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Thank you, Mr. Chairman, for holding this hearing to identify ways on how the federal land
agencies can improve their management policies to benefit not only the health of our national
forests, but also, to spur more jobs and economic development for rural communities and schools
that depend on the forests.

Today’s hearing focuses on case examples of states that have successfully managed state-owned
forestlands for generations to benefit a variety of public uses. Not surprisingly, many such
examples exist nationwide.

Many of these states, despite holding title to only a fraction of the land within their boundaries as
the federal government, are often able to produce more revenue, create more jobs and result in
better managed forests. In stark contrast, the federal government’s poor forest management
results in an ever-increasing overgrowth and disease infestation of our forests, destruction of
habitat, maintenance backlogs, and a proliferation of catastrophic wildfires.

At a Longview, Washington field hearing this subcommittee held last May, one witness
representing a timber company that does business in both California and Washington, provided a
simple, yet powerful, example of this juxtaposition. He told of how his company made a
decision to establish operations in Washington because of the certainty of timber from public
lands, but quickly clarified that he was referring to the state forest trust lands, rather than the
Forest Service’s.

I want to thank Governor Otter, a distinguished alumnus of this Committee, for his willingness to
come and testify this morning. With over 300 million board feet of timber harvested generating
over $50 million in receipts last year on Idaho state forestlands, Governor Otter knows firsthand
how states are providing leadership on how to improve forest management, and I look forward to
hearing his testimony.
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[ also welcome Lewis County Commissioner Lee Grose, who serves as a Member of the
Washington State Board of Natural Resources, which, as set by the state’s constitution, manages
2.2 million acres of state-owned trust forestlands. These lands, generating an average of $168
million annually, support construction of public elementary, middle school and high schools
statewide, facilities at the state’s universities, and other state facilities and institutions.

In comparison, the U.S. Forest Service is responsible for managing over 9 million acres of forest
land contained within seven different national forests in the State of Washington, yet harvests
just 2 percent of the new growth, yielding a four-year average of only $589,000 in revenue.

Nationwide, the Forest Service last year harvested 200,000 acres—or a meager one-tenth of one
percent of the total forested acreage in the national forest system. That’s less than the total
acreage of forestlands that burned in eastern Washington wildfires last fall, ironically including
more than 35,000 acres of endangered spotted owl habitat.

Rather than offering all-too-familiar rhetoric of how complying with one federal law or another
“costs too much,” it’s time for the federal government to adjust how it does business, and honor
its own statutory responsibilities to manage the forests, including allowing sufficient timber
harvests, that benefit forested counties and their schools, as well as improve declining forest
health and reduce the threat and soaring costs of catastrophic wildfire.

In 2011, a high-level Obama Administration Forest Service official, testifying before this
subcommittee, promised to explain the Forest Service’s efforts to streamline the NEPA process
to expedite timber management. Disturbingly, two years later, no such plan has been brought
forward. Nevertheless, this subcommittee will provide necessary oversight of NEPA’s impact on
forest management in this Congress.

Finally, during the last Congress, I introduced legislation to restore active management of our
national forests to provide a stable revenue stream for counties and schools and create new jobs.
Other efforts seek to address the 2.5 million acres of Bureau of Land Management-owned forest
lands in western Oregon known as the “O&C” lands.

In coming weeks, I look forward to working with you, Mr. Chairman, and others on this
Committee to again move legislation that takes a lesson from what we know and we’ll hear today
is working in the states—harvesting timber, increasing revenues for public needs, and manage
forests in an environmentally sustainable and proactive way.



