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There is no question that over the course of President Obama’s term in office, he and his
Administration have taken aim at shutting down coal production and coal fired electricity plants
across the country. These direct attacks on America’s hardworking coal families have threatened
tens of thousands of jobs and promise to increase the cost of energy for millions of Americans at
a time when they can least afford it.

While some of the Administration’s actions against coal mining have been deliberately slow to
develop, such as the unnecessary rewrite of a coal regulation known as the Stream Buffer Zone
Rule, others have been more bold and direct. The Obama Administration’s EPA’s decision to
retroactively withdraw a previously issued permit was certainly a bold and direct assault on
American coal production.

In fact, a Federal Court ruled that the EPA “exceeded its authority” under the Clean Water Act to
revoke an already issued coal permit and that such an action required “magical thinking.” Yet,

even after such a strong rebuke of the EPA’s reckless decision making, the Obama

Administration is appealing the judge’s ruling and once again trying to inflict economic damage
on an already struggling region.

The Spruce Coal Mine in Logan County West Virginia is a great opportunity for coal mining
families who are desperate for job creation. It’s also an opportunity for more American energy
production that will help support other American industries, small businesses, family farms and
jobs creators through affordable energy. Unfortunately, the Obama Administration has tried at
every turn to take this opportunity away from these hardworking American families.

This hearing was supposed to give Committee Members an opportunity to question Obama
Administration officials about the “magical thinking” and better understand their decision
making process. Unfortunately, the Obama Administration officials that were invited to testify
refused the invitation and refused to send anyone in their place. We’ve heard a lot about
openness and transparency from President Obama, so it’s very disappointing to see high ranking
officials, or any officials, from his Administration ignore the opportunity to keep the public

informed.
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I would like to thank our second panel for taking the time out of their lives and busy schedules to
be here today to answer questions about this important topic—I only wish the Obama
Administration had shown the same courtesy.



