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Hastings: Democrats are Using the Oil Spill as an Excuse to Raise Taxes 

and Increase Spending 
 
WASHINGTON D.C. – House Natural Resources Committee Ranking Member Doc Hastings 
(WA-04) delivered the following statement on the House floor today regarding the 
Democrats’ CLEAR Act  - a bill that would kill jobs, raise taxes and increase spending: 
 
 

 
 

Click HERE to Watch 
 
“Instead of directly addressing the Gulf oil spill tragedy, Congress is voting this week on 
legislation, the CLEAR Act, that is stuffed full of unrelated items.  Legislation that will kill 
American jobs and raise energy prices. 
 
Simply put, Democrats are using the oil spill as an excuse to raise taxes and increase 
spending.   
 
The bill imposes a new $22 billion energy tax and has over $30 billion in new unrelated, 
mandatory spending. 
 
What the Democrats are doing, Madam Speaker, is rushing ahead of the facts and writing 
laws before investigations into the spill are finished.   
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Reforms are needed to make American offshore drilling the safest in the world, but that 
doesn’t require tax increases, billions in unrelated spending and inflicting greater economic 
pain and lost jobs on Americans.” 
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