
DOC HASTINGS, WA EDWARD J. MARKEY, MA 
CHAIRMAN 

DON YOUNG, AK 
RANKING DEMDCRA TIC MEMBER 

DALE E. KILDEE, MI 
JOHN J. DUNCAN, JR .. TN 
LOUIE GOHMERT, TX 

PETER A. DEFAZIO, OR 
ENI F.H. FALEOMAVAEGA, AS 
FRANK PALLONE, JR., NJ 
GRACE F. NAPOLITANO, CA 
RUSH 0, HOLT, NJ 

ROB BISHOP, UT 
DOUG LAMBORN, CO 
ROBERT J. WITTMAN, VA 
PAUL C. BROUN, GA 
JOHN FLEMING, LA 

111.~. 3I{OUlit of iRtprtlitntatiutli 
Qtummitttt un Nnturnl1Rtsuurcts 

DIIusltingtun. mar 20515 

RAUL M. GRIJALVA, AZ 
MADELEINE Z. BORDALLO, GU 
JIM COSTA, CA MIKE COFFMAN, CO 

TOM McCLINTOCK, CA 
GLENN THOMPSON, PA 
JEFF DENHAM, CA 

DAN BOREN, OK 
GREGORIO KILILI CAMACHO SABLAN, CNM I 
MARTIN HEINRICH, NM 

DAN BENISHEK, MI BEN RAY LUJAN, NM 
DAVID RIVERA, FL JOHN P. SARBANES, MD 
JEFF DUNCAN, SC BETTY SUTTON, OH 
SCOTT R. TIPTON, CO 
PAUL A. GOSAR, AZ 
RAUL R. LABRADOR, 10 
KR IST! L. NOEM, SO 

NIKI TSONGAS, MA 
PEDRO R. PIERLUISI, PR 
JOHN GARAMENDI, CA 
COLLEEN W. HAN ABU SA, HI 

STEVE SOUTHERLAND II , FL 
BILL FLORES, TX 

PAUL TONKO, NY 

A NDY HARRIS, MD 
JEFFREY M. LANDRY, LA 
JON RUNYAN, NJ 
BILLJOHNSON, OH Opening Statement by 

The Honorable Rob Bishop 

JEFFREY DUNCAN 
DEMDCRA TIC STAFF DIRECTOR 

MARK AMODEI, NV 

TODD YOUNG 
CHIEF OF STAFF Chairman, Subcommittee on National Parks, Forests & Public Lands 

At the Oversight Hearing on 
"Concession Contract Issues For Outfitters, Guides and Smaller Concessions" 

Thursday, August 2,2012, at 2:00 p.m. 

The Park Service has the double mission of being both a good steward of the land and of 
ensuring public access and enjoyment of the parks. To carry out both of these statutorily imposed 
missions the Park Service has often found it best to use concession contracts and commercial use 
authorizations with private companies - most of them small businesses - to provide many of the 
services visitors need and expect. 

Today, however, increased fees, bureaucracy and regulation are driving up the cost of running 
private businesses in National Parks making profitable operation difficult and threatening the 
continuation of visitor services that make visitor access possible and affordable for American 
families while providing thousands ofloca1 jobs. 

Our witnesses will tell us that recently the Park Service proposed increasing the minimum 
liability coverage held by certain small contractors from 5 hundred thousand dollars to 5 million 
dollars and requiring Mom and Pop outfitters whose businesses precede the park to enter into 
contracts only Fortune 500 companies could handle. Lawyers and CPA's with regulatory savvy 
now supersede generations of on the ground experience in the park concessions world. 

In some cases, it seems the Park Service is pushing small businesses into making expensive 
capital improvements to government facilities that were not contemplated by the concession 
contract and with costs that are impossible to recoup over the short course of the standard 10 
year contract. 

Although the law requires the Park Service to provide "simplified procedures for small, 
individually-owned, concessions contracts," we are told that in the past ten years contracts have 
expanded greatly in length and complexity. One small seasonal business that grosses less than 
$150,000 a year reports that in 10 years, their contract grew 15 pages to 54 pages. The cost of 
complying with the requirements and endless reports is passed on to the public, of course. The 
stories we hear are all too familiar as agency after agency acts as though its mission is to create 
obstacles to job creation, tie down entrepreneurs and provide additional examples of overbearing 
government run amok. 

http://natura lresources,house,gov 


