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''I'd like to thank everyone for coming before our Subcommittee to testify. We are here 
today to hear testimony on H.R. 3, 'The Northern Route Approval Act: This legislation 
would remove the requirement for a Presidential Permit for the Keystone XL pipeline and 
deem the Department of State's Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) from 2011 as 
satisfying all National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) and National Historic Preservation 
Act requirements. This will ensure that after years of unexplained delays by the Obama 
Administration, the Keystone Pipeline will be fully constructed, American jobs will be 
created, and our dependence on imports from hostile foreign nations will decrease. 

Its seems that from day one the Obama Administration has put up roadblock after 
roadblock to prevent the approval of the Keystone pipeline- even going so far as to deny 
the application in January of 2012 after Congress required the President to issue a permit 
for the project unless he determined it was not in the national interest. We are left with the 
assumption that the Obama Administration does not believe a pipeline that will create tens 
of thousands of American jobs and securely bring 800,000 barrels of oil a day to American 
consumers is not in the best interest of the United States. 

While not only being the last obstacle between the construction of the northern portion of 
the pipeline, President Obama had no problem taking credit for construction of the 
southern section of the pipeline - which does not require his approval. This is a frequent 
trend with the Obama Administration. On federal lands where the President is responsible, 
we see the lowest leasing in the recorded history of BLM. In contrast, private oil and 
natural gas leasing, where the President has no role, is nearing its highest level ever. 

The Administration's own Department of Energy estimates the pipeline will transport up to 
830,000 barrels of oil per day from the oil sands area of Alberta, Canada. This is nearly half 
of what the U.S. imports from the Middle East. Further, the State Department estimates this 
project will create approximately 42,100 jobs over a 1 to 2 year construction period - of 
which, 3,900 would be directly involved with construction. Alternately, TransCanada 
predicts this project would create 20,000 direct jobs, and 120,000 indirect jobs. Further, 
this project will lead to billions of dollars in investment into the U.S. economy. 
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Since 2008 when the initial application was filed, the State Department has issued a draft 
EIS, and a final EIS. The President has rejected one application, a second application has 
been filed, and another EIS was issued. The State Department has repeatedly determined 
the pipeline would have limited adverse environmental impacts. At this point, the 
Keystone XL pipeline has been more extensively studied than the Alaska Pipeline at the 
time TAPS was approved. 

Unfortunately, while the Administration continues to create more needless hurdles for the 
pipeline, Canadian Prime Minister Stephen Harper has announced that due to unexplained 
delays by the Obama Administration, Canada has no choice but to consider alternative 
options for bringing its oil to market - including construction of a pipeline from Alberta to 
the Pacific coast for export to China. 

With each day that passes, President Obama continues to stand in the way of a project that 
will create American jobs and lessen our dependence on oil from dangerous parts of the 
world. For years, we have heard my colleagues on the other side moan that we are too 
dependent on the Middle East for oil, and when finally presented with the best opportunity 
in a generation to get America off Middle Eastern oil they don't want that either. America 
is slowly losing an opportunity to contribute to our future energy security by further 
integrating our friendly Northern neighbor into our energy economy. 

If the President refuses to act on this project, which is clearly in the best interest of the 
United States and will bring tremendous benefits to our country, Congress must act and 
must do so quickly. The Northern Route Approval Act would ensure that after years of 
extensive studies, construction of this pipeline can go forward and America can begin to 
benefit from this tremendous opportunity. 

I'd like to thank our witnesses for taking time out of their schedules to testify for us today 
and I look forward to hearing your testimony." 


