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On September 28, 20 II , the Committee once again wrote you to request that the 
Department of the Interior (001) provide documents and infonnation relating to the Committee's 
investigation into whether senior officials of 001, in an effort to help justify their decision to 
impose a 6-month moratorium on deepwater drilling in the Gulf of Mexico, misrepresented that 
the moratorium was reviewed and supported by a group of scientists and industry experts. 
Specifically, the Committee requested copies of the seven emails that were withheld by DOl's 
Office of the Inspector General per instructions from DOl's Office of the Solicitor, and any 
email communications between Mr. Kemkar and the engineers following the release of report 
"Increased Safety Measures for Energy Development on the Outer Continental Shelf" by 
October 5, 2011. The Committee did not receive a response from DOL 

As you are aware, the Committee began its investigation in July 2010 and the 
Committee's first request for documents and infonnation to 001 was made in April 2011. 
Although some documents have been made available for review by Committee staff, taken as a 
whole, DOl's response can best be characterized as an exercise in deliberate delay and 
noncompliance. Couched with claims oflimited resources and privilege concerns, 001 
continually professes the desire to be responsive to the Committee's requests, but has only 
allowed a limited review of several documents or provided publically available documents and 
often does not provide any written response until after the deadline imposed by the Committee 
has passed. We are frustrated by these tactics and pattern of delay and the non-response to 
official Congressional oversight of DOL Over six months have passed, and on numerous 
occasions, the Committee has requested 001 produce the requested documents and infonnation, 
and the Committee continues to wait for 001 to fully comply with all the requests. 

http://naturalresources.house.gov 



Consequently, this letter serves as a final request for complete compliance with the 
requests for documents and information under the terms contained in the Committee's letters 
dated information and documents by letters of April 25, 2011; July 18, 20 II; August 15, 2011; 
and September 28,2011. DOl's response is due no later than October 17, 2011. If DOl fails to 
once again meet tbe Committee's deadline, we will consider exercising the Committee's 
authority to compel compliance with the requests through the issuance of subpoenas. 
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