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Dear Mr. Black:

The Committee on Natural Resources will hold an oversight hearing on July 25, 2012 to
continue the ongoing investigation into the circumstances surrounding 1) how a decision was
made by the Obama Administration to impose a drilling moratorium in the Gulf of Mexico that
put thousands of people out of work and caused widespread economic harm and decreased
American energy production, 2) whether the Obama Administration intentionally misrepresented
the views of engineering experts in order to justify the unilateral moratorium decision, 3) how
the Administration responded to complaints by the engineering experts following the
misrepresentation of their views, and 4) an investigation by the Department of the Interior’s
(“Department”) Office of Inspector General (“IG”) into these matters. The Committee requests
your attendance at this hearing to provide testimony and to answer questions on these topics.

For more than a year, this Committee has sought information and documents from the
Department that would allow Congress to conduct an independent review of how the moratorium
decision was made by political appointees without any technical or scientific justification and
how a Department report was edited to incorrectly state peer reviewers had reviewed and
supported the moratorium when in fact they had not.

The Department’s refusal to fully comply with the Committee’s information requests
necessitated the issuance of a subpoena in April 2012, The Department has failed to comply
with the subpoena, which covered only two narrow categories of records that should have been
easy for the Department to locate and provide. As recently as April, the Department even argued
this investigation was unnecessary because “the IG has reviewed and resolved this matter.”
However, the Committee’s investigation has identified significant shortcomings in the Acting
Inspector General’s report and raised significant questions about the scope and independence of
the Acting Inspector General’s handling of the investigation. The Acting Inspector General is

http://naturalresources.house.gov



now under investigation by the Council of the Inspectors General on Integrity and Efficiency
over this matter.

Similarly, the Department has since February 2012 refused the Committee’s request to
conduct a voluntary, transcribed interview with you and other officials who are believed, based
on a review of the limited number of documents that have been made available to the
Committee, to have first-hand knowledge of the matters under investigation. As explained in the
Committee’s July 13, 2012 letter, the Department’s continuing refusal to provide all documents
covered by the April subpoena — as well as to make to make you available for an interview with
Committee majority staff — has culminated with the Committee having to take this step to seek
your on-the-record testimony and answer questions at this hearing.

In preparing for your testimony and appearance before the Committee, you should be
prepared for questions on your role in the moratorium decision and editing of the peer review
language, the role of others whom you worked with, and the efforts to correct the record with the
peer reviewers. The hearing will begin at 10 a.m. on Thursday, July 25, 2012 at 1324 Longworth
House Office Building.

Enclosed with this letter are the parameters regarding written and oral testimony. Should

you have any questions or need additional information, please have contact the Committee at
202-225-2761.

Sigcerely,

Doc Hastings
Chairman
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Dear Mr. Kemkar:

The Committee on Natural Resources will hold an oversight hearing on July 25, 2012 to
continue the ongoing investigation into the circumstances surrounding 1) how a decision was
made by the Obama Administration to impose a drilling moratorium in the Gulf of Mexico that
put thousands of people out of work and caused widespread economic harm and decreased
American energy production, 2) whether the Obama Administration intentionally misrepresented
the views of engineering experts in order to justify the unilateral moratorium decision, 3) how
the Administration responded to complaints by the engineering experts following the
misrepresentation of their views, and 4) an investigation by the Department of the Interior’s
(“Department”) Office of Inspector General (“IG”) into these matters. The Committee requests
your attendance at this hearing to provide testimony and to answer questions on these topics.

For more than a year, this Committee has sought information and documents from the
Department that would allow Congress to conduct an independent review of how the moratorium
decision was made by political appointees without any technical or scientific justification and
how a Department report was edited to incorrectly state peer reviewers had reviewed and
supported the moratorium when in fact they had not.

The Department’s refusal to fully comply with the Committee’s information requests
necessitated the issuance of a subpoena in April 2012. The Department has failed to comply
with the subpoena, which covered only two narrow categories of records that should have been
easy for the Department to locate and provide. As recently as April, the Department even argued
this investigation was unnecessary because “the 1G has reviewed and resolved this matter.”
However, the Committee’s investigation has identified significant shortcomings in the Acting
Inspector General’s report and raised significant questions about the scope and independence of
the Acting Inspector General’s handling of the investigation. The Acting Inspector General is
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now under investigation by the Council of the Inspectors General on Integrity and Efficiency
over this matter.

