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“THREATS, INTIMIDATION AND BULLYING BY FEDERAL LAND MANAGING 

AGENCIES, PART II” 

CONGRESSIONAL HEARING TESTIMONY BY A. GRANT GERBER 

24 JULY 2014  

 
My name is Grant Gerber.  I am an Elko County Commissioner and a fourth generation 

descendant of ranchers that settled in Elko County, Nevada in the mid 1800's.  

 

For over 35 years I have been serving as an attorney working on Federal Land issues. 

 

A major change has been occurring in Elko County.  When I was a boy and as I grew the few 

Federal Agents were mainly local or from rural areas and fit in well with the local area.  They 

knew the people and worked cooperatively.  Now the Federal Agents are predominantly from 

outside the area and do not develop connections with the locals as was done previously.  Many 

start off with a belligerent attitude, even a commanding presence.  They are especially offended 

if anyone opposes any Federal Government actions.  The worst are the Federal Law Enforcement 

Agents that arrogantly announce that they are not governed by Nevada law, but can enforce it if 

they choose. Now we have been informed that, without notice or hearings, the BLM has 

determined that two more BLM Law Enforcement Agents are necessary to control the people in 

the Elko area.  All of this is resulting in less use of Federal Lands by citizens as the citizens 

become afraid of being accosted and berated. 

 

That has to change.  Following are the most recent egregious examples in northern Nevada.   

 

In the fall of 2012, three miners, on their days off, drove their pickups onto Spruce Mountain to 

cut winter wood.  When they drove off of the mountain with the wood they cut they stopped to 

adjust their load.  Suddenly, a pickup came flying down the road after them.  One of the miners 

said it was coming so fast that it was catching air over the bumps in the road. The pickup slid to a 

stop and a man jumped out with two guns, flak vest, radio, tazer, handcuffs and with his pants 

tucked into jump boots. He belligerently announced that he was giving them a citation for cutting 

wood on a BLM Wilderness Study Area.  When the miners told the agent that they had permits 

to cut and that they did not cut on a Wilderness Study Area, he would not listen.  The agent told 

them that it was a Federal offense and not to contest the citation because the Federal Government 

always won.  He gave each of the miners tickets of $275.  A boy was in one of the pickups and 

he was so intimidated that it made him cry.   

 

The miners knew that they had not been on a Wilderness Study Area but it was going to cost 

them thousands to drive to Reno 300 miles away to Federal Court twice and hire an attorney to 

defend themselves. Additionally, they would miss at least three days of work. For these reasons, 

they decided to pay the fees and cut their losses.  I heard about the situation and met with the 

miners.  I told them that I had a criminal attorney friend in Reno and we would represent them 

for free.  We reviewed the maps of the area and confirmed that the agent, Mr. Brad Sone, did not 

know where he was.  He was on the wrong mountain!  He cited the miners for cutting wood a 

Wilderness Study Area on a mountain that was over seven miles away down across a valley and 

up the other side. 
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Before the preliminary hearing Mr. Sone called the miners and told them the date of the hearing 

had been changed.  One of the miners called the court and learned that Mr. Sone had not told 

them the truth, that the date had not been changed.  Then the agent called the miners again before 

the trial and told them the case had been dismissed.  Again the miner called and learned that 

the case had not been dismissed.  I do not practice criminal law, but criminal attorneys have told 

me that Sone's calls were illegal at worst, and if not illegal it was inappropriate for the arresting 

officer to contact the cited citizens.  The agent had already intimidated them and now was 

continuing to intimidate and mislead them. 

 

In Battle Mountain, Nevada the Battle Mountain BLM Manager Douglas Furtado has 

been "threatening, intimidating and bullying".  He has used BLM Law Enforcement to attempt to 

intimidate people from exercising their First Amendment rights of petition, speech, assembly, 

press and prayer. The Battle Mountain District over which Mr. Furtado presides is huge.  It 

covers from Clark County in the south to I-80 in the north covering Nye County, (the largest 

county in the nation), Eureka County, Lander County and Esmeralda County. Mr. Furtado has 

been eliminating much of the grazing in the Battle Mountain BLM District. Over 10,000 cattle 

have been removed in just the last three years.  On one area alone, in June 2013, Furtado 

removed all 900 cattle that had been grazing each year for over 140 years.  And in 2014 he did 

not allow any of those 900 cattle to graze even though the grass was over two feet high on much 

of the range.  Because of these drastic grazing reductions the fire danger is excessive.  Millions 

of animals have burned because of the management practices of the BLM and these actions by 

Mr. Furtado will result in the burning of millions more.  Before the huge BLM reductions in 

grazing there were few fires.If Mr. Furtado succeeds in eliminating all the cattle in his district he 

will join the Clark County BLM District as "cattle free".  In the 1980's there were over 50 

ranchers with grazing rights in the Clark County District.  Now there are no cattle authorized to 

graze on that district. 

