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COMMITTEE ON NATURAL RESOURCES 
113th Congress Disclosure Form 

As required by and provided for in House Rule XI, clause 2(g) and  
the Rules of the Committee on Natural Resources  

 
Legislative hearing on H.R.__ , a bill to reauthorize the Integrated Coastal and Ocean Observation System Act of 

2009; H.R. 1399, a bill to reauthorize the Hydrographic Services Improvement Act  
Thursday, June 13, 2013 

 
For Individuals: 
 
 
1.  Name: 
 
 
2.  Address: 
 
 
3.  Email Address: 
 
 
4.  Phone Number: 
 
 

* * * * * 
 
 
For Witnesses Representing Organizations: 
 

1. Name: Nick Gayeski 
 
 

2.  Name of Organization(s) You are Representing at the Hearing: Wild Fish Conservancy 
 

 
3. Business Address: [Information redacted for privacy] 

 
 

4. Business Email Address: [Information redacted for privacy] 
 

 
5.  Business Phone Number: [Information redacted for privacy] 
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For all Witnesses 
 

Mr. Nick Gayeski, Wild Fish Conservancy Northwest 
Subcommittee on FWO&IA Oversight hearing – Thursday, June 13, 2013 

 
a. Any training or educational certificates, diplomas or degrees or other educational experiences that are 
relevant to your qualifications to testify on or knowledge of the subject matter of the hearing. 
I received an MA in Philosophy from the University of Washington in 1979. I am currently  Ph.D. student, 
completing my Dissertation in Systems Ecology at the University of Montana. 
My training has included formal and informal coursework and training in population modeling and 
environmental statistics, including modeling of salmon harvest data. From 1999 to 2004 I spent from two to 
four weeks in September in western Kamchatka, Russia, conducting field research on native steelhead in large 
pristine river ecosystems as part of a US-Russia cooperative research program. The head of the US team was 
Dr. Jack Stanford, Director of the University of Montana’s Flathead Lake Biological Station. Dr. Stanford is 
the Chair of my Ph.D. Committee. I have conducted field research on native resident trout in several tributary 
rivers of the Columbia River basin in Washington State, and conducted a four–year field research project in 
the Yakima River basin to assess the use of invertebrate aquatic insects to monitor river ecosystem health. 
 
I have recently published two scientific articles on the estimation of the abundance historic salmon 
populations: the first (as lead author) on Puget Sound steelhead at the turn of the 20th century (Gayeski et al. 
Canadian Journal of fisheries and Aquatic Sciences 2011), and the second (as co-author) on the estimation of 
chum salmon in the Skeena River in the second decade of the 20th century (Price et. al., Transactions of the 
American Fisheries Society, in press). 
 
 
b. Any professional licenses, certifications, or affiliations held that are relevant to your qualifications to testify 
on or knowledge of the subject matter of the hearing. 
No. 
 
 
c. Any employment, occupation, ownership in a firm or business, or work-related experiences that relate to 
your qualifications to testify on or knowledge of the subject matter of the hearing. 
I have been employed as a conservation biologist with Wild Fish Conservancy (WFC) since 1996. I have 
provided public comments on behalf of WFC on numerous documents by federal and state public resource 
management agency documents, plans, and rules, including proposals to list salmon and steelhead under the 
Endangered Species Act, Hatchery Genetic Management Plans, and Recovery Plans. I have recently 
contributed population modeling studies to the Puget Sound Steelhead Technical Recovery Team at their 
request. 
 
One of the principal duties I have with Wild Fish Conservancy is to work with legal staff involved in litigation 
under the ESA, Clean Water Act, and other statutes in which WFC is involved to assist them in understanding 
the relevant science that may be pertinent to or at issue in the litigation.  
 
 
d. Any federal grants or contracts (including subgrants or subcontracts) from the Department of Commerce 
that you have received in the current year and previous four years, including the source and the amount of 
each grant or contract. 
No. 
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e. A list of all lawsuits or petitions filed by you against the federal government in the current year and the 
previous four years, giving the name of the lawsuit or petition, the subject matter of the lawsuit or petition, 
and the federal statutes under which the lawsuits or petitions were filed. 
None. 
 
 
f. A list of all federal lawsuits filed against you by the federal government in the current year and the previous 
four years, giving the name of the lawsuit, the subject matter of the lawsuit, and the federal statutes under 
which the lawsuits were filed. 
None. 
 
 
g. Any other information you wish to convey that might aid the Members of the Committee to better 
understand the context of your testimony. 
Among the public comments I have provided on ESA salmon-related matters, are comments submitted to 
NOAA on behalf of WFC regarding the request of August 18, 2011 by the states of Idaho, Oregon, and 
Washington for Marine Mammal Protection Act Section 120 authorization to remove California Sea Lions 
from the Columbia River. 
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Witnesses Representing Organizations 
 

Mr. Nick Gayeski, Wild Fish Conservancy Northwest 
Subcommittee on FWO&IA Oversight hearing – Thursday, June 13, 2013 

 
h. Any offices, elected positions, or representational capacity held in the organization(s) on whose behalf you 
are testifying. 
None. 
 