Similarly, the Department has since February 2012 refused the Committee’s request to
conduct a voluntary, transcribed interview with you and other officials who are believed, based
on a review of the limited number of documents that have been made available to the
Committee, to have first-hand knowledge of the matters under investigation. As explained in the
Committee’s July 13, 2012 letter, the Department’s continuing refusal to provide all documents
covered by the April subpoena — as well as to make to make you available for an interview with
Committee majority staff — has culminated with the Committee having to take this step to seek
your on-the-record testimony and answer questions at this hearing.

In preparing for your testimony and appearance before the Committee, you should be
prepared for questions on your role in the moratorium decision and editing of the peer review
language, the role of others whom you worked with, and the efforts to correct the record with the
peer reviewers. The hearing will begin at 10 a.m. on Thursday, July 25, 2012 at 1324 Longworth
House Office Building.

Enclosed with this letter are the parameters regarding written and oral testimony. Should
you have any questions or need additional information, please have contact the Committee at
202-225-2761.

Sipcerely,

Doc Hastings
Chairman
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Dear Ms. Ishee:

The Committee on Natural Resources will hold an oversight hearing on July 25, 2012 to
continue the ongoing investigation into the circumstances surrounding 1) how a decision was
made by the Obama Administration to impose a drilling moratorium in the Gulf of Mexico that
put thousands of people out of work and caused widespread economic harm and decreased
American energy production, 2) whether the Obama Administration intentionally misrepresented
the views of engineering experts in order to justify the unilateral moratorium decision, 3) how
the Administration responded to complaints by the engineering experts following the
misrepresentation of their views, and 4) an investigation by the Department of the Interior’s
(“Department”) Office of Inspector General (“IG”) into these matters. The Committee requests
your attendance at this hearing to provide testimony and to answer questions on these topics.

For more than a year, this Committee has sought information and documents from the
Department that would allow Congress to conduct an independent review of how the moratorium
decision was made by political appointees without any technical or scientific justification and
how a Department report was edited to incorrectly state peer reviewers had reviewed and
supported the moratorium when in fact they had not.

The Department’s refusal to fully comply with the Committee’s information requests
necessitated the issuance of a subpoena in April 2012. The Department has failed to comply
with the subpoena, which covered only two narrow categories of records that should have been
easy for the Department to locate and provide. As recently as April, the Department even argued
this investigation was unnecessary because “the IG has reviewed and resolved this matter.”
However, the Committee’s investigation has identified significant shortcomings in the Acting
Inspector General’s report and raised significant questions about the scope and independence of
the Acting Inspector General’s handling of the investigation. The Acting Inspector General is
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now under investigation by the Council of the Inspectors General on Integrity and Efficiency
over this matter.

Similarly, the Department has since February 2012 refused the Committee’s request to
conduct a voluntary, transcribed interview with you and other officials who are believed, based
on a review of the limited number of documents that have been made available to the
Committee, to have first-hand knowledge of the matters under investigation. As explained in the
Committee’s July 13, 2012 letter, the Department’s continuing refusal to provide all documents
covered by the April subpoena — as well as to make to make you available for an interview with
Committee majority staff — has culminated with the Committee having to take this step to seek
your on-the-record testimony and answer questions at this hearing.

In preparing for your testimony and appearance before the Committee, you should be
prepared for questions on your role in the moratorium decision and editing of the peer review
language, the role of others whom you worked with, and the efforts to correct the record with the

peer reviewers. The hearing will begin at 10 a.m. on Thursday, July 25, 2012 at 1324 Longworth
House Office Building.

Enclosed with this letter are the parameters regarding written and oral testimony. Should
you have any questions or need additional information, please have contact the Committee at
202-225-2761.

Sipcerely,

Doc Hastings
Chairman
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The Committee on Natural Resources will hold an oversight hearing on July 25, 2012 to
continue the ongoing investigation into the circumstances surrounding 1) how a decision was
made by the Obama Administration to impose a drilling moratorium in the Gulf of Mexico that
put thousands of people out of work and caused widespread economic harm and decreased
American energy production, 2) whether the Obama Administration intentionally misrepresented
the views of engineering experts in order to justify the unilateral moratorium decision, 3) how
the Administration responded to complaints by the engineering experts following the
misrepresentation of their views, and 4) an investigation by the Department of the Interior’s
(“Department”) Office of Inspector General (“IG”) into these matters. The Committee requests
your attendance at this hearing to provide testimony and to answer questions on these topics.

