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The Committee on Natural Resources will hold an oversight hearing on July 25, 2012 to 
continue the ongoing investigation into the circumstances surrounding 1) how a decision was 
made by the Obama Administration to impose a drilling moratorium in the Gulf of Mexico that 
put thousands of people out of work and caused widespread economic harm and decreased 
American energy production, 2) whether the Obama Administration intentionally misrepresented 
the views of engineering experts in order to justify the unilateral moratorium decision, 3) how 
the Administration responded to complaints by the engineering experts following the 
misrepresentation of their views, and 4) an investigation by the Department of the Interior's 
("Department") Office of Inspector General ("IG") into these matters. The Committee requests 
your attendance at this hearing to provide testimony and to answer questions on these topics. 

For more than a year, this Committee has sought information and documents from the 
Department that would allow Congress to conduct an independent review of how the moratorium 
decision was made by political appointees without any technical or scientific justification and 
how a Department report was edited to incorrectly state peer reviewers had reviewed and 
supported the moratorium when in fact they had not. 

The Department's refusal to fully comply with the Committee's information requests 
necessitated the issuance ofa subpoena in April 2012. The Department has failed to comply 
with the subpoena, which covered only two narrow categories of records that should have been 
easy for the Department to locate and provide. As recently as April, the Department even argued 
this investigation was unnecessary because "the IG has reviewed and resolved this matter." 
However, the Committee 's investigation has identified significant shortcomings in the Acting 
Inspector General's report and raised significant questions about the scope and independence of 
the Acting Inspector General's handling of the investigation. The Acting Inspector General is 
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now under investigation by the Council of the Inspectors General on Integrity and Efficiency 
over this matter. 

Similarly, the Department has since February 2012 refused the Committee's request to 
conduct a voluntary, transcribed interview with you and other officials who are believed, based 
on a review of the limited number of documents that have been made available to the 
Committee, to have first-hand knowledge of the matters under investigation. As explained in the 
Committee's July 13, 2012 letter, the Department's continuing refusal to provide all documents 
covered by the April subpoena - as well as to make to make you available for an interview with 
Committee majority staff - has culminated with the Committee having to take this step to seek 
your on-the-record testimony and answer questions at this hearing. 

In preparing for your testimony and appearance before the Committee, you should be 
prepared for questions on your role in the moratorium decision and editing of the peer review 
language, the role of others whom you worked with, and the efforts to correct the record with the 
peer reviewers. The hearing will begin at 10 a.m. on Thursday, July 25,2012 at 1324 Longworth 
House Office Building. 

Enclosed with this letter are the parameters regarding written and oral testimony. Should 
you have any questions or need additional information, please have contact the Committee at 
202-225-2761. 

l$-Ik 
Doc Hastings 
Chairman 

2 



DOC HASTINGS, WA 
CHAJRMAN 

OON YOUNG. AX 
JOHN J. DUNCAN, JR., TN 
LOUIE GOHMERT. TX 
ROB BISHOP. UT 
DOUG LAMBORN, CO 
ROBERT J. WITIMAN. VA 
PAUL C. BROUN, GA 
JOHN FLEMING, LA 
MIKE COFFMAN, CO 
TOM McCliNTOCk. CA 
GLENN THOMPSON, PA 
JEFF DENHAM, CA 
DAN BENISHEK. MI 
DAVID RIVERA, Fl 
JEFf DUNCAN, SC 
SCOTT R. TIf'TON. CO 
PAUL A GOSAR. AI 
RAUL R.LABRADOR, 10 
KRISTI L NOEM. SO 
STEVE SOUTHERlAND II. FL 
BILL FLORES. TX 
ANDY HARRIS, MD 
JEFFREY M.lANDRY, LA 
JON RUNYAN. NJ 
BILL JOHNSON, OH 
MARK AMOOEI. NV 

TODD YOUNG 
CHIEF OF STAFF 

Neal Kemkar 
Special Assistant 
Office of the Secretary 

1Il.~. ){OUlit of i11tprtlitnlatiutli 
C!Lommitttt on Natural iRt.6ourtt.6 

lIIasqiugtnu. 1m 20515 

July 18, 2012 

U.S. Department of the Interior 
1849 C Street, N.W., MS 7229 
Washington, D.C. 20240 
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The Committee on Natural Resources will hold an oversight hearing on July 25,2012 to 
continue the ongoing investigation into the circumstances surrounding I) how a decision was 
made by the Obama Administration to impose a drilling moratorium in the Gulf of Mexico that 
put thousands of people out of work and caused widespread economic hann and decreased 
American energy production, 2) whether the Obama Administration intentionally misrepresented 
the views of engineering experts in order to justify the unilateral moratorium decision, 3) how 
the Administration responded to complaints by the engineering experts following the 
misrepresentation of their views, and 4) an investigation by the Department of the Interior' s 
("Department") Office of Inspector General ("IG") into these matters. The Committee requests 
your attendance at this hearing to provide testimony and to answer questions on these topics. 

