
DOC HASTINGS, WA EDWARD J. MARKEY, MA 
CHAIRMAN 

DON YOUNG, AK 
JOHN J. DUNCAN, JR., TN 
LOUIE GOHMERT, TX 

RANKING DEMDCRA TIC MEMBER 
DALE E. KILDEE, MI 
PETER A. DEFAZIO, OR 
ENI F.H. FALEOMAVAEGA, AS 

ROB BISHOP, UT 
DOUG LAMBORN, CO 
ROBERT J. WIDMAN, VA 
PAUL C. BROUN, GA 
JOHN FLEMING, LA 

N.~. ]!{nUlit nf 1Rtprtlitntatiutli 
([ottlmiUtt on Natural1Rt,6ourct,6 

D!lU,64iugtou, 1m 2U515 

. FRANK PALLONE, JR., NJ 
GRACE F. NAPOLITANO, CA 
RUSH D. HOLT, NJ 
RAUL M. GRIJALVA, AZ 
MADELEINE Z. BORDALLO, GU 
J IM COSTA, CA MIKE COFFMAN, CO 

TOM McCLINTOCK, CA 
GLENN THOMPSON, PA 
JEFF DENHAM, CA 

DAN BOREN, OK 
GREGORIO KILIU CAMACHO SABLAN, CNMI 
MARTIN HEINRICH, NM 

DAN BENISHEK, M I BEN RAY LUJAN, NM 
DAVID RIVERA, FL JOHN P. SARBANES, MD 
JEFF DUNCAN, SC BETTY SUDON, OH 
SCOD R. TIPTON, CO 
PAUL A. GOSAR, AZ 
RAUL R. LABRADOR, 10 
KRISTI L. NOEM, SO 

NIKI TSONGAS, MA 
PEDRO R. PIERLUISI, PR 
JOHN GARAMENDI, CA 
COLLEEN W. HANABUSA, HI 

STEVE SOUTHERLAND II, FL 
BILL FLORES, TX Opening Statement By 

PAUL TONKO, NY 

ANDY HARRIS, MD 
JEFFREY M. LANDRY, LA 
JON RUNYAN, NJ Chairman Doug Lamborn 

Subcommittee on Energy and Mineral Resources 
At the Oversight Field Hearing on 

JEFFREY DUNCAN 

BILL JOHNSON, OH DEMOCRA TIC STAFF DIRECTOR 

MARK AMODEI, NV 

TODD YOUNG 
CHIEF DF STAFF "Federal Regulation: Economic,job and energy security implications 

of federal hydraulic fracturing regulation" 
Wednesday, May 2, 2012 in Denver, CO 

I'd like to thank everyone for taking time out of their schedule to be with us today. I'm 
Congressman Doug Lamborn and I have the privilege of serving the 5th Congressional district in 
my home state of Colorado and serving as Chairman of the House Natural Resources 
Subcommittee on Energy and Mineral Resources. Our subcommittee has broad jurisdiction over 
onshore and offshore energy production on public lands. With much of those located here in the 
West, these issues affect every single one of us in the state of Colorado. 

Today we are here in Denver to discuss the economic, job and energy security implications of 
federal hydraulic fracturing regulation. Fortunately for us, some of the richest shale fields in the 
entire world are located within the United States. Previously unproductive areas such as the 
Bakken Fonnation and Barnett Shale are now extraordinarily new productive oil and gas fields 
because of hydraulic fracturing - which is now used in more than 90% of oil and gas production 
wells. 

In states like North Dakota, which enjoys the lowest unemployment rate in the nation, energy 
production has been allowed to flourish due to state and local regulations that both safely guard 
the enviromnent and public welfare, while allowing for the safe and responsible production of 
shale oil and gas. Here in the West, where the energy industry is a driving force of the local and 
statewide economies, through very comprehensive stakeholder discussions, states have crafted 
their own regulations to monitor hydraulic fracturing within their boundaries. 

These regulations include input from all stakeholders involved and take into consideration the 
needs of the local communities, local environment and geography and still allow for a robust 
energy industry to thrive. 

However, recently announced plans to implement a one-size-fits all program of hydraulic 
fracturing regulations threaten to impede this progress in all states. While the Obama 
Administration frequently touts its record of increased energy productions, unfortunately, as we 
have seen, the Administration's anti-energy policies continuously hinder rather than help job 
creation and energy production. The Obama Administration's Bureau of Land Management 
issued 44% fewer oil and natural gas leases in 2009 and 2010 than in 2007 and 2008. In addition 
the number of new wells drilled on federal land has declined 39% during that time period. We in 
the West are blessed with tremendous energy resources. 
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But this Administration's policies have prevented us from creating jobs for our citizens and 
developing our own resources. Recent statistics show that 93% of shale wells are on state or 
private land - while only 7% are located on federal land. 

While states have worked diligently to implement hydraulic fracturing regulations on their own 
lands the Obama Administration seeks to hijack those effOlis and impose their own blanket set of 
regulations with little to no consultation with the states or tribes that would be affected. While 
we have our own set of carefully crafted and effective regulations, I am disappointed that when 
invited, Governor Hickenlooper and the Department of Natural Resources chose not defend their 
work, or the citizens of Colorado, against this federal onslaught of destructive regulations. 

We are grateful to have representatives from the state governments of Utah, Wyoming and State 
Representative Sonnenberg from the 52nd district of Colorado to explain the repercussions of 
these regulations on our citizens. 

While we here in Colorado have our own set of carefully crafted and effective regulations, but I 
am extremely disappointed that when invited, Governor Hickenlooper and the Department of 
Natural Resources chose not defend their work, or the citizens of Colorado, against tlus federal 
onslaught of destructive regulations. 

I'd like to thank the Denver State Capitol for hosting us here today and I thank my colleagues for 
taking the time to be here to discuss this important issue. I'd also like to thank our witnesses and 
guest for being here today and I look forward to hearing from our panels. 