 

In March of 2014 I volunteered, for free, to help the ranchers in the Battle Mountain District 

reverse the unfair, illegal and morally corrupt practices of Douglas Furtado that were threatening 

millions of animals, destroying the lives of ranch families, harming the mining industry, hurting 

hunting and recreation and causing great harm to the economy.  In working on this project I have 

learned many things about Mr. Furtado.  He is vindictive and conniving.  He has developed one 

tactic to an art form - "voluntary non-use". 

 

In April a petition was created and passed throughout Northern Nevada to have Mr. Furtado 

removed. Mr. Furtado sent a BLM law enforcement officer to the local hardware store where 

there was a petition to have him removed on the counter.  The BLM Agent informed the store 

owner that it was a Federal offense to threaten or harass a BLM official.  He then left the store 

for a few minutes, but then went back in and took photos of the petition.  Steve P. Seldin, the 

store owner stated, “The officer appeared to be dressed as though he were going to war over 

seas, with black jacket, guns, etc. Only thing he may have needed to complete the uniform would 

be a steel helmet.”  

 

A GRASS MARCH/COWBOY EXPRESS was then organized to take the petition asking for 

Mr. Furtado to be removed to Governor Sandoval 320 miles on horseback. At the end of the ride 
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the BLM had an agent there taking pictures of the participants.  Many of those participants were 

intimidated because they rely on Federal Grazing Rights that Mr. Furtado controls.   

 

Following are some issues that I am investigating as a result of my work with the ranchers in the 

Battle Mountain District.  This investigation is ongoing and far from complete.  I will 

supplement my testimony at this hearing with the results of this investigation.   

 

VOLUNTARY NON-USE 

 

That phrase is supposed to mean that the holder of the grazing right has voluntarily decided not 

to graze an area.  Mr. Furtado has gone to ranchers and asked them to take "voluntary non-use" 

for part of their grazing.  If they refuse or argue he then tells them that he will give them 100% 

cuts.  So they then agree to the "voluntary non-use".  Other districts in Nevada use this tactic, but 

are much more subtle when doing it.  The rancher that is intimidated into taking "voluntary non-

use" is then afraid to complain about it because they did it "voluntarily". 

 

One rancher is reported to have asked Mr. Furtado if the BLM would please remove some of the 

horses that were overrunning the range as required by Congress.  Mr. Furtado is reported to have 

told him that he would not remove any horses until he had removed all the cattle from the Battle 

Mountain District. 

 

In February of 2014 Mr. Furtado announced to six extended ranching families, the Tomera, 

Filippini and Mariluch families that they would not be allowed to turn any cattle out on Mount 

Lewis during 2014.  Their ten year grazing licenses authorized them to turn out over 2,000 head 

of cattle in March.  They argued with Mr. Furtado, but he refused to budge.  I prepared a petition 

demanding that Mr. Furtado be removed from his position as the Battle Mountain BLM 

Manager.  That petition now has many signatures and is continuing to gain signatures.  Some of 

the ranchers have refused to sign because of fear of retaliation by Mr. Furtado.   

 

On May 17th a GRASS TOUR of Mount Lewis was conducted with Nevada State Senator Pete 

Goicoechea, Assemblymen John Ellison and Ira Hansen, the Lander County and Elko County 

Commissions.  There were over 200 citizens on the tour that saw the grass that was over two feet 

high.  This information was published in the newspapers along with the announcement that a 

GRASS MARCH would go from Elko to Battle Mountain on May 26th and a COWBOY 

EXPRESS would then go from Battle Mountain to the Capital in Carson City to deliver petitions 

to Governor Sandoval requesting that Mr. Furtado be removed.  The Washington BLM office 

sent a representative to review the condition of the range and immediately after he came Mr. 

Furtado met with the ranchers and agreed to let them graze their cattle in 2014.  So finally two 

and a half months after they should have had their cattle out on the mountain they began turning 

cattle out.  But Mr. Furtado's actions had caused them hundreds of thousand of dollars of loss.  

And because the low country was not grazed off when it should have been there is a tremendous 

amount of fuel that has now turned brown and is ripe to burn threatening the lives of tens of 

thousands of animals and the rancher's cattle. 

 

It is to the credit of the Washington BLM that Mr. Furtado was required to turn the cattle out, but 

immediately he began a program of intimidation to justify his earlier decision to not allow any 
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cattle to graze on Mount Lewis in 2014.  I am researching that intimidation and will supplement 

this testimony with that information.  As a part of that intimidation Mr. Furtado took Ms. Fite of 

Western Watersheds on a tour of Mount Lewis and refused to allow any of the ranchers to 

participate.  

