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COMMITTEE ON NATURAL RESOURCES 

Disclosure Form  
As required by and provided for in House Rule XI, clause 2(g) and  

the Rules of the Committee on Natural Resources 
 

Subcommittee on Energy and Mineral Resources Hearing on H.R. 2170, H.R. 2171, H.R. 2172, H.R. 
2173, June 23, 2011 

 
 
 
For Witnesses Representing Organizations: 
 

1. Name: Jim Lyons 
 
 

2.  Name of Organization(s) You are Representing at the Hearing: Defenders of Wildlife 
 
 

3. Business Address: 
 
Defenders of Wildlife 
1130 17th Street 
Washington DC 20036 
 
 

4. Business Email Address: [Information redacted for privacy] 
 
 

 
5.  Business Phone Number:  (202) 772-3202 



 
Name/Organization: Jim Lyons / Defenders of Wildlife / Amended Disclosure Form 
Title/Date of Hearing: Subcommittee on Energy and Mineral Resources Hearing on H.R. 2170, H.R. 2171, H.R. 
2172, H.R. 2173, June 23, 2011 
 
 

a. Any training or educational certificates, diplomas or degrees or other educational experiences that are 
relevant to your qualifications to testify on or knowledge of the subject matter of the hearing. 
 
Mr. Lyons holds a B.S. (with Honors) from Rutgers University and a Master of Forestry degree from the 
Yale School of Forestry and Environmental Studies. 

 
b. Any professional licenses, certifications, or affiliations held that are relevant to your qualifications to testify on 
or knowledge of the subject matter of the hearing. 
 
Mr. Lyons is currently Senior Director for renewable energy at Defenders of Wildlife and leads a program to 
promote and accelerate the development of wildlife-friendly and environmentally-responsible renewable energy 
on public and private lands and offshore in the United States.  Since 2004, Mr. Lyons has been a Lecturer and 
Research Scholar at the Yale School of Forestry and Environmental Studies, where he was a professor from 2001 
– 2003.   
 
c. Any employment, occupation, ownership in a firm or business, or work-related experiences that relate to your 
qualifications to testify on or knowledge of the subject matter of the hearing. 
 
Mr. Lyons served as USDA Under Secretary for Natural Resources and Environment for eight years in the 
Clinton Administration (1993 – 2001) where he oversaw the US Forest Service and the Natural Resources 
Conservation Service. He led efforts to resolve the conflict over old-growth forests and the northern spotted owl 
in the Pacific NW, helped shape the Clinton policy to protect remaining national forest roadless areas, and also 
co-chaired President Clinton’s task force charged with developing a new national clean water strategy.  Mr. Lyons 
played a significant role in reorganizing USDA, in redirecting Forest Service management, and creating the 
Natural Resources Conservation Service while reducing agency budgets and personnel toward the goal of 
achieving a balanced federal budget.  He was also a member of the US delegation charged with developing an 
international agreement to implement the Kyoto Protocol.   
 
From 1987 to 1993, Mr. Lyons staffed the House Committee on Agriculture and led development of the 
conservation and forestry titles of the 1990 farm bill.   During that time, Mr. Lyons also served as an agriculture 
and natural resources advisor to Congressman Leon Panetta and Staff Director of the Agriculture Subcommittee 
on Forests, Family Farms, and Energy.  In 2002, Mr. Lyons directed an effort that led to creation of the first 
Energy Title in a farm bill.  He began his professional career as a Policy Analyst with the US Fish and Wildlife 
Service.   
 
 
 
 
d. Any federal grants or contracts (including subgrants or subcontracts) from the Department of the Interior  
(and /or other agencies invited) that you have received in the current year and previous four years, including the source 
and the amount of each grant or contract. 
 
 
Department of the Interior 
 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service: 
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- May 2009: $9,000 as a cost-sharing grant to purchase GPS radio collars to monitor, track, and document grizzly 
bear activity along Montana’s Rocky Mountain Front. 
 
