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For Witnesses Representing Organizations: 
 

1. Name:  Ronald Stork 
 
 

2.  Name of Organization(s) You are Representing at the Hearing: Friends of the River 
 

 
3. Business Address: 1418 20th Street, Suite 100, Sacramento CA 95811 

 
 

4. Business Email Address: [Information redacted for privacy] 
 

 
5.  Business Phone Number: (916) 442-3155 [Information redacted for privacy] 
 



Friends of the River Page 2 
Testimony on HR 869, National Parks and Public Lands hearing, June 14, 2011 
 

 

a. Any training or educational certificates, diplomas or degrees or other educational 
experiences that are relevant to your qualifications to testify on or knowledge of the subject 
matter of the hearing. 

 
Bachelor of Science, University of California Davis, School of Agriculture, Plant Science 
 
 
b. Any professional licenses, certifications, or affiliations held that are relevant to your 

qualifications to testify on or knowledge of the subject matter of the hearing. 
 
 
c. Any employment, occupation, ownership in a firm or business, or work-related 

experiences that relate to your qualifications to testify on or knowledge of the subject matter of 
the hearing. 

 
Chair and conservation chair, Merced Group, Sierra Club (1980s); executive director, 

Merced Canyon Committee (1985–1987); conservation staff, Friends of the River, 1987–
present; member appointed by Interior Secretary Manuel Lujan and California 
Department of Resources (DWR) Director David Kennedy, citizens advisory committee, 
joint state-federal San Joaquin Valley Drainage Program; liaison to the National Research 
Council’s Committee on Flood Control Alternatives in the American River Basin (1994); 
member, Sacramento Flood Control Agency’s Lower American River Task Force 1993–
present; member, working groups of the joint state-federal Corps of Engineers 
Reclamation Board Sacramento & San Joaquin Basins Comprehensive Study; member, 
City/County office of Water Planning Sacramento Area Water Forum; member of the 
DWR California Floodplain Management Task Force; member, citizens advisory 
committee, Governor Wilson’s Flood Emergency Action Team on the 1997 floods; member, 
interagency Yuba Feather Workgroup focusing on flood-management issues in this basin; 
member, Tuolumne River Trust advisory council; member, citizens advisory committee for 
the Lower American River Parkway Plan and wild and scenic river management plan 
update; member of the independent review panel on Central Valley flood management 
chartered by DWR, chaired by General Gerald Galloway, which published “A California 
Challenge—Flooding in the Central Valley; member, lower Sacramento Valley workgroup, 
DWR Central Valley Flood Protection Plan, 2010–present. 

 
 
d. Any federal grants or contracts (including subgrants or subcontracts) from the Department 

of the Interior (and /or other agencies invited) that you have received in the current year and 
previous four years, including the source and the amount of each grant or contract. 

 
None. 
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e. A list of all lawsuits or petitions filed by you against the federal government in the current 
year and the previous four years, giving the name of the lawsuit or petition, the subject matter of 
the lawsuit or petition, and the federal statutes under which the lawsuits or petitions were filed. 

 
None. 
 
 
f. Any other information you wish to convey that might aid the Members of the Committee to 

better understand the context of your testimony. 
 
I was the executive director of the Merced Canyon Committee and later on the staff of 

Friends of the River responsible for advising federal agencies, negotiating with interested 
parties, and providing Congressional testimony for what would become the designation of 
the Merced National Wild & Scenic River. 

 
 
In addition, for witnesses representing organizations: 
 
 
g. Any offices, elected positions, or representational capacity held in the organization(s) on 

whose behalf you are testifying. 
 
Senior Policy Advocate, Friends of the River 
 
 
h. Any federal grants or contracts (including subgrants or subcontracts) from the Department 

of the Interior (and /or other agencies invited)  that were received in the current year and 
previous four years by the organization(s) you represent at this hearing, including the source and 
amount of each grant or contract for each of the organization(s). 

 
None. 
 
 
i. A list of all lawsuits or petitions filed by the organization(s) you represent at the hearing 

against the federal government in the current year and the previous four years, giving the name 
of the lawsuit or petition, the subject matter of the lawsuit or petition, and the federal statutes 
under which the lawsuits or petitions were filed for each of the organization(s). 

 
Pacific Coast Federation of Fishermens Associations, et al. (including Friends of the 

River), v. Carlos M. Gutierrez, Secretary of Commerce. 2008. Challenged the National 
Marine Fisheries Service’s (Dept. of Commerce) inadequate ESA biological opinion for 
Central Valley salmon and steelhead. 
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South Yuba River Citizens League and Friends of the River v. National Marine 
Fisheries Service, et al. 2007. Challenged the National Marine Fisheries Service’s 
inadequate ESA biological opinion in regard to passage for threatened salmon on the Yuba 
River. 

 
California Trout, California-Nevada Chapter of the American Fisheries Society, Center 

for Biological Diversity, and Friends of the River v. Dirk Kempthorne, Secretary of the 
Interior and H. Dale Hall, Director, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. 2007. Challenged the 
USFWS’ failure to designate under the ESA critical habitat for the endangered Santa Ana 
sucker. 

 
California Sportfishing Protection Alliance, et al. (including Friends of the River), v. 

Federal Energy Regulatory Commission. 2006. Requested the Federal Energy Regulatory 
Commission to take action under the Federal Power Act to protect threatened salmon in 
Butte Creek in regard to the operation of Pacific Gas & Electric Company’s federally 
licensed hydroelectric project. 

 
Natural Resources Defense Council, et al. (including Friends of the River), v. Gale A. 

Norton, Secretary of the Interior. 2006. Challenged the USFWS’ inadequate ESA biological 
opinion for threatened Delta smelt. 
 
 
 
j. A list of any countries from which the organization(s) you represent at the hearing have 
received foreign donations and the total amount of donations received from each country, for the 
current year and the previous four years, by each organization.  
 
None. 
 
 
k. For tax-exempt organizations and non-profit organizations, copies of the three most recent 
public IRS Form 990s (including Form 990-PF, Form 990-N, and Form 990-EZ) for each of the 
organization(s) you represent at the hearing (not including any contributor names and addresses 
or any information withheld from public inspection by the Secretary of the Treasury under 26 
U.S.C. 6104)). 
 
Attached 
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