For more than a year, this Committee has sought infonnation and documents from the 
Department that would allow Congress to conduct an independent review of how the moratorium 
decision was made by political appointees without any technical or scientific justification and 
how a Department report was edited to incorrectly state peer reviewers had reviewed and 
supported the moratorium when in fact they had not. 

The Department's refusal to fully comply with the Committee's infonnation requests 
necessitated the issuance of a subpoena in April 2012. The Department has failed to comply 
with the subpoena, which covered only two narrow categories of records that should have been 
easy for the Deparhnent to locate and provide. As recently as April, the Department even argued 
this investigation was unnecessary because "the IG has reviewed and resolved this matter." 
However, the Committee' s investigation has identified significant shortcomings in the Acting 
Inspector General's report and raised significant questions about the scope and independence of 
the Acting Inspector General's handling of the investigation. The Acting Inspector General is 
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now under investigation by the Council of the Inspectors General on Integrity and Efficiency 
over this matter. 

Similarly, the Department has since February 2012 refused the Committee's request to 
conduct a voluntary, transcribed interview with you and other officials who are believed, based 
on a review of the limited number of documents that have been made available to the 
Committee, to have first-hand knowledge of the matters under investigation. As explained in the 
Committee's July 13, 2012 letter, the Department's continuing refusal to provide all documents 
covered by the April subpoena - as well as to make to make you available for an interview with 
Committee majority staff - has culminated with the Committee having to take this step to seek 
your on-the-record testimony and answer questions at this hearing. 

In preparing for your testimony and appearance before the Committee, you should be 
prepared for questions on your role in the moratorium decision and editing of the peer review 
language, the role of others whom you worked with, and the efforts to correct the record with the 
peer reviewers. The hearing will begin at 10 a.m. on Thursday, July 25, 2012 at 1324 Longworth 
House Office Building. 

Enclosed with this letter are the parameters regarding written and oral testimony. Should 
you have any questions or need additional information, please have contact the Committee at 
202-225-2761. 
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Doc Hastings 
Chairman 

2 



DOC HASTINGS, WA 
CHAIRMAN 

DON YOUNG, AK 
JOHN J. DUNCAN, JR., TN 
LOUIE GOHMERT, TX 
ROB BISHOP, UT 
DOUG LAMBORN, CO 
ROBERT J. WlnMAN, VA 
PAUL C. BROUN. GA 
JOHN flEMING, LA 
MIKE COFFMAN, CO 
TOM McCLINTOCK. CA 
GLENN THOMPSON, PA 
JEFF DENHAM, CA 
DAN aENISHEK, MI 
DAVID RIVERA. FL 

1!l.~. JiOUlit of iRtprtlitntntiutli 
<trnmmitttt nn Natural ittllnurctll 

Ba1lqingtnn.IIQL 2U515 
JEFF DUNCAN, SC 
seon R. TIPTON, CO 
PAUL A. GOSAR. AZ 
RAUL R. LA8RADOR, 10 
KRISTI L NOEM, SO 
STEVE SOUTHERLAND II. FL 
BILL FLORES, TX 
ANDY HARRIS, MO 
JEFFREY M.LANDRY, LA 
JON RUNYAN. NJ 
BILL JOHNSON, OH 
MARK AMODEI, NV 

TOOOYOUNG 
CHIEF OF STAFF 

Mary Katherine Ishee 
U.S. Department of the Interior 
South Interior Building, Room 233 
1951 Constitution Avenue, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20240 

Dear Ms. Ishee: 

