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Budget Watch: President’s Budget Increases Spending for 
Government Land Acquisition 

 
President Obama’s FY2013 budget proposal released Monday includes $450 million to buy 
more federal land through the Land and Water Conservation Fund.  Despite the Federal 
government’s ballooning $15 trillion debt, the President is proposing a $160 million 
spending increase (58 percent) for government land acquisition compared to funding 
levels when he first took office. 
 
The Federal government already owns nearly 30 percent of our nation’s land and has 
maintenance backlog that registers in the billions. 
 
“I must again question the need to increase funding for the federal government to purchase 
more federal land,” said Natural Resources Committee Chairman Doc Hastings at 
today’s Full Committee hearing on the President’s budget proposal.  “While the request 
for land acquisition was cut in half from last year, it still represents a $160 million spending 
increase compared to when President Obama took office.  The Interior Department continues 
to have a maintenance backlog on federal lands that measures into the billions.  The bottom 
line is that we should not be increasing spending for land acquisition when the government 
cannot maintain the land it already owns.”  
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Account FY08  FY13  
Bureau of Land Management $8.93 M $33.58 M 

Cooperative Endangered Species Fund $73.83 M $60.00 M 

Fish and Wildlife Service $34.59 M $106.89 M 

Forest Legacy Program $52.32 M $60.00 M 

Interior Office of Valuation/Appraisal 
Services $7.67 M $12.10 M 

National Park Service $65.67 M $119.42 M 

U.S. Forest Service $41.82 M $57.93 M 

Totals $284.8 M $449.02 M 
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