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The Honorable Dan Ashe 
Director 
U.S. Fish and Wild life Service 
1849 C Street, NW 
Washington, DC 20240 

Dear Director Ashe: 

We understand the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) is in the process of reviewing the 
Endangered Species Act (ESA) recovery status of the gray wolf in the lower 48 States and is preparing to 
announce the delisting of the species. We support the nationwide del isting of wolves and urge you to 
move as quickly as possible on making this a real ity. We were supportive of the USFWS decision in 2009 
when most wolves were delisted in the Northern Rocky Mountains, again in 2011 when wolves in the 
Great Lake States were delisted, and the 2012 delisting in Wyoming. It is unfortunate that these 

decisions were met with lawsuits from environmental activists. 

Wolves are not an endangered species and do not merit federa l protections. The full delisting of 
the species and the return of the management of wolf populations to State governments is long 
overdue. As you know, State governments are fully qualified to responsibly manage wolf populations 
and are able to meet both the needs of local communities and wildl ife populations. 

Unmanaged wolves are devastating to livestock and indigenous wildlife. Currently State wildlife 
officials have their hands tied any time wolves are involved. They need to be able to respond to the 
needs of their native wildlife without being burdened by the impediments of the federal bureaucracy 
created by the ESA. During the four decades that wolves have had ESA protections, there has been an 
uncontrolled and unmanaged growth of wolf populations result ing in devastat ing impacts on hunting 
and ranching in America as well as tragic damages to historically strong and healthy herds of moose, elk, 
big horn sheep, and mule deer. 

As you consider these much needed changes to federal protections with regard to the gray wolf, 
we urge you to expand the delisting of the species to all of the lower 48 states. It is critical that the 
states be given the ability to properly manage all of the species within their boundaries. 

Sincerely, 

Senator Orrin Hatch 
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Representative Pete Session 
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