July 18, 2012 

EDWARD J. MARKEY, MA 
RANKING DEMOCRAnc MEMBER 

DALE E. KILDEE. MI 
PETER A. [l£FAZIO, OR 
ENI F.H. FALEOMAVAEGA. AS 
FRANK PALLONE, JR .. NJ 
GRACE F. NAPOLITANO. CA 
RUSH O. HOLT, NJ 
RAUL M. GRUALVA, AZ 
MADELEINE Z. BORDALLO. GU 
JIM COSTA, CA 
DAN BOREN. OK 
GREGORIO KILILI CAMACHO SABLAN, CNMI 
MARTIN HEINRICH, NM 
BEN RAY LUJAN, NM 
JOHN P. SARBANES. MO 
BETTY sunON, OH 
NIKI TSONGAS, MA 
PEDRO R. PIER LUISI. PR 
JOHN GARAMENOI, CA 
COLLEEN W. HANABUSA, HI 
PAUL TONKO, NY 

JEFFREY DUNCAN 
DEMOCRATIC STAFF DIRECTOR 

The Committee on Natural Resources will hold an oversight hearing on July 25, 2012 to 
continue the ongoing investigation into the circumstances surrounding I) how a decision was 
made by the Obama Administration to impose a drilling moratorium in the Gulf of Mexico that 
put thousands of people out of work and caused widespread economic harm and decreased 
American energy production, 2) whether the Obama Administration intentionally misrepresented 
the views of engineering experts in order to justify the unilateral moratorium decision, 3) how 
the Administration responded to complaints by the engineering experts following the 
misrepresentation of their views, and 4) an investigation by the Department of the Interior's 
("Department") Office of Inspector General ("IG") into these matters. The Committee requests 
your attendance at this hearing to provide testimony and to answer questions on these topics. 

For more than a year, this Committee has sought information and documents from the 
Department that would allow Congress to conduct an independent review of how the moratorium 
decision was made by political appointees without any technical or scientific justification and 
how a Department report was edited to incorrectly state peer reviewers had reviewed and 
supported the moratorium when in fact they had not. 

The Department's refusal to fully comply with the Committee's information requests 
necessitated the issuance of a subpoena in April 2012. The Department has failed to comply 
with the subpoena, which covered only two narrow categories of records that should have been 
easy for the Department to locate and provide. As recently as April, the Department even argued 
this investigation was unnecessary because "the IG has reviewed and resolved this matter." 
However, the Committee's investigation has identified significant shortcomings in the Acting 
Inspector General's report and raised significant questions about the scope and independence of 
the Acting Inspector General's handling of the investigation. The Acting Inspector General is 
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now under investigation by the Council of the Inspectors General on Integrity and Efficiency 
over this matter. 

Similarly, the Department has since February 2012 refused the Committee's request to 
conduct a voluntary, transcribed interview with you and other officials who are believed, based 
on a review of the limited number of documents that have been made available to the 
Committee, to have first-hand knowledge of the matters under investigation. As explained in the 
Committee's July 13,2012 letter, the Department's continuing refusal to provide all documents 
covered by the April subpoena - as well as to make to make you available for an interview with 
Committee majority staff - has culminated with the Committee having to take this step to seek 
your on-the-record testimony and answer questions at this hearing. 

In preparing for your testimony and appearance before the Committee, you should be 
prepared for questions on your role in the moratorium decision and editing of the peer review 
language, the role of others whom you worked with, and the efforts to correct the record with the 
peer reviewers. The hearing will begin at 10 a.m. on Thursday, July 25,2012 at 1324 Longworth 
House Office Building. 

Enclosed with this letter are the parameters regarding written and oral testimony. Should 
you have any questions or need additional information, please have contact the Committee at 
202-225-2761. 
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Dear Mr. Cruickshank: 
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JEFFREY DUNCAN 
DEMOCRATIC STAFF DIRECTOR 

The Committee on Natural Resources will hold an oversight hearing on July 25, 2012 to 
continue the ongoing investigation into the circumstances surrounding 1) how a decision was 
made by the Obama Administration to impose a drilling moratorium in the Gulf of Mexico that 
put thousands of people out of work and caused widespread economic harm and decreased 
American energy production, 2) whether the Obama Administration intentionally misrepresented 
the views of engineering experts in order to justify the unilateral moratorium decision, 3) how 
the Administration responded to complaints by the engineering experts following the 
misrepresentation of their views, and 4) an investigation by the Department of the Interior's 
("Department") Office of Inspector General ("IG") into these matters. The Committee requests 
your attendance at this hearing to provide testimony and to answer questions on these topics. 

For more than a year, this Committee has sought information and documents from the 
Department that would allow Congress to conduct an independent review of how the moratorium 
decision was made by political appointees without any technical or scientific justification and 
how a Department report was edited to incorrectly state peer reviewers had reviewed and 
supported the moratorium when in fact they had not. 