To shed further light on the tactics of Mr. Furtado and help the public to understand the great 

threat to wildlife because of the increased fire danger and the great harm he has caused and is 

causing to the ranchers, miners, hunters, recreationist and the economy a GRASS 

MARCH/COWBOY EXPRESS will leave Carson City to Washington DC on September 29, 

2014 crossing the continent in approximately twenty days.  It will be the fastest crossing of the 

nation on horseback in history.  A horse and rider will lope five miles and then pass the petitions 

asking for the removal of Mr. Furtado to another rider who will then lope five miles.   

 

If everyone in Nevada, all County Commissions, the Nevada State Legislature and the Governor 

and even all of Congress wanted to remove Mr. Furtado it could not be done without an 

impeachment proceeding.  Mr. Furtado works for the Executive Department and the Executive 

Department is the only entity that can remove him.  That is an intolerable situation.  There has to 

be local control and the only way that can be accomplished is for the Federal Government to 

transfer the BLM lands to the states.  If Mr. Furtado was an employee of the State of Nevada he 

would have been removed in 2012 or 2013 and certainly by this time in 2014.    

 

The BLM law enforcement agents in Nevada report to Salt Lake City and there is no local input. 

And the BLM is very reluctant to investigate stories of abuse.  When the Elko County 

Commission considered the woodcutting incident the BLM was outraged and said the miners 

should have taken their complaint to the BLM.  At an Elko County Commission meeting in the 

spring of 2013 the BLM said they would investigate the incident.  But the investigation was not 

begun until the spring of 2014 and is proceeding very slowly.  The investigator from California 

is starting to ask the right questions, but so much time has passed, over 14 months, that when the 

report does come out it will be an old story.  Contrast that with what would have occurred if the 

citation had been issued by an Elko County Sheriff's Deputy.  Because the Elko County Sheriff is 

an elected official and answers to the citizens of Elko County the Sheriff would have done an 

immediate investigation and taken appropriate action.  If he found the officer had acted 

improperly he would have either disciplined him or fired him and that information would have 

been public.  There is no corresponding accountability within the BLM.  Even if the BLM, after 

this delayed investigation, finds that the agent acted improperly the BLM will keep any actions it 

takes secret to protect the reputation of the BLM.    

 

On January 9, 2013 a delegation of the leadership of BLM law enforcement from Salt Lake 

City came to the Elko County Commission meeting and proposed a Memorandum of 

Understanding that would give the BLM Law Enforcement Agents the ability to cite for Elko 

County ordinances and Nevada State law.  The Commission was opposed.  The delegation then 

went on to explain that it really did not matter what Elko County did the BLM was going to 

enforce Elko County and Nevada State Law if the BLM decided to do so, including citing drivers 

on Elko County roads, Nevada State Highways and I-80 because those roads and highways 

passed through BLM lands.  
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In 1930 Gandhi began the Salt March that eventually gained freedom for the citizens of India.  

He said that it was the inalienable right of Indian citizens to have freedom and enjoy the fruits of 

their toil.  Likewise the citizens of Nevada have the inalienable right to freedom and the fruits of 

their toil.  The combined might of the BLM, especially BLM law enforcement and BLM 

Managers like Mr. Furtado are deriving Nevadans of their freedom and the fruits of their toil. 

 

Congress must act to restore freedom. 

 

Enclosures: Exhibit A: Mariluch Letter, Exhibit B: Hansen Letter, Exhibit C: Seldin Letter, 

Exhibit D: Filippini Letter  

 

Enclosures: Exhibit A: Hansen Letter, Exhibit B: Mariluch Letter, Exhibit C: Seldin Letter  

 



FYI - My open letter to Governor Sandoval from Assemblyman Ira Hansen District 32 regarding 

the BLM Battle Mountain District Manager Doug Furtado... 

 

AN OPEN LETTER TO GOVERNOR SANDOVAL 

 

Dear Governor, 

 

As the Assemblyman for District 32, I represent Lander County and the Argenta BLM grazing 

district. I want to insure you are fully informed on the increasingly unreasonable and nearly 

tyrannical actions of the BLM there, especially the conduct of BLM District Manager Doug 

Furtado. 

 

My involvement started this spring when I was contacted by State Senator Pete Goicoechea 

about an upcoming "allotment" meeting to be held between the permittees and the BLM. I 

contacted Mr. Furtado, asking him for details on when and where the meeting was to take place. 

He informed me I was mistaken; there was no such meeting. I then called Senator Goicoechea 

back and told him he was apparently mistaken. 

 

However, after Mr. Furtado hung up with me, he called Mr. Pete Tomera, a permittee, and read 

him the riot act. He threatened him for notifying both Senator Goicoechea  and myself about the 

meeting, and told him if Assemblyman Ira Hansen or Senator Goicoechea show up, he will shut 

down the meeting. 