- April 2009: $25,000 to provide technical assistance for Transportation programs 
 
- March 2009: $15,000 modification to an original $30,000 grant to support a Conservation Program Director for 
the California Rangeland Conservation Coalition (original grant received in July 2007) 
 
- April 2009: $50,000 for the Conservation Registry (pass-through via National Fish and Wildlife Foundation) 
 
- January 2010: $95,000 for Oregon conservation strategy (pass-through via the Oregon Department of Fish and 
Wildlife) 
 
- March 2010: $5,000 for the Conservation Registry 
 
- July 2010: $200,455 for pelagic bird study in the vicinity of the Deep Horizon oil spill 
 
Bureau of Land Management 
 
April 2009: $50,000 for the Conservation Registry (pass-through via National Fish and Wildlife Foundation) 
 
Department of Agriculture 
 
National Institute of Food and Agriculture 
 
- March 2011: $21,606 for spatial methods for low-cost restoration of rangeland ecosystem services (pass-through 
via The Regents of the University of California) 
 
Natural Resource Conservation Service 
 
- July 2009: $30,000 for the California Rangeland Conservation Coalition 
 
- September 2009: $74,480 for the Feasibility of Ecosystem Service Payments and Markets for California 
Rangeland Resource Enhancement 
 
- November 2010: $3,220 for the turbo-fladry experimental project 
 
- August 2010: $75,000 for the California Rangeland Conservation Coalition 
 
- August 2010: $75,000 for the development of metrics for three priority habitats in Oregon 
 
U.S. Forest Service 
 
- January 2009: $43,702 for conservation capacity building in the Chesapeake Bay (pass-through via National Fish 
and Wildlife Foundation) 
 
- April 2009: $50,000 for the Conservation Registry (pass-through via National Fish and Wildlife Foundation) 
 
- October 2009: $15,000 for the Tri-County Habitat Sanitation Project 
Environmental Protection Agency 
 



- January 2009: $46,298 for conservation capacity building in the Chesapeake Bay (pass-through via National Fish 
and Wildlife Foundation) 
 
- January 2011: $75,000 for land trust capacity building (pass-through via National Fish and Wildlife Foundation) 
 
 
 
 
e. A list of all lawsuits or petitions filed by you against the federal government in the current year and the previous 
four years, giving the name of the lawsuit or petition, the subject matter of the lawsuit or petition, and the federal 
statutes under which the lawsuits or petitions were filed. 
 

• Colorado Envt’l Coalition v. Kempthorne, No. 09-cv-00085-JLK (D. Colo.): 5 U.S.C. § 551 et seq. and 16 
U.S.C. § 1540(c), (g) 

o Case Subject: Oil Shale 
 

• Colorado Envt’l Coalition v. Kempthorne, No. 09-cv-00091-JLK (D. Colo.): 5 U.S.C. § 551 et seq. and 16 
U.S.C. § 1540(c), (g) 

o Case Subject: Oil Shale 
 

• Defenders of Wildlife et al. v. BLM et al., No. 10-72775 (9th Cir.) : 15 U.S.C. § 717r and 16 U.S.C. § 
1540(c), (g) 

o Case Subject: The Ruby Gas Pipeline 
 

• Defenders of Wildlife et al. v. FERC, No. 10-1407 (D.C. Cir.) : 15 U.S.C. § 717r 
o Case Subject: The Ruby Gas Pipeline 

 
• Defenders of Wildlife et al. v. Jackson, No. 10-cv-01915 (D.D.C.): 33 U.S.C. § 1365(a)(2) 

o Case Subject: Coal Ash Deadline 
 

• WildEarth Guardians et al. v. Salazar et al., No. 1:10-cv-01174-CKK (D.D.C.): 5 U.S.C. §§ 701-706 and 16 
U.S.C. § 1540(c), (g) 

o Case Subject: West Antelope Shale 
 

• WildEarth Guardians et al. v. Salazar et al., No. 1:11-cv-00670-CKK (D.D.C.): 5 U.S.C. §§ 701-706 
o Case Subject: Powder River Basin Recertification 

 
• Defenders of Wildlife v. Bureau of Ocean Energy, Management, Regulation, and Enforcement, No. 10-

254-WS-C (S.D. Al.): 42 U.S.C. §§ 4321 et seq., 16 U.S.C. §§ 1531 et seq., and 5 U.S.C. §§ 551 et seq. 
o Case Subject: Gulf of Mexico Lease Sale 213 

