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Tom Tidwell
Chief, USDA Forest Service

Tom Tidwell has spent 39 years in the Forest Service. He has served in a variety of positions at all levels of
the agency, including as district ranger, forest supervisor, and legislative affairs specialist in the Washington
Office. As deputy regional forester for the Pacific Southwest Region, Tom facilitated collaborative
approaches to wildland fire management, roadless area management, and other issues. As regional forester for
the Northern Region, Tom strongly supported community-based collaboration in the region, finding solutions
based on mutual goals and thereby reducing the number of appeals and lawsuits.

In 2009, after being named Chief, Tom set about implementing the Secretary’s vision for America’s forests.
Under his leadership, the Forest Service is restoring healthy, resilient forest and grassland ecosystems—
ecosystems that can sustain all the benefits that Americans get from their wildlands, including plentiful
supplies of clean water, abundant habitat for wildlife and fish, renewable supplies of wood and energy, and
more.

Such benefits are at risk from the effects of climate change, and Tom has led the way in forging a national
response. Under Tom’s leadership, the Forest Service has charted a national roadmap for addressing climate
change through adaptation and mitigation. The Forest Service is taking steps to help ecosystems adapt to the
effects of a changing climate while also taking action to mitigate climate change, partly by reducing
greenhouse gas emissions.

Tom has facilitated an all-lands approach to addressing the challenges facing America’s forests and
grasslands, including the overarching challenge of climate change. Such challenges cross borders and
boundaries; no single entity can meet them alone. Under Tom’s leadership, the Forest Service is working with
states, Tribes, private landowners, and other partners for landscape-scale conservation—to restore ecosystems
on a landscape scale.

Tom is married to Kim, and they have one daughter, MacKenzie.



Tony Dixon
Director of Strategic Planning, Budget and Accountability (Budget)
USDA Forest Service

)

Tony Dixon, a native of Atlanta, Georgia, is currently the Director for the Strategic Planning, Budget, and
Accountability office for the USDA Forest Service, a position he has held since July 2013. In this capacity,
he is responsible for management and oversight of the execution, formulation, and presentation of the
agency’s budget, developing and integrating implementation of the agency strategic plan, and all performance
and accountability measures and agency strategic goals.

Tony is a 25-year employee of the US Forest Service and launched his career as a cooperative education
student on the Routt National Forest in Steamboat Springs, CO. He has served in a variety of positions and
geographical locations, including the National Director of the Forest Service Job Corps Program, Deputy
Regional Forester of the Rocky Mountain Region, and Forest Supervisor of the National Forests in
Mississippi. He also served as the Deputy Regional Director of Public Affairs in the Atlanta-based Southern
Regional Office and held a number of positions in the National Headquarters in Washington, DC, including
Program Analyst, Legislative Affairs Specialist, Deputy Area Budget Coordinator, and Chief of Staff for the
Deputy Chief of the National Forest System.

Tony has a bachelor’s degree in marketing and forestry from Alabama A&M University and a master’s degree
in administration from Central Michigan University. Tony is married to Dr. Angela Cole Dixon, and has one
adult son, Christopher.





