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COMMITTEE ON NATURAL RESOURCES 

Disclosure Form  

As required by and provided for in House Rule XI, clause 2(g) and  

the Rules of the Committee on Natural Resources 

 

Oversight hearing on “Water for Our Future and Job Creation: Examining Regulatory and Bureaucratic 

Barriers to New Surface Storage Infrastructure.” 

 

 

 

For Individuals: 

 

 

1.  Name: 

 

 

2.  Address: 

 

 

3.  Email Address: 

 

 

4.  Phone Number: 

 

 

* * * * * 

 

 

For Witnesses Representing Organizations: 

 

1. Name: Patrick O’Toole 

 

2.  Name of Organization(s) You are Representing at the Hearing: 

 

Family Farm Alliance 

 

3. Business Address: 

P.O.Box 216 

Klamath Falls, OR 97601 

 

4. Business Email Address: 

[Information redacted for privacy] 

 

5.  Business Phone Number: 

     [Information redacted for privacy]



 

Name/Organization_Patrick O’Toole / Family Farm Alliance                        ___________________________ 

 

Title/Date of Hearing:_“Water for Our Future and Job Creation: Examining Regulatory and Bureaucratic 

Barriers to New Storage Projects”February 7, 2012__ 

 

a. Any training or educational certificates, diplomas or degrees or other educational experiences that are 

relevant to your qualifications to testify on or knowledge of the subject matter of the hearing. 

 

Mr. O’Toole served in the Wyoming House of Representatives from 1986 to 1992.  He served on the Select 

Water Committee, which was responsible for studying, selecting and funding water projects within the state of 

Wyoming.  

 

Mr. O’Toole served on the Presidentially - appointed Western Water Policy Commission from 1996 to 1998 

(the life of the Commission).  This group studied and reported on Western water issues and recommended 

policy.  Mr. O’Toole  authored the minority report, which was attached to the main Commission Report.  

 

Mr. O’Toole presented the report to various interest groups and governmental organizations, including the 

Western Governor’s Conference and the Council of  State Governments.  These groups subsequently 

supported the minority report.  

 

b. Any professional licenses, certifications, or affiliations held that are relevant to your qualifications to testify 

on or knowledge of the subject matter of the hearing. 

 

None 

 

c. Any employment, occupation, ownership in a firm or business, or work-related experiences that relate to 

your qualifications to testify on or knowledge of the subject matter of the hearing. 

 

Mr. O’Toole is owner of a western ranch which raises irrigated hay and alfalfa.  The ranching operation has 

territorial water rights and utilizes flood and sideroll irrigation.  The ranch has done extensive fishery 

enhancement on Battle Creek, with grants from the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, the Natural Resource 

Conservation Service (USDA) and the Wyoming Department of Game & Fish.  Battle Creek is a showcase for 

a thriving fishery, productive irrigated meadows, and a teeming wildlife habitat.  Mr. O’Toole has extensive 

experience at placing a shovel in a ditch. 

 

d. Any federal grants or contracts (including subgrants or subcontracts) from the Department of the Interior  

(and /or other agencies invited) that you have received in the current year and previous four years, including 

the source and the amount of each grant or contract. 

 

None 

 

e. A list of all lawsuits or petitions filed by you against the federal government in the current year and the 

previous four years, giving the name of the lawsuit or petition, the subject matter of the lawsuit or petition, 

and the federal statutes under which the lawsuits or petitions were filed. 

 

f. Any other information you wish to convey that might aid the Members of the Committee to better 

understand the context of your testimony. 

 

In the Wyoming legislature and as a community member, Mr. O’Toole worked for years with community 

members, state agencies and federal offices to fund and  permit a dam in his community.  This process took 

over 20 years and finally resulted in the construction of the High Savery Dam, a project less than half of the 

size of the original proposed project. 
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Name/Organization__Patrick O’Toole / Family Farm Alliance_________________________ 

Title/Date of Hearing:_“Water for Our Future and Job Creation: Examining Regulatory and Bureaucratic 

Barriers to New Storage Projects”February 7, 2012__ 

 

In addition, for witnesses representing organizations: 

 

g. Any offices, elected positions, or representational capacity held in the organization(s) on whose behalf you 

are testifying. 

 

Mr. O’Toole has served on the Family Farm Alliance Board of Directors since  1998.  He has served as 

President since March 2005. 

 

h. Any federal grants or contracts (including subgrants or subcontracts) from the Department of the Interior 

(and /or other agencies invited)  that were received in the current year and previous four years by the 

organization(s) you represent at this hearing, including the source and amount of each grant or contract for 

each of the organization(s). 

 

None 

 

i. A list of all lawsuits or petitions filed by the organization(s) you represent at the hearing against the federal 

government in the current year and the previous four years, giving the name of the lawsuit or petition, the 

subject matter of the lawsuit or petition, and the federal statutes under which the lawsuits or petitions were 

filed for each of the organization(s). 

 

Family Farm Alliance v. Salazar  -  the Alliance charged that the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service did not 

comply with the requirements of the Information Quality Act as it developed a biological opinion for delta 

smelt and Central Valley Project (California) operations.  

 

j. A list of any countries from which the organization(s) you represent at the hearing have received foreign 

donations and the total amount of donations received from each country, for the current year and the previous 

four years, by each organization.  

 

None 

 

k. For tax-exempt organizations and non-profit organizations, copies of the three most recent public IRS Form 

990s (including Form 990-PF, Form 990-N, and Form 990-EZ) for each of the organization(s) you represent 

at the hearing (not including any contributor names and addresses or any information withheld from public 

inspection by the Secretary of the Treasury under 26 U.S.C. 6104)).   

 

Previously submitted.  
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