal mine reclamation

proJects; and
HM 34
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BE LT FIIRTHER RESOLVED that copies of this memoriaL be

transmitted to the speaker of the UnÍted States house of

representatlves, the presídent pro temPore of the Unlted

States senate and the Ne¡¡ Mexico congressíonal- delegatíon.

HM 34
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s/ R. ARTAS

STEPI¡EN R. ARIAS, CIIIEF CLERK

BOUSE OF REPRESENÎATIVES
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SENATE MEMORIAL 30

INTRODUCED BY

SENATORS DAVID ULIBARRI, CLINTON D. HARDEN, JR.,
BERNADETTE M. SANCHEZ AND TOHN M. SAPIEN

A MEMORIAL
REQUESTING CONGRESS TO PASS LEGISLATION TO PROWDE

FUNDING TO RECLAIM ABANDONED URANIUM MINES IN
NEW MEXICO

WHEREAS, New Mexico is known to have some of the richest uranium
resources ín the nøtíon ín the øreø known as "The Grants Mineral Belt"; and

WHEREAS, dating back to the 1940s, states such as New Mexíco mined
uraniumfor the beneftt of the Atomic Energt Commíssíon and thefederøI
governmentts Nuclear l(eapons Program; and

WHEREAS, the Atomic Energlt Commission díd not require thøt early
mines be recløímed; ønd

WHEREAS, research shows lhat many urønium mines were øbandoned
and never recløimed; and

WHEREAS, thefederal government høs direct responsíbility to provide
fundíng, bothfor the ínítÍøI surveying of these mines andfor potential
sabsequent reclømøtíon where warranted; ønd

WHEREAS, the Surføce Mining Control ønd Reclamation Act of 1977 is
afederal law that møndøles a reclømølíonfee on each ton of coal produced in
the country, and Tìtle IV of that Act providesfor abandoned míne reclømøtion;
and

WHEREAS, in 2006, the United Støtes Congress passed ømendmenls to
Tirle IV of the Surføce Mining Control and Reclømøtion Act of 1977 provídíng
that thefunds collectedfrom the reclamationfees wíIl now go direcþ to the
states røther than be appropriøted by Congress; and
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WHEREAS, the Solícítor of the Depørtment of the Interìor has
ínterpreled those 2006 omendments to límit uncertítíed states, such as

New Mexico, from usíng the funds øvailable through the Surføce Mining
Control ønd Reclamation Act of 1977for non-coal mine reclamøtion; and

WHEREAS,folIowing the 2006 ømendments, the OfJice of Surface
Mining Reclamøtíon and Enforcement promulgoled regalatíons thøt restrict
uncertìtíed statesfrom usíngfunds øvøíløble through the Surføce Mining and
Control Reclamatíon Act of 1977for non-coal mine reclamøtíon; and

WHEREAS, Secretøry Ken Saløzø.r of the Depa.rtment of the Interíor has
suggested thøt a legíslatíve solation is necessary ín order to øllow fundíng
dìstríbutíon under Sectíon 411(h)(1) of the Sarface Míning Control and
Reclamatìon Act of 1977 to be usedfor non-coøl míne reclamøtíon;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE SENATE OF THE
STATE OF NEW MEXICO that Congress be requested to expedite the passage
of legßløtíon to enøct the necessary amendments to the Surface Míníng Control
and Reclamøtion Act of 1977 to clørify that uncertifted states have øuthoríty to
use pøymentsfor non-coal mine reclamatíon projects; ønd

BE IT FURTHER RESOLWD that copíes of thís memorial be
transmitted to the Speaker of the Uníted Slales House of Representatíves, the
Presìdent Pro Tempore of the Unìted States Senøte and the New Mexíco
Congression al D eleg øtion.
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Dìane D. Denìsh,
New

Senato¡ David Ulíbarrí

M. Naranjo, Chíef Clerk

New MexÍco State

New Mexíco State Senate
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