 
• Defenders of Wildlife v. Bureau of Ocean Energy, Management, Regulation, and Enforcement, No. 11-

12598-F (11th Cir.): 43 U.S.C. § 1344; 42 U.S.C. § 4321; 16 U.S.C. § 1531; 16 U.S.C. § 1631; 16 U.S.C. § 
1801; and 5 U.S.C. § 551 

o Case Subject: Shell Gulf of Mexico Exploration Plan 
 

• Sea Turtle Conservancy v. Locke, 1:09-cv-00259-SPM-AK (N.D. Fl): 42 U.S.C. §§ 4321 et seq., 16 U.S.C. 
§§ 1531 et seq., and 5 U.S.C. §§ 551 et seq. 

o Case Subject: Gulf of Mexico Bottom Longline Fishery 
 

• Native Village of Point Hope v. Salazar, 1:08-cv-00004-RRB (D. Alaska): 42 U.S.C. §§ 4321 et seq., and 5 
U.S.C. §§ 551 et seq. 

o Case Subject: Chukchi Lease Sale 193 
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• Defenders of Wildlife v. U.S. Dept of the Navy, No. 2:10-cv-00014-LGW-JEG (S.D. Ga.): 42 U.S.C. §§ 

4321 et seq., 16 U.S.C. §§ 1531 et seq., and 5 U.S.C. §§ 551 et seq. 
o Case Subject: Navy Undersea Warfare Training Range 

 
• Organized Village of Kake v. U.S. Dept. of Agriculture (D. AK 1:09-cv-0022-jws): 42 U.S.C. §§ 4321 et seq. 

and 5 U.S.C. §§ 551 et seq. 
o Case Subject: Tongass Roadless Rule Exemption 

 
• Sierra Forest Legacy v. Pendleton, Civ No. 08-4240-SC (ND Cal): 42 U.S.C. §§ 4321 et seq., 16 U.S.C. 

§§ 1531 et seq., and 5 U.S.C. §§ 551 et seq. 
o Case Subject: Sierra Nevada National Forests Management Indicator Species Amendment 

 
• Center for Biological Diversity v. US Fish and Wildlife Service, No. 08-01278-MHP (N.D. Cal.): 16 U.S.C. 

§§ 1531 et seq., and 5 U.S.C. §§ 551 et seq. 
o Case Subject: Southern California Forests Biological Opinions 

 
• Defenders of Wildlife v. Salazar, No. 10-5144 (D.C. Cir.): 16 U.S.C. §§ 668dd; 42 U.S.C. § 4321; and 5 

U.S.C. § 551  
o Case Subject: National Bison and Elk Refuge Management Plan 

 
 

• Defenders of Wildlife v. Salazar (D. Mont. CV 09-77-M-DWM and CV 09-82-M-DWM) 
o Case Subject: Northern Rockies Gray Wolf delisting 

 
• People of the State of California v. U.S. Dept. of Agriculture, (9th Cir. No. 07-15614): 42 U.S.C. §§ 4321 et 

seq., 16 U.S.C. §§ 1531 et seq., and 5 U.S.C. §§ 551 et seq. 
o Case Subject: State Petitions Rule on Roadless Areas 

 
• Native Village of Point Hope v. Salazar, No. 09-73942 consolidated with No. 10-70166 (9th Cir.): 42 

U.S.C. §§ 4321 et seq. and 5 U.S.C. §§ 551 et seq. 
o Case Subject: Shell Arctic Exploration Plans  

 
• Center for Biological Diversity v. US Dept of Agriculture, 08-03884-MHP (N.D. Cal.): 42 U.S.C. §§ 4321 

et seq. and 5 U.S.C. §§ 551 et seq. 
o Case Subject: Southern California Forests Plans 

 
• The Humane Society of the United States v. Gutierrez, Civ. No. 08-1593-ESH (D.D.C.): 42 U.S.C. §§ 

4321 et seq., 16 U.S.C. §§ 1531 et seq., and 5 U.S.C. §§ 551 et seq. 
o Case subject: North Atlantic Right Whales Fishing Entanglement Protections  