For more than a year, this Committee has sought information and documents from the
Department that would allow Congress to conduct an independent review of how the moratorium
decision was made by political appointees without any technical or scientific justification and
how a Department report was edited to incorrectly state peer reviewers had reviewed and

supported the moratorium when in fact they had not.

The Department’s refusal to fully comply with the Committee’s information requests
necessitated the issuance of a subpoena in April 2012. The Department has failed to comply
with the subpoena, which covered only two narrow categories of records that should have been
easy for the Department to locate and provide. As recently as April, the Department even argued
this investigation was unnecessary because “the IG has reviewed and resolved this matter.”
However, the Committee’s investigation has identified significant shortcomings in the Acting
Inspector General’s report and raised significant questions about the scope and independence of
the Acting Inspector General’s handling of the investigation. The Acting Inspector General is
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now under investigation by the Council of the Inspectors General on Integrity and Efficiency
over this matter.

Similarly, the Department has since February 2012 refused the Committee’s request to
conduct a voluntary, transcribed interview with you and other officials who are believed, based
on a review of the limited number of documents that have been made available to the
Committee, to have first-hand knowledge of the matters under investigation. As explained in the
Committee’s July 13, 2012 letter, the Department’s continuing refusal to provide all documents
covered by the April subpoena — as well as to make to make you available for an interview with
Committee majority staff — has culminated with the Committee having to take this step to seek
your on-the-record testimony and answer questions at this hearing.

In preparing for your testimony and appearance before the Committee, you should be
prepared for questions on your role in the moratorium decision and editing of the peer review
language, the role of others whom you worked with, and the efforts to correct the record with the
peer reviewers. The hearing will begin at 10 a.m. on Thursday, July 25, 2012 at 1324 Longworth
House Office Building.

Enclosed with this letter are the parameters regarding written and oral testimony. Should
you have any questions or need additional information, please have contact the Committee at
202-225-2761.
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Dear Ms. Hanley:

The Committee on Natural Resources will hold an oversight hearing on July 25, 2012 to
continue the ongoing investigation into the circumstances surrounding 1) how a decision was
made by the Obama Administration to impose a drilling moratorium in the Gulf of Mexico that
put thousands of people out of work and caused widespread economic harm and decreased
American energy production, 2) whether the Obama Administration intentionally misrepresented
the views of engineering experts in order to justify the unilateral moratorium decision, 3) how
the Administration responded to complaints by the engineering experts following the
misrepresentation of their views, and 4) an investigation by the Department of the Interior’s
(“Department”) Office of Inspector General (“IG”) into these matters. The Committee requests
your attendance at this hearing to provide testimony and to answer questions on these topics.

For more than a year, this Committee has sought information and documents from the
Department that would allow Congress to conduct an independent review of how the moratorium
decision was made by political appointees without any technical or scientific justification and
how a Department report was edited to incorrectly state peer reviewers had reviewed and
supported the moratorium when in fact they had not.

The Department’s refusal to fully comply with the Committee’s information requests
necessitated the issuance of a subpoena in April 2012. The Department has failed to comply
with the subpoena, which covered only two narrow categories of records that should have been
easy for the Department to locate and provide. As recently as April, the Department even argued
this investigation was unnecessary because “the IG has reviewed and resolved this matter.”
However, the Committee’s investigation has identified significant shortcomings in the Acting
Inspector General’s report and raised significant questions about the scope and independence of
the Acting Inspector General’s handling of the investigation. The Acting Inspector General is
now under investigation by the Council of the Inspectors General on Integrity and Efficiency
over this matter.
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Similarly, the Department has since February 2012 refused the Committee’s request to
conduct a voluntary, transcribed interview with you and other officials who are believed, based
on a review of the limited number of documents that have been made available to the
Committee, to have first-hand knowledge of the matters under investigation. As explained in the
Committee’s July 13, 2012 letter, the Department’s continuing refusal to provide all documents
covered by the April subpoena — as well as to make to make you available for an interview with
Committee majority staff — has culminated with the Committee having to take this step to seek
your on-the-record testimony and answer questions at this hearing.

In preparing for your testimony and appearance before the Committee, you should be
prepared for questions on your role in the moratorium decision and editing of the peer review
language, the role of others whom you worked with, and the efforts to correct the record with the

peer reviewers. The hearing will begin at 10 a.m. on Thursday, July 25, 2012 at 1324 Longworth
House Office Building.

Enclosed with this letter are the parameters regarding written and oral testimony. Should

you have any questions or need additional information, please have contact the Committee at
202-225-2761.

Sipcerely,

Doc Hastings
Chairman
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