Doc HAsSTINGS OF WASHINGTON
RankinG REPUBLICAN MEMBER

W.S. House of Representatives

Committee on Natural Resources
Washington, BO 20515

December 2, 2010

The Honorable Nancy Pelosi The Honorable Steny Hoyer
U.S. House of Representatives U.S. House of Representatives
Speaker of the House Majority Leader

H-232 The Capitol H-107 The Capitol
Washington, DC 20515 Washington, DC 20515

Dear Speaker Pelosi and Majority Leader Hoyer:

I have serious concerns regarding current efforts in the Senate to pass a massive omnibus lands package in the final
days of this Congress. According to news reports, such a package could consist of more than 126 different bills,
many of which have not been considered by the House, and cost over $10 billion.

These concerns are well-founded given the manner in which a previous omnibus lands package, H.R. 146, was
rushed into law last year. This legislation touched on a vast array of issues, spanned hundreds of pages and came at
a $9 billion cost to the American taxpayer. H.R. 146 was cobbled together behind closed doors without any regards
for transparency. Over half of the individual bills that compiled H.R. 146 never received a hearing in the House
and were not properly vetted. In order to avoid any changes to this sprawling bill, and to also avoid having to take
potentially politically harmful votes, H.R. 146 was brought to the House floor under a closed Rule that allowed for

limited debate and no amendments.

This is not the way the American people expect Congress to legislate and is precisely the type of heavy handed
tactics that helped fuel the public’s desire for change in the recent election.

[ ask that any attempt to move an omnibus lands package be done through an open, transparent and fair legislative
process. Given that a large number of these bills have never been seen before in the House, I request that any
legislative package of this type be subject to full committee mark-ups in any of the committees that have
jurisdiction over the titles included in the legislation. I also ask that this legislation be subject to an open rule on the
House floor in order to allow for amendments, improvement and proper debate.

This omnibus lands bill will have significant impacts on American jobs, our economy and our nation’s energy,
environmental and land-use policies. Such a significant bill should not be hastily pushed through Congress without

thoughtful and careful consideration.

Thank you for your time and consideration of my request. [ look forward to your timely response.

Si ely,
[Yoc Hasting

Ranking Member
Committee on Natural Resources

cc: The Honorable Nick Rahall
Chairman, House Natural Resources Committee

http://republicans.resourcescommittee.house.gov



