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COMMITTEE ON NATURAL RESOURCES 

Disclosure Form  
As required by and provided for in House Rule XI, clause 2(g) and  

the Rules of the Committee on Natural Resources 
 

Legislative hearing on H.R. 2664 (Napolitano), “Reauthorization of Water Desalination Act of 2011.”  
 
 
 
For Individuals: 
 
 
1.  Name: 
 
 
2.  Address: 
 
 
3.  Email Address: 
 
 
4.  Phone Number: 
 
 

* * * * * 
 
 
For Witnesses Representing Organizations: 
 

1. Name: Ian C. Watson, PE 
 
 

2.  Name of Organization(s) You are Representing at the Hearing:  
American Membrane Technology Association 
 

3. Business Address: 2409 SE Dixie Hwy, Stuart, Florida, 34996 
 
 

4. Business Email Address: [Information redacted for privacy], waterpro@msn.com 
 

 
5.  Business Phone Number: [Information redacted for privacy] 



 
Name/Organization: American Membrane Technology Association 
Title/Date of Hearing: Water and Power Subcommittee. Re-authorization of the Water Desalination Act of 
2011. April 17th, 2012 
 
a Any training or educational certificates, diplomas or degrees or other educational experiences that are 

relevant to your qualifications to testify on or knowledge of the subject matter of the hearing. 
Bachelors Degree in Chemical Engineering, Neath College of Technology, UK. Specialized in 
membrane technology for water treatment, since 1972 
Additional continuing education in membrane technology at conferences and workshops in the US and 
overseas. 
 

b.  Any professional licenses, certifications, or affiliations held that are relevant to your qualifications to 
testify on or knowledge of the subject matter of the hearing. 
Registered professional engineer. FL, CA, TX, NC, VA. 
 
South East Desalting Association (SEDA) 
South Central Membrane Association (SCMA) 
International Desalination Association 

Board of Directors 1993-2003 
Secretary and Parliamentarian, 1997-01 

Florida Engineering Society 
National Society of Professional Engineers 
American Water Works Association 

Chairman, Desalting Committee, 1993-1995 
 
 

 
 
c.  Any employment, occupation, ownership in a firm or business, or work-related experiences that relate 

to your qualifications to testify on or knowledge of the subject matter of the hearing. 
 
 Mr. Watson, with 40 years of membrane water treatment experience, is an internationally recognized 

expert in the field of desalination and membrane application technology.  Prior to starting ROSTEK 
ASSOCIATES, INC., Mr. Watson was Technical Director, Membrane Processes for Boyle Engineering 
Corporation. Prior to joining Boyle, he was the founder and president of Rostek Services Inc, located 
in Fort Myers, Florida.  ROSTEK ASSOCIATES, Inc. offers expertise in membrane WTP and pilot plant 
design and specifications; equipment selection; bid evaluation; trouble-shooting for startups and 
existing plants; refurbishing and upgrading existing plants; operation and maintenance consultation; 
and construction services, in the United States and world wide. 

 
 Manager of International Sales for a Reverse Osmosis membrane manufacturer and equipment 

supplier. 
 Manager of a water utility with two treatment plants; 2.1 mgd electrodialysis and 3.6 mgd reverse 

osmosis. 
 Consultant to several engineering firms involved in water treatment plant design and construction with 

emphasis on  the application of membrane technology. 
During the past thirty years, Mr. Watson has been involved in more than 100 membrane water  
treatment projects, involving study, evaluation, design and construction and/or operation.  He has 
published and/or presented more than 40 papers at professional and technical society meetings and 
conferences. 
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Name/Organization: American Membrane Technology Association 
Title/Date of Hearing: Water and Power Subcommittee. Re-authorization of the Water Desalination Act of 
2011. April 17th, 2012 
 

 Career Milestones;  
 In 1979, for the first time in an RO plant, used a programmable logic controller(TI PM-550) as the 

primary control device, Sanibel, Florida. 
 In 1979, the Sanibel plant exceeded 75% (80% design) recovery in two standard length stages.  This 

plant was also the first to incorporate a feed water bypass system, for feedwater stabilization prior to 
start-up. 