 
 
i. Any federal grants or contracts (including subgrants or subcontracts) from the Department of Commerce 
that were received in the current year and previous four years by the organization(s) you represent at this 
hearing, including the source and amount of each grant or contract for each of the organization(s). 
None. 
 
 
j. A list of all lawsuits or petitions filed by the organization(s) you represent at the hearing against the federal 
government in the current year and the previous four years, giving the name of the lawsuit or petition, the 
subject matter of the lawsuit or petition, and the federal statutes under which the lawsuits or petitions were 
filed for each of the organization(s). 
 
Humane Soc’y of the U.S., et al. v. Locke, et al., Case No. 11-00942 (filed on May 19, 2011) – Challenge to 
the National Marine Fisheries Service’s 2011 decision to authorize the States of Oregon and Washington to 
kill up to 425 California sea lions over a five-year period who are seen eating salmon at Bonneville Dam in 
the Columbia River. Case brought pursuant to the Marine Mammal Protection Act, 16 U.S.C. § 1361, et seq., 
the National Environmental Policy Act, 42 U.S.C. § 4321, et seq., and the Administrative Procedure Act, 5 § 
U.S.C. 551, et seq.  Following commencement of the litigation, the agency revoked the authorization and 
Plaintiffs voluntarily dismissed the case. 
 

Humane Soc’y of the U.S., et al. v. Bryson, et al., Case No. 12-00642 (filed on March 19, 2012) – Challenge 
to the National Marine Fisheries Service’s 2012 decision to authorize the States of Oregon, Washington, and 
Idaho to kill up to 460 sea lions over a five-year period who are seen eating salmon at Bonneville Dam in the 
Columbia River. Case brought pursuant to the Marine Mammal Protection Act, 16 U.S.C. § 1361, et seq., the 
National Environmental Policy Act, 42 U.S.C. § 4321, et seq., and the Administrative Procedure Act, 5 § 
U.S.C. 551, et seq.  The case is currently pending on appeal in the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Ninth Circuit, 
Case No. 13-35195. 
 
Wild Fish Conservancy v. U.S. Envtl. Protection Agency, et al., W.D. Wash. No. 2:08-CV-00156-JCC, 
challenge EPA’s approval of revised water (sediment) quality standards for Puget Sound commercial salmon 
farms brought under APA and NMFS’ ESA consultation related thereto, brought under APA and ESA; 
 
Public Employees for Environmental Responsibility, et. al. v. U.S. Dep’t of the Navy, et al., W.D. Wash. No. 
3:08-CV-05552-BHS, challenge to the Navy’s failure to conduct NEPA evaluation or ESA consultation on its 
underwater explosives training in Puget Sound, brought under the APA and ESA. 
 
Wild Fish Conservancy v. Quilcene National Fish Hatchery, et al., W.D. Wash. No. 3:08-CV-05585, 
challenge to the Quilcene National Fish Hatchery’s discharges of pollutants without a National Pollutant 
Discharge Elimination permit, brought under the CWA. 
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Wild Fish Conservancy v. Kempthorne/Salazar, et al., E.D. Wash. No. 2:05-CV-00181-LRS, challenge to 
NEPA and ESA compliance of the Leavenworth National Fish Hatchery, brought under the APA and ESA. 
Wild Fish Conservancy et al. v. Salazar, et al., E.D. Wash. No. 2:09-CV-00206, challenge to Leavenworth 
National Fish Hatchery’s compliance with the Reclamation Laws, the Washington Fishway Law, and the 
Washington Water Code, brought under the APA. 
 
Wild Fish Conservancy, et al. v. Wash. Dep’t of Ecology, et al., Wash. Pollution Control Hearings Board No. 
10-019, appeal of the certification issued under section 401 of the CWA for the Leavenworth National Fish 
Hatchery. 
 
Wild Fish Conservancy et al. v. National Park Service, et al., W.D. Wash. No. 3:12-CV-05109-BHS, 
challenge to Elwha River hatchery plans’ compliance with NEPA and the ESA, brought under the APA and 
ESA. 
 
 
 
k. A list of all federal lawsuits filed against the organization(s) you represent at the hearing by the federal 
government in the current year and the previous four years, giving the name of the lawsuit, the subject matter 
of the lawsuit, and the federal statutes under which the lawsuits were filed. 
 
 
 
 
l. For tax-exempt organizations and non-profit organizations, copies of the three most recent public IRS Form 
990s (including Form 990-PF, Form 990-N, and Form 990-EZ) for each of the organization(s) you represent 
at the hearing (not including any contributor names and addresses or any information withheld from public 
inspection by the Secretary of the Treasury under 26 U.S.C. 6104)). 
PDFs emailed. 
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