Mr Furtado flat out lied to me. There was a meeting scheduled, exactly as Senator Goicoechea 

had alerted me to. 

 

Following Furtado's threats, Mr. Tomera contacted Senator Goicoechea and he, much agitated, 

again contacted me and told me to be sure and be at the meeting.  

 

This blatant lie and Furtado's threats are simple illustrations of what the permittees have been 

dealing with for years. 

 

I then met with Amy Leuders, Nevada BLM Director, and her assistant, Raul Morales in an 

effort to bypass Furtado. Instead, they showed me photos of poor range conditions sent in by 

Furtado. There seemed to be no interest in seeking a middle ground. 

 

I then attended an all day tour on May 11th of the Argenta allotment.Contrary to the photos from 

Furtado - taken in February - the range is in excellent condition. Both the riparian habitat along 

the streams and springs and the uplands were in excellent condition. Without exaggeration, 

native grasses waved like wheat fields in the breeze, and on recent fire scars, cheatgrass was 

thick and already a foot high. These conditions are perfect for grazing  - or fire. Several hundred 

people are witnesses and the photos and videos taken by many there are proof beyond dispute. I 

would love to escort you or your staff, by car or horseback, all around the Argenta district, and 

you can see for yourself who the liars are. Incidentally, the BLM was invited but chose to not 

show up. 

 



One other disturbing development: a petition to remove Furtado is circulating in Northern 

Nevada. One is available in the Battle Mountain hardware store. When the petition was first 

introduced, a fully armed BLM cop, bullet proof vest and all, showed up at the hardware store. 

The heavily armed BLM agent asked for the store owner, Mr. Steve Seldin. The BLM agent then 

informed him that it was a crime to attempt to intimidate or harass a BLM official. After reading 

through the petition, he told Mr. Seldin the petition was "O.K." and left. Clearly, this was an 

attempt to intimidate. It also is a violation of a constitutional right -  to petition our government 

for a redress of our grievances. 

Governor, I have attempted to work with the BLM and local officials to resolve this - 

unsuccessfully. I ask you for additional assistance. Mr. Furtado is the root of the problem. I ask 

you to use your authority to protect the hardworking, honest people in my district and see that he 

is replaced. The situation is heating up. Action is needed now. 

 

Ira Hansen Assemblyman District 32 

 



Shawn and Angie Mariluch 
Filippini Ranching Company 
HC 61 Box 75 
Battle Mountain, NV 89820 
June 3, 2014 
 
Dear Officials of the Nevada Department of Agriculture:  
 
This letter is another example of Doug Furtado’s unprofessionalism and insulting ways 
as a public servant. On May 19, 2014 we went to the BLM office to get our license and 
pay our fees after our Range Consultant, Bob Schweigert, had made up a management 
plan for our allotment on Argenta. Adam Cochran came out to say there would not be a 
license or a bill at this time and that they would be meeting with us soon. Doug popped 
out and said he would like to meet with us about a recent letter we had sent him. Then 
out of the blue he started slamming our Range Consultant, Bob Schweigert. He went on 
to say in a mean and loud voice that Bob Schweigert did not know anything and the 
worst think about him is that he never learned anything because he never worked for 
the BLM long enough! He continued insulting him saying he could sway his monitoring 
results any way he wanted. This was so rude and uncalled for, and it upset us to no end 
as Bob is a very respected professional and takes his job very seriously.  
 
After this, we met with the BLM on May 22, 2014 to work out and discuss a license to 
turn out on. Chris cook was in charge and right of the bat, shut down Bob Schweigert 
when he tried to present our monitoring results. He would not only let him make his 
presentation, he would not even let him even talk. When Bob asked if they would share 
their monitoring they said no! They would not even let our spokesman and 
representative represent us! They said it was a take it or leave it situation! Mind you this 
agreement, written up by Doug Furtado, would take away our due process if signed. 
What public service government agency in the USA would write a document that takes 
away all due process? This is simply appalling; we are not a dictatorship yet in this 
country.  
 
Overall, on both occasions we were treated quite shabbily to say the least! 
 
Thank you very much for your time concerning this matter. 
 
Sincerely,  
 
 
 
Filippini Ranching Company  



7/21/14 
Royal Hardware  

404 East Front Street 
Battle Mountain, Nevada 89820 

( 775 ) 635-2422 
 

 An officer from/representing the BLM, arrived at Royal Hardware to review the 
petition to have Doug Furtado removed from the BLM office. The officer stated his 
business as, …making sure there were no threats towards Doug Furtado himself, or his 
family… However, his attire seemed deliberately intimidating. The officer appeared to 
be dressed as though he were going to war over seas, with flack jacket, gun, etc. Only 
thing he may have needed to complete the uniform would be a steel helmet. He then 
took pictures of the petition, and left. 
 
       /s/ Steven P. Seldin________ 

Steven P. Seldin 
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