 
• Defenders of Wildlife v. National Marine Fisheries Service, No. 10-10887 (D. Mass.): 16 U.S.C. §§ 1531 et 

seq. and 5 U.S.C. §§ 551 et seq. 
o Northeast Fisheries Biological Opinion Delay  

 
• Humane Society of the United States v. National Marine Fisheries Service, No. 10-10873 (D. Mass.): 16 

U.S.C. §§ 1531 et seq. and 5 U.S.C. §§ 551 et seq. 
o Right Whale Critical Habitat 

 



• Greater Yellowstone Coalition v. Timchak, No. 09-35729 (9th Cir.): 5 U.S.C. §§ 551 et seq., 33 U.S.C. §§ 
1251 et seq., 16 U.S.C. §§ 1600 et seq., 30 U.S.C. §§ 181 et seq., 42 U.S.C. §§ 4321, et seq., and 36 C.F.R. § 
294.10 et seq.  

o Smoky Canyon Phosphate Mine 
 

• Defenders of Wildlife v. Schafer, Civ. No. 08-2326 (N.D. Cal): 42 U.S.C. §§ 4321 et seq., 16 U.S.C. §§ 1531 
et seq., and 5 U.S.C. §§ 551 et seq. 

o National Forest Management Act Regulations  
 

• Defenders of Wildlife v. Salazar, (Ninth Circuit  [10-35885, 10-35886, 10-35894, 10-35897, 10-35898, 10-
35926] (KKW): 16 U.S.C.S. § 1531 et seq. 

o Case Subject: Northern Rockies Gray Wolf delisting 
 

• Defenders of Wildlife v. EPA, No. 09-1199 (D.C. Cir.):  16 U.S.C. § 1531 et seq., 7 U.S.C. § 136 et seq., 
and 5 U.S.C.S. § 706. 

o Case Subject: Rozol/Prairie dog bait 
 

• Friends of the River et al v. U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, 2:11-cv-01650-JAM –JFM: 16 U.S.C. § 1531 et 
seq., and 5 U.S.C.S. § 706. 

o Case Subject: Tree removal from levees 
 

• Defenders of Wildlife v. Gould (D. Ariz. 08-335); CBD v. Salazar (07-372): 16 U.S.C.S. §§ 1531 - 1544 
o Case Subject: Jaguar recovery plan 

 
• Defenders of Wildlife v. Jackson, No. 09-01814-ESH (D.D.C): 16 U.S.C. § 1531 et seq., 16 U.S.C. § 

1536(a)(2)., 50 C.F.R. § 402.02., and 50 C.F.R. § 402.14(g). 
o Case Subject: Rozol/Prairie dog bait 

 
• Defenders v. Kempthorne, No. 0814m-dwm (D. Mont.): 16 U.S.C.S. § 1531 et seq 

o Case Subject: 10(j) rule for Northern Rocky Wolf 
 

• Tucson Herpetological Society v. Kempthorne, No. 07-16641 (9th Cir.): 16 U.S.C. § 1531 et seq., and 5 
U.S.C.S. § 706. 

o Case Subject: Flat-tailed horned lizard 
 

 
 
f. Any other information you wish to convey that might aid the Members of the Committee to better understand 
the context of your testimony. 
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In addition, for witnesses representing organizations: 
 
 
g. Any offices, elected positions, or representational capacity held in the organization(s) on whose behalf you are 
testifying. 
 No. 
 
h. A list of all lawsuits or petitions filed by the organization(s) you represent at the hearing against the federal 
government in the current year and the previous four years, giving the name of the lawsuit or petition, the subject 
matter of the lawsuit or petition, and the federal statutes under which the lawsuits or petitions were filed for each 
of the organization(s). 
 
See above. 
 
i. A list of any countries from which the organization(s) you represent at the hearing have received foreign 
donations and the total amount of donations received from each country, for the current year and the previous 
four years, by each organization.  
 
N/A 
 
j. For tax-exempt organizations and non-profit organizations, copies of the three most recent public IRS Form 
990s (including Form 990-PF, Form 990-N, and Form 990-EZ) for each of the organization(s) you represent at 
the hearing (not including any contributor names and addresses or any information withheld from public 
inspection by the Secretary of the Treasury under 26 U.S.C. 6104)).  
 
See attached 
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