 Cape Coral, Florida 1984. 7-element pressure vessels.  85% recovery in two stages.  Largest low 
pressure RO plant in the world at 8.0 mgd. 

 Dare County, North Carolina, 1986.  First application of variable frequency drives for RO feed 
pump discharge pressure control, for energy savings.  Also used feed water acidification as a means 
of generating CO2 for post-treatment purposes. 

 Plantation, Florida, 1988.  7-1/2 element pressure vessels used for the first time.  Also utilized 
"hybrid" membrane system consisting of first pass CA, second pass TFC-LP. 

 Town of Jupiter Florida, 2005-2006. Designed and monitored 8” pilot plant for nanofiltration, 
utilizing 6-element center port vessels, arranged in two stage, for 85% recovery. Design resulted in 
35-40% energy savings over conventional design. Full scale plant of 17.0 MGD has been 
constructed, and pilot plant results have been confirmed. 

 
American Membrane Technology Association Hall of Fame. Elected 2004 
Engineering Excellence Award, For the design of a 3.0mgd Brackish Water RO plant, Kill Devil 
Hills, North Carolina.      AMTA, 1998.  
Suffolk, Virginia, 1990.  Was awarded ACEC Honor Award for Excellence in Engineering for 3.8 
mgd EDR plant, in association with Malcolm Pirnie, Inc. 
Member, Research Advisory Council, Middle East Desalination Research Center, 1997 to present 
Member, National Water Research Institute Research Advisory Board. 1993-1997 
Listed in Who's Who in Engineering  

 
 
 
d. Any federal grants or contracts (including subgrants or subcontracts) from the Department of the Interior  
(and /or other agencies invited) that you have received in the current year and previous four years, including 
the source and the amount of each grant or contract. None. 
 
e. A list of all lawsuits or petitions filed by you against the federal government in the current year and the 
previous four years, giving the name of the lawsuit or petition, the subject matter of the lawsuit or petition, 
and the federal statutes under which the lawsuits or petitions were filed. None 
 
f. Any other information you wish to convey that might aid the Members of the Committee to better 
understand the context of your testimony. 
 
In addition, for witnesses representing organizations: 
 
 
 
 
 



Name/Organization: American Membrane Technology Association 
Title/Date of Hearing: Water and Power Subcommittee. Re-authorization of the Water Desalination Act of 
2011. April 17th, 2012 

  
 
g. Any offices, elected positions, or representational capacity held in the organization(s) on whose behalf you 
are testifying. 

American Membrane Technology Association:  
Founder Member, 1973 (under the name National Water Supply Improvement Association) 
Board of Directors 1974-1986, 1990-2000 
President 1993-97 
Director Emeritus, 2001-2008 
Executive Director, 2008-present 

 
 
 
h. Any federal grants or contracts (including subgrants or subcontracts) from the Department of the Interior 
(and /or other agencies invited)  that were received in the current year and previous four years by the 
organization(s) you represent at this hearing, including the source and amount of each grant or contract for 
each of the organization(s). None 
 
i. A list of all lawsuits or petitions filed by the organization(s) you represent at the hearing against the federal 
government in the current year and the previous four years, giving the name of the lawsuit or petition, the 
subject matter of the lawsuit or petition, and the federal statutes under which the lawsuits or petitions were 
filed for each of the organization(s). None 
 
j. A list of any countries from which the organization(s) you represent at the hearing have received foreign 
donations and the total amount of donations received from each country, for the current year and the previous 
four years, by each organization. None 
 
k. For tax-exempt organizations and non-profit organizations, copies of the three most recent public IRS Form 
990s (including Form 990-PF, Form 990-N, and Form 990-EZ) for each of the organization(s) you represent 
at the hearing (not including any contributor names and addresses or any information withheld from public 
inspection by the Secretary of the Treasury under 26 U.S.C. 6104)). 
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