The Department's refusal to fully comply with the Committee's infonnation requests 
necessitated the issuance of a subpoena in April 2012. The Department has failed to comply 
with the subpoena, which covered only two narrow categories of records that should have been 
easy for the Department to locate and provide. As recently as April, the Department even argued 
this investigation was unnecessary because "the IG has reviewed and resolved this matter." 
However, the Committee's investigation has identified significant shortcomings in the Acting 
Inspector General's report and raised significant questions about the scope and independence of 
the Acting Inspector General ' s handling of the investigation. The Acting Inspector General is 
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now under investigation by the Council of the Inspectors General on Integrity and Efficiency 
over this matter. 

Similarly, the Department has since February 2012 refused the Committee's request to 
conduct a voluntary, transcribed interview with you and other officials who are believed, based 
on a review of the limited number of documents that have been made available to the 
Committee, to have first-hand knowledge of the matters under investigation. As explained in the 
Committee's July 13, 2012 letter, the Department's continuing refusal to provide all documents 
covered by the April subpoena - as well as to make to make you available for an interview with 
Committee majority staff - has culminated with the Committee having to take this step to seek 
your on-the-record testimony and answer questions at this hearing. 

In preparing for your testimony and appearance before the Committee, you should be 
prepared for questions on your role in the moratorium decision and editing of the peer review 
language, the role of others whom you worked with, and the efforts to correct the record with the 
peer reviewers. The hearing will begin at 10 a.m. on Thursday, July 25, 2012 at 1324 Longworth 
House Office Building. 

Enclosed with this letter are the parameters regarding written and oral testimony. Should 
you have any questions or need additional information, please have contact the Committee at 
202-225-2761. 
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Dear Ms. Hanley: 
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DEMOCRA TIC STAFF DIRECTOR 

The Committee on Natural Resources will hold an oversight hearing on July 25, 2012 to 
continue the ongoing investigation into the circumstances surrounding 1) how a decision was 
made by the Obama Administration to impose a drilling moratorium in the Gulf of Mexico that 
put thousands of people out of work and caused widespread economic harm and decreased 
American energy production, 2) whether the Obama Administration intentionally misrepresented 
the views of engineering experts in order to justify the unilateral moratorium decision, 3) how 
the Administration responded to complaints by the ' engineering experts following the 
misrepresentation of their views, and 4) an investigation by the Department of the Interior's 
("Department") Office of Inspector General ("IG") into these matters. The Committee requests 
your attendance at this hearing to provide testimony and to answer questions on these topics. 

For more than a year, this Committee has sought infonnation and documents from the 
Department that would allow Congress to conduct an independent review of how the moratorium 
decision was made by political appointees without any technical or scientific justification and 
how a Department report was edited to incorrectly state peer reviewers had reviewed and 
supported the moratorium when in fact they had not. 

The Department's refusal to fully comply with the Committee's infonnation requests 
necessitated the issuance of a subpoena in April 2012. The Department has failed to comply 
with the subpoena, which covered only two narrow categories of records that should have been 
easy for the Department to locate and provide. As recently as April, the Department even argued 
this investigation was unnecessary because "the IG has reviewed and resolved this matter." 
However, the Committee's investigation has identified significant shortcomings in the Acting 
Inspector General ' s report and raised significant questions about the scope and independence of 
the Acting Inspector General ' s handling of the investigation. The Acting Inspector General is 
now under investigation by the Council of the Inspectors General on Integrity and Efficiency 
over this matter. 
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Similarly, the Department has since February 2012 refused the Committee' s request to 
conduct a voluntary, transcribed interview with you and other officials who are believed, based 
on a review of the limited number of documents that have been made available to the 
Committee, to have first-hand knowledge of the matters under investigation. As explained in the 
Committee's July 13, 2012 letter, the Department's continuing refusal to provide all documents 
covered by the April subpoena - as well as to make to make you available for an interview with 
Committee majority staff - has culminated with the Committee having to take this step to seek 
your on-the-record testimony and answer questions at this hearing. 

In preparing for your testimony and appearance before the Committee, you should be 
prepared for questions on your role in the moratorium decision and editing of the peer review 
language, the role of others whom you worked with, and the efforts to correct the record with the 
peer reviewers. The hearing will begin at 10 a.m. on Thursday, July 25,2012 at 1324 Longworth 
House Office Building. 

Enclosed with this letter are the parameters regarding written and oral testimony. Should 
you have any questions or need additional information, please have contact the Committee at 
202-225-2761. 
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Doc Hastings 
